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PREFACE

This illustrated guide outlines both the interpreted essentials and the puzzling unknowns of the construction history of the “Jost House”. Built c.1786, it arose at 54 Charlotte Street, Sydney, Nova Scotia, Canada. In private hands, it morphed across three centuries even as it preserved slices of Sydney’s former history. Associated with it were many names, but the Josts were the ones that controlled its history the longest.
In 1991, Sydney’s Joan E. Harriss, (1919-2001) purchased the property. She had recognized the growing danger that faced the existence of a house with so much of its original fabric still intact. From 1991 through 1994, she funded an architectural research project, and assembled a team in support of a major restoration of the building. 
The team included a professional historian (volunteer - 1991 to present). His guidance it accepted or rejected, with great respect, whether it was for retention, destruction, or reproduction of a feature. 
As the restoration team uncovered details, the historian made copious, written notes and rough drawings of the basement, ground floor and exterior of the building. He also undertook a cursory examination of the structure’s second storey. Here he expended less effort for several reasons besides time constraints: 
The second storey had a newer building date; changes were less confusing and relatively few; and it was in a better state of repair than the areas below. It was also now a part of a protected, historical property. Thus, a future in-depth study was always a possibility. 
The team thus rightly decided to retain the second storey without major restoration to preserve its 20th -century interpretative values. 

On December 16, 1992, the Provincial Department of Housing and Consumer Affairs awarded the “Jost House” the "Nova Scotia Home Awards Letter of Merit" for excellence in the restoration and preservation of housing. In this vein, restoration continued until May 1994. Although this phase had now ceased, research on the house and property did not, and remains ongoing.
The guiding principle of the project was threefold. Stressed was minimal intervention, careful preservation, and, as much as possible, the highlighting of 18th through early 20th-century original fabric (both interior and exterior). 
For example, where the team could not save ancient, but deteriorated plaster, it reapplied it over the original laths. Where it encountered a notable feature, like an early 20th -century hardwood floor, it retained it. Here, it sometimes did not even explore what lay hidden beneath, even though exposure through destruction might have provided vital research clues.

The building history of the “Jost House” contains a wealth of essential, secondary, and puzzling construction details. Some were quite visible, others hidden. They resulted over time from a series of planned construction and renovation events. These this guide will highlight through an interpreted timeline of each ground floor room, basement area, or exterior feature. 

Clearly, this study is not the final word. Rather it highlights, or generalizes, than present evidence in its greatest possible detail. For example, it notes the location of partitions, but not their precise design. It gives measurements of a tombstone nature but not the hundreds of measurements taken during the research stage. Neither does it discuss the numerous known enhancements, including heating systems (other than masonry fireplace masses), electrical upgrades, decorations, house painting - both exterior and interior (yellow was the pre-dominant paint of choice in the beginning) - interior wall-paper (generally found to post-date painting), and the like. 
A guide, as modest as this one, simply cannot explore such a vast breadth of topics. Some certainly could become the subject of its own guide. Others perhaps a separate chapter, or section, in a far more comprehensive study, or even in an exhibit.

This guide references puzzling unknowns. For example, an “as found” feature or ghost of it may exist but seemingly does not add to, or may even contradict, a related interpreted context based on the weight of other compelling evidence. On the other hand, an interpreted context may imply a feature without any empirical confirmation. These conundrums the guide has identified in the hope that they will generate lively discussion and possible answers. 

Furthermore, this study has stitched pieces of evidence together to create a plausible understanding of building chronologies. Clearly, if the timestamp of one later proves to be different, it could affect others in the chain. 

Research on this building is on going and interpretations might/will change some of the conclusions of this guide. An updated report is thus always a possibility, and, one to look forward to in the interests of accuracy.
Finally, although this guide outlines a particular sequence to the walking tour, each section can generally stand on its own. Other paths are thus possible.
ILLUSTRATIONS
INTERIOR FLOOR PLANS (LINE DRAWINGS) 
EXISTING BASEMENT
[Insert Line Drawing Here]
EXISTING GROUND FLOOR
[Insert Line Drawing Here]
EXISTING FIRST FLOOR
[Insert Line Drawing Here]
INTRODUCTION 
The building illustrated an important local evolutionary theme of change in Sydney's historic “North End”, from commercial through commercial-residential to purely rooming/residential use. 
Over the period, c.1786 to the present, four major construction events occurred: 
(I) First Construction Event: Late 18th Century 

The First East Building

(II) Second Construction Event: Late 18th Century 

The Second East Building
(III) Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century 

West Building Complex: Central and West Attachments

(IV) Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900

Second Storey Complex: East and West Additions
In addition, numerous modification or renovation events occurred: 
(A) Modifications / Renovations: Late 18th Century 
(B) Modifications / Renovations: 18th Century to Early 19th Century
(C) Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th Century
(D) Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991
Together, these occurrences are the subject of this guide. That is, except for the “Fourth Building Event”. Discussed only in passing, the second storey complex should one day be the topic of a future guide. 

Finally, the “Jost House” stood at the corner of Charlotte and Amelia Streets. Here "East" means towards Charlotte Street, "North" towards Amelia Street, "West" towards the rear yard (i.e. towards the harbour), and "South" towards the side yard (i.e. towards the downtown core). 
MAJOR CONSTRUCTION EVENTS

(I)
FIRST CONSTRUCTION EVENT 
LATE 18th CENTURY
THE FIRST EAST BUILDING
At first, fronting Charlotte Street, in c.1786, was a structure. Of some undetermined type, it rested on a rubble-stone foundation held together with an earth based mortar. One wall was at least c. 13 feet long.
________________________

(II)

SECOND CONSTRUCTION EVENT 
LATE 18th CENTURY 
THE SECOND EAST BUILDING
This structure absorbed a portion of the FIRST EAST BUILDING, as well as materials from another building from another location. 
Fronting Charlotte Street, it, was a one-room deep, two-room wide, four-wall rectangular building (28 feet 7 inches wide, by 14 feet 9 inches deep). It was wood-framed (generally light), with diagonal bracing certainly at three of its corners. At least one wooden member set “askew” within the west wall. 
It had a ground floor SOUTH-EAST room to the south, with a heating device (fireplace or stove), and, a NORTH-EAST room to the north, without a fireplace. The building had an attic above.
The structure had a perimeter foundation employing masonry and mortar of an undetermined type. Its basement no doubt had a low ceiling.
________________________

(III) 

THIRD CONSTRUCTION EVENT 
LATE 18th CENTURY 

WEST BUILDING COMPLEX
The single-room deep building developed towards the west as a three-room deep WEST BUILDING. It consisted of two saltbox add-ons, a major one (CENTRAL ADDITION) and, further to the west, a minor one (WEST ADDITION). They differed significantly both in size and in function. Their construction apparently occurred at the same time. Their wooden frame was generally heavier than that of the EAST BUILDING. 
The EAST and the WEST BUILDINGS sat on a perimeter, rubble-stone foundation. Against each of the north and south foundation walls, placed centrally, was a single short north/south, rubble-stone cross foundation wall, shared in common by the EAST and WEST BUILDINGS. The mortar of all masonry features was lime-based.
This building complex now measured 28 feet 7 inches wide, by 37 feet 9-1/2 inches deep (down the centre). It had a basement of a habitable height beneath all parts. It did not have sufficient space for a habitable attic.

CENTRAL ADDITION 

The major saltbox add-on, a CENTRAL ADDITION (28 feet 7 inches wide, by 16 feet), was a three-wall, masonry founded, framed structure. It shared, in common, and stood as tall as, the west wall and wall plate of the EAST BUILDING. To the west, its roof followed the newly raised slope of that of the EAST BUILDING.

The addition was two-room wide and rectangular. It had a ground floor SOUTH-CENTRAL room to the south, and a NORTH-CENTRAL room to the north. These rooms shared a back-to-back fireplace mass. 
Within the confines of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room were two smaller rooms, an EAST closet/hall and a WEST closet. In the basement below the NORTH-CENTRAL room was a fireplace, a large cooking one with a bake oven.
WEST ADDITION
The minor saltbox add-on, a WEST ADDITION (15 feet 8 inches, by 6 feet 10 inches), was a three-walled, masonry founded framed structure. It shared the west groundsill, and wall of the CENTRAL ADDITION. It did not stand as tall at the west wall of the CENTRAL ADDITION.

This addition was a one-room wide, rectangular structure. It sat approximately centred upon the longer wall of the CENTRAL ADDITION. It had a ground floor NORTH-WEST room. Within, it had a REAR stairwell to the basement below. It did not have a fireplace.
Sited at the north extremity of this addition was an open NORTH-WEST recess (6 feet 4 inches north/south, by 6 feet 10 inches east/west), and to the south another open SOUTH-WEST recess (c. 6 feet 7 inches north/south, by 7 feet east/west). 
Later, the south recess became an enclosed SOUTH-WEST room. It now had masonry foundations, framed walls, and a roof. It did not have a fireplace.
________________________ 

(IV) 

FOURTH CONSTRUCTION EVENT 
CIRCA 1900
SECOND STOREY COMPLEX
EAST AND WEST ADDITIONS
The turn of the 20th century witnessed the construction over the EAST BUILDING and CENTRAL ADDITION of a wood-framed, multi-roomed, SECOND STOREY (without fireplaces). Included in the design was a SECOND STOREY stairwell.
Somewhat later, the construction of a single-roomed SECOND STOREY (without a fireplace) over the WEST-ADDITION completed the upper floor landscape.

TODAY'S “JOST HOUSE”
Today's “Jost House” carries on with all of its dimensions intact. Also preserved was a significant degree of its 18th- to early 20th-century fabric and features. These latter matters the guide often identifies, when first encountered, as “present one” or “hidden”. Where they have disappeared, through the natural evolution of the building, but evidence remained, the guide uses the term “ghost”. 
Finally, during the restoration stage, reapplied over the original laths on the walls was an unrecorded hodge-podge of new plaster. It appeared where the initial plaster had deteriorated beyond repair. However, where a wall has remained largely intact, the guide has identified several examples. 
EXTERIOR VIEW PLANES
FIRST VIEW PLANE
EAST AND NORTH
[Insert here a Photo Showing the Exterior of the Present Building from this View Plane]
Begin at the Corner of Charlotte and Amelia Streets, 
and move down Amelia Street.
First Construction Event: Late 18th Century (First East Building)
This FIRST EAST BUILDING perhaps fronted Charlotte Street. Some distance south of Amelia Street was one of its foundation walls (the present wall, beneath the SOUTH-EAST room, was parallel to, and approximately, 7 feet north of the present south perimeter foundation). It extended west into the interior of the property, where at least a portion turned south. Its mortar was earth-based.
Undetermined was the appearance of this building.
Second Construction Event: Late 18th Century (Second East Building)
Raised upon a rectangular foundation (its mortar undetermined), was a SECOND EAST BUILDING consisting of both new and re-used materials. For example, the new building incorporated a portion of the earlier FIRST EAST BUILDING. However even more so, it drew upon parts of at least one other older source, another building, one from another location. In particular, it re-used at least two of its walls, one as its west wall and the other as its east wall.

For example, as the west wall of the NORTH-EAST and SOUTH-EAST rooms:

This other building had at least one framed wall with a wall plate (present one) that on its top surface had special mortise holes. They accepted double rather than single tenons, generally spaced c.28 inches apart (on centre between each pair in the NORTH-EAST room). They produced a strong framing joint on a wide surface. 
Unfortunately, this same wall also had a deteriorated groundsill. Now replacing it was a member (present one) that had once served another use. However, not cut into it were mortise holes to receive the studs of the framed wall above. Apparently, the tenons of the studs were rotten as well and removed, and reset without any joinery.
As its east wall of the NORTH-EAST and SOUTH-EAST rooms:

The wall of this other building had a siding of imitated stonework (hidden) seemingly derived from 18th-century New England, where such a finish was actually quite widespread. However, this wall also had jack arches with, beneath, large openings suggestive of another flavour, perhaps even a military one. It possibly featured flush corner boards as well on the other walls.

Unfortunately, whether North American or European, an example has yet to surface. 

Now facing Charlotte Street, this wall was of yellow-brown painted wood that mimicked smooth rectangular stones laid with mortar in horizontal courses known as ashlar work. Chiseled lines appeared upon the face of a single-layer of flush, tongued and grooved, siding boards nailed to the wall studs. 
A secondary sheathing did not underlie these siding boards; neither did a permanent insulating fill, like bricks for example.
Also affixed to both the north and south corners of the east facade, nailed directly to the studs, were vertical, flush, boards (11 to 11-1/2 inches wide). Applied to them were thick, raised, wooden quoin stones (hidden ghosts). 

Upon the north sidewall, next to the east wall quoins, was a vertical flush board (hidden), 4-3/4 inches wide, by 3/4 inches thick. Curiously, a similar one was not apparent upon the south wall of the SOUTH-EAST room.
Unlikely did the quoins wrap around upon this north sidewall board. For example, the vertical finish for approximately the first 1-1/2 inches towards the west, was paint, while the remaining 3-1/4 inches had none. Had something once covered this area, perhaps a vertical corner board, or some other material like clapboards?
A fascia board (hidden ghost), set across the top overlapped a number of inches upon the first incised board. 
Most unusual were the wooden, jack arches simulating masonry that stood above the central exterior entry doorway (hidden, mostly south of the present doorway) and flanking [window] openings (encompassing the present windows). The openings and their defining arches were of an excessive measure. For example, in width, the NORTH-EAST room opening north of the entry doorway was about 7 feet (84 inches); the SOUTH-EAST room one to the south was almost 8 feet (96 inches). 
The SOUTH-EAST room exterior entry doorway was c.38-39 inches wide. Its arch was up the wall higher than that of the flanking openings. 
The jack arches were not applied work (like the quoins), but of the more complicated, relief (carved) work. They also incorporated, where required, the surrounding planed, incised boards into their design. 
The east facade perhaps featured a slightly raised, covered platform. It extended across the front of the entire structure. There it was perhaps lightly notched into the lower sheathing boards (beneath the later [clapboards]), and into those at just below the window jack arches.

The east wall plate did not indicate the presence of attic dormers, but it did not rule out dormers higher up. Undetermined was the building’s roof type (gabled, hipped, degree of pitch, etc.).
Within the east wall, a diagonal brace (hidden) extended from the groundsill to the southeast and northeast corners of the SOUTH-EAST and NORTH-EAST rooms respectively.
________________________

Of interest, presently faithfully reproduced was what was comprehensible prior to 1994: the incised work and quoins. Beneath this new work, the original incised boards and ghosts remain protected. Also concealed were the rest of the 18th-century siding, including the remnants of hacked-off jack arches, and the masked central doorway itself. Presently covered with temporary clapboards, they await future interpretation.

_______________________

Undetermined was the finish on the other walls. 

Protruding perhaps above the roof ridge was the stack (of an undetermined material), serving a heating device of the SOUTH-EAST room.

Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
The size of the EAST BUILDING increased dramatically with the construction of the WEST BUILDING COMPLEX add-on (consisting of a CENTRAL ADDITION and a WEST ADDITION). The work also included somewhat modifying / renovating the EAST BUILDING. 
The complex, both WEST and EAST, had a newly raised perimeter foundation all-round (present one) with several cross foundation walls (present ones). They were of rubble-stone (held together with a lime-based mortar). 
Upon the foundations now rested a larger complex in the form of a saltbox with vertical gable-ends, without space for a habitable attic above the new parts. In contrast, the EAST BUILDING continued with an attic but now under an altered roof. The attic did not have a window in its north gable.
Upon both the north and south sidewalls now traced interpretatively is the sloped roof style of this saltbox construction.

The roof of the EAST BUILDING continued west off its ridge but at a pitch that was higher, thus flatter than the east one. The west pitch ended where it intersected the west wall plate of the CENTRAL ADDITION. The pitch of the roof of the WEST ADDITION was at the same angle as that of the CENTRAL ADDITION. 

The roof of the expanded complex was no doubt wood shingled, the standard shingle perhaps measuring 18 inches long, by 4 inches wide. 

Architecturally significant was this particular style of renovation to a saltbox. It differed from most extant New England colonial examples in several respects: 

(1) It stood 1-1/2 stories tall rather than 2-1/2 stories. 
(2) It simultaneously increased the depth of the building from one room to three. 

Apparently, from the north, west, and south sides of the former stand-alone EAST BUILDING first work was to strip off its original sheathing down to exposing the wall studs. Not stripped was the decorative finish of the east facade.

Replaced on its west wall was a new sheathing of horizontal boards (hidden). Spaced slightly apart, they were one-inch (true) thick, random-width, and rough. Where required nailed they were to vertical boards (hidden), shimmed with shingles (hidden), in turn nailed to the vertical studs. Here, at least one board in this wall, painted white or whitewashed, faced inwards. This suggested it was a re-used piece.

Next there followed the raising of the two add-on buildings. 
Then sheathed (hidden) were the north, west and south exterior walls of the EAST and WEST BUILDINGS with rough horizontal boards. Spaced slightly apart, they were not a final weatherproofing finish. They, however, were continuous along the north and south walls of both buildings. Thus, they crossed, and strengthened the sidewall stability of, the meeting point of the EAST BUILDING and new CENTRAL ADDITION where the latter, with no framed wall of its own, butted against the former. 

Nailed in part upon the flush, vertical corner board at the north-east corner of the EAST BUILDING was an apparent vertical corner board (ghost). Here the sheathing began, extending to the north-west corner of the CENTRAL ADDITION. There, at this corner, nailed upon the sheathing (i.e. not upon a flush vertical board) was another vertical corner board (ghost). This one was 6 inches wide. Next to it, where the wall of the CENTRAL ADDITION turned south, the corner board (ghost) upon the sheathing was 4 inches wide. 
At the north-west corner of the WEST ADDITION, the corner board (ghost) upon the sheathing against the south wall was 6-1/2 inches wide.
The newly sheathed exterior walls of the expanded complex next received a covering of clapboards. Perhaps unpainted at first, they were of a random width, though possibly, the widest ones were the ones nailed closest to the ground. Some were 8-1/4 inches wide, others less. Generally covered only 3/4 inches by the next clapboard, they ranged down to c.6-3/4 inches of face to the weather.
This work did not extend to the Charlotte Street ashlar facade. Rather here, the east facade would display a curious mix of decorative design, well-executed repair work, and severed jack arches facing Charlotte Street. 
In the east wall, narrowed in width, respectively inward from the north and south corners of the NORTH-EAST and SOUTH-EAST rooms of the building, were the two excessively wide openings. Within each opening placed was a new stud (hidden) that reduced its width to approximately 4 feet. Nailed to the wall plate [and groundsill], the studs also produced a taller opening that completely severed the jack arches themselves. Destroyed was their exterior architectural balance and beauty. The remaining relief work of the jack arches now stood to the south and north of the newly reduced window openings. 

Nailed across the space between the former jamb and the new stud were exterior repair boards (hidden). Not incised, the horizontal boards did not match the surrounding ashlar motif. Yet, planed, and tongued and grooved (excepting the bottom ones) as they were, they were no more, or no less weatherproofing than the original ashlar siding itself. 

Placed in the 4-foot wide east opening of the NORTH-EAST room were perhaps two sashes, side by side.

Weatherproofing the ends of the ground floor ceiling joists at the western end of the CENTRAL ADDITION was a non-planed fascia board (hidden). Beveled on its top surface, it could tightly accept the slope of the roof sheathing. Nailed to the face of the board was possibly a gutter (ghost) to redirect any water flowing upon the slightly lower roofline of the WEST ADDITION.
Constructed in the NORTH-CENTRAL room were two north windows (present ones), and in the NORTH-WEST room a north exterior rear doorway (encompassing the present window). Here, raised high upon the foundation, stood either an exterior platform with steps, or just a set of steps.
Cut in the north perimeter foundation serving the basement under the NORTH-EAST room was an opening (present one but larger). It was possibly a cellar entryway.

Under the NORTH-CENTRAL room was another basement window opening (present one).
The heating stack near the south-west corner of the SOUTH-EAST room had now disappeared. 

On the roof now protruded a new west, brick fireplace stack (hidden below the present extended one), a large one centred on the width of the CENTRAL ADDITION, serving the NORTH and SOUTH CENTRAL rooms and a basement kitchen.
Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Altered now was the east ashlar facade of the EAST BUILDING. 

Created was a smooth surface for nailing clapboards. Removed were the applied wooden quoins. Hacked off were the wall's relief jack arches (hidden remnants). 

Closed-off was the central front doorway, with a variety of re-used, non-weather proofing boards (hidden). Some were painted, some planed, some tongued and grooved. 
Cut into the wall was a new exterior entry doorway. It stood immediately to the north of the closed-off central one. It incorporated a small portion of the old doorway. It had doorway casings (ghosts).
Narrowed again in width, about one-foot more in from each corner of the building respectively, were the two window openings, from c.4 feet to about 3 feet (present width). Closing-off the former open area was a single, exterior, vertical board (hidden) nailed to a new stud (hidden). 

Within the altered NORTH-EAST window was at least one re-used painted board (hidden). It served as a nailer. It backed the fill board that narrowed the width of the window towards the north. 

Dismantled along the entire east face of the building was the former porch (if indeed it existed). In its place, now surrounding the new doorway was an attached porch (ghost). If it had a storm door (with an outward swing), it was perhaps of vertical boards, secured with three horizontal battens, without a light-emitting opening. 

Finally nailed to the east wall were the clapboards (ghosts), possibly painted, perhaps now or later.
________________________

In the NORTH-EAST room, in the north wall, appeared a normal-sized ground floor window opening (hidden).

In the NORTH-WEST room, in the north wall, closed-off (partially or completely) with boards was an exterior rear doorway (hidden). In its place, now or later, appeared a window opening (present one). Beneath, a clapboard repair was perhaps visible. In front, the assumed exterior platform or steps, of course, no longer served any purpose.
High up in the north gable above the NORTH-EAST room, a window opening (hidden), 32 inches wide, by 49 inches high (exterior measurement), served an attic. It had casings (ghost).

On the roof now protruded a new east, brick fireplace stack (hidden below the present extended one), centred on the width of the EAST BUILDING, to join the earlier one to the west. The new one serving the SOUTH-EAST room was clearly smaller, indicating a less complex flue system than the other one. 

Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Perhaps replacing now the exterior clapboarded finish on all sides of the saltbox were shingles. Beneath, lay a thick birch bark covering (found in 1991 “in situ”), placed horizontally in wide, lapped strips. 
Placed, now or later, in the north wall window opening of the NORTH-WEST room was a new single sash (present one). It had three lights, side by side, with casings (present ones).

Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
The addition of a full-height SECOND STOREY over the EAST BUILDING and CENTRAL ADDITION together with its newly shingled upper walls removed almost all, visual evidence of the saltbox.
During this work, closed-off with boards (hidden) was the north window opening of the NORTH-EAST room. Masked (hidden) too was the attic window above, with re-used boards (some painted white with ghosts). Shingled, logically, were both as well.
In the north wall, at the peak, inserted was a [narrow], ventilation opening.

Just above the NORTH-EAST room’s former window opening and to the right of it and the former attic window opening, inserted was a new window opening (present one of the SECOND STOREY stairwell). To the west were two more SECOND STOREY window openings (present ones). One stood in the north wall, and one in the west wall facing the NORTH-WEST recess. All their window sashes were double-hung, two lights over two, with plain casings. Above them, placed were wooden caps (present ones).
Two new window openings (present ones) appeared in the SECOND STOREY facing Charlotte Street. Replaced in the NORTH-CENTRAL room were the two, north, 18th -century window sashes and their original exterior casings. All their window sashes were double-hung, two lights over two, with plain casings. Above them placed were wooden caps.

Protruding above the newly raised roof line were two brick stacks now extended upwards off the original 18th -century ones.
Removed, now or later, was the covered “storm” porch over the east exterior entry doorway to the NORTH-EAST room. 

Replaced perhaps in the two, east ground floor windows were their 18th -century window sashes with new double-hung ones, two lights over two, with plain casings. Above them, installed were perhaps wooden caps.
Now or earlier, a wide, though not very tall, window opening in the north basement wall under the NORTH-EAST room replaced the earlier cellar-like entryway.

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991
Probably quite early into the 20th century the “Jost House” took its final form. Removed to the west was all visible evidence of the original saltbox.

Constructed now over the WEST ADDITION was a long, narrow, SECOND STOREY room. Its roof had the same pitch (present one) as the roof of the CENTRAL ADDITION, but it began at a slightly lower height. 

Its walls were wood-shingled with three window openings. Its north wall opening (present one) had a double-hung sash (present one), two lights over two (present one), with plain casings. Above it placed was a wooden cap (present one).
Perhaps now re-shingled was the east facade.

Re-shingled at least once during this period was the north wall. Then or later (if the wall was again re-shingled) closed off, and covered over, was the ventilation opening at the peak.

Placed was a small over-hang over the east exterior entry doorway. Its modern metal storm door had a swing to the north.
Now or later, reduced in width, and increased in height, was the entry doorway. It also received new exterior casings. 

Installed was a new sash, double-hung, one light over one, in the two ground floor and two SECOND STOREY east window openings.
Installed was a new inward opening single sash (present one) with three lights side by side, within a dormant frame (present one) in the north basement window below the NORTH-CENTRAL room.
Applied was a facing of cement to the east foundation under the SOUTH-EAST room, to the area west of the west jamb of the north basement window under the NORTH-CENTRAL room, to the west wall of the NORTH-CENTRAL room, and to the north (and west) foundations of the WEST ADDITION.
EXTERIOR VIEW PLANES

SECOND VIEW PLANE
WEST AND SOUTH
[Insert here a Photo Showing the Exterior of the Present Building from this View Plane]
Move across the rear Yard to the South-West Corner of the Building.
Then move along the side Yard to end at Charlotte Street.
First Construction Event: Late 18th Century (First East Building)
Undetermined was the appearance of this building. It had an earth-based foundation.
Second Construction Event: Late 18th Century (Second East Building)
Other than the east wall of this building, undetermined was the finish on the other walls. Its south sidewall next to the east wall quoins also did not have a flush vertical board. Its absence here contrasted sharply with its existence on the north sidewall of the NORTH-EAST room.
Serving a heating device was a chimney (of an undetermined material) set within the west wall of the SOUTH-EAST room that exited upon the roof at the wall plate. Below, perhaps a portion of the mass and lower stack also stood to the exterior of the building.

In the west wall were two exterior rear doorways, one in the NORTH-EAST room, and one in the SOUTH-EAST room.

Within the south wall, at least one diagonal framing brace (hidden) extended from the groundsill to the south-west corner of the SOUTH-EAST room.

Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Here, sited at the south-west corner of the WEST ADDITION, was perhaps an open recess (hidden between and behind the interpretative corner boards of the south and west walls). Naturally, this speculative conclusion has driven other decisions. 

The evidence that supported an open SOUTH-WEST recess was quite compelling: 
(1) Within the recess, the framed west wall of the CENTRAL ADDITION had clapboards (present ones). They extended north, to meet the clapboards (present ones) of the south wall of the NORTH-WEST room. 
(2) The framed west wall had nailed to the horizontal sheathing a vertical 4-1/2 inches wide corner board (hidden). It stood, facing west, at the corner of the west and south walls of the CENTRAL ADDITION. 

(3) The south wall of the NORTH-WEST room had a doorway with a top drip cap (present one) normally associated with exterior openings, a threshold member (hidden), and an exterior [storm] door (with an outward swing). 
(4) The flooring joists of the later SOUTH-WEST room were different from those of the earlier NORTH-WEST room. 
An open SOUTH-WEST recess meant the following:

(1) It did not have masonry foundations to the south and to the west of it.

(2) The framed south wall of the NORTH-WEST room had a complete run of foundation.
(3) The framed west wall of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room had a partial run of foundation to where it met the south foundation of the NORTH-WEST room. 

The height of the masonry foundation at the south doorway no doubt required either an exterior platform with steps or just a set of steps.

Cut now in the south wall were three basement openings: 
(1) Two openings (one hidden to the west of the present one) beneath the SOUTH-CENTRAL room 
(2) One opening (hidden), placed perhaps now or later, partially in line beneath the window (present doorway) of the SOUTH-EAST room
Also constructed were three south ground floor windows: 
(1) One (encompassed by the present doorway) of the SOUTH-EAST room 
(2) Another (hidden), just a bit further to the west of the same room, with evidence of exterior casings (ghost)
(3) Further west, another, (present one, but perhaps wider) of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room 
Of interest, the window (hidden) of the SOUTH-EAST room had severed the diagonal corner brace in this wall.
Although the EAST BUILDING had an attic, it did not have an attic window in its south gable.

Cut in the west wall of the NORTH-WEST room was an exterior rear doorway (encompassing the present one). It opened upon the room’s REAR stairwell. 

Moot was the possibility that to the north of the doorway, in the masonry foundation, extending to the north wall was either a narrow or a large opening (ghost). At some point, it disappeared.

In the west wall to the south of the above doorway, also servicing the NORTH-WEST room was another exterior rear doorway opening (hidden). It stood at foundation level, and had an undetermined function. Perhaps it opened upon an attached outbuilding.
Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Created in the place of the SOUTH-WEST recess was an enclosed SOUTH-WEST room. It produced a number of modifications:
(1) Perimeter foundations and wall framings: 

(a) Extended, west and south respectively, were those (present ones) of the SOUTH-CENTRAL and NORTH-WEST rooms.
(2) Roof: 

(a) Installed was one (present one) at the same pitch and height as that over the NORTH-WEST room. 

(3) Window openings: 

(a) Placed, of undetermined use, was a large opening (encompassing the present window opening) in the new west foundation.
(4) Exterior Finish: 

(a) Covered were the new south and west walls with perhaps clapboards.
Closed-off, now or later, in the south wall of the SOUTH-EAST room, was its most west window opening with fill boards (hidden). Covering them was perhaps an obvious clapboard repair.

High up in the south gable above the SOUTH-EAST room was an attic window opening (encompassing the present window opening of the SECOND STORY).
On the roof now protruded the new east, brick fireplace stack, centred on the width of the EAST BUILDING, to join the earlier one to the west. 

In the basement below the SOUTH-CENTRAL room, closed in was the most west window (hidden).
________________________

Later, in the south wall of the SOUTH-EAST room replaced was its easterly window with an exterior side doorway (encompassing the present one). It had exterior casings (ghost) and perhaps an exterior storm door with an outward swing. Set beneath the doorway was an assumed step partially obscuring the basement window.

Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Installed was a window opening (encompassing the present now smaller one) in the ground floor south wall of the SOUTH-WEST room.
Perhaps now shingles replaced the exterior clapboarded finish of the saltbox on all sides, with a thick birch bark covering underneath. 
Now or later, replaced was the possible exterior storm door of the SOUTH-EAST room with a series over time of two new ones with an outward swing to the east. Each closed against the same added attached wooden checks (present ones) nailed to the interior casings of the doorway. Each had two butt hinges (ghosts).
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Undoubtedly, shingles was the wall finish of the newly raised SECOND STOREY of the CENTRAL ADDITION. Here, in the upper floor, were three openings: 
(1) In the south wall was a window, above the SOUTH-CENTRAL room. No doubt, it had a double-hung sash, two lights over two. Above it placed was a wooden cap.
(2) In the south wall, at the peak was a narrow, ventilation opening.

(3) In the west wall was one, either a window (hidden), or more likely, a doorway (present interior one), above the SOUTH-CENTRAL room.
Reduced in size in the south wall were the window openings (present ones) in the SOUTH-WEST and SOUTH-CENTRAL rooms. Left untouched in the SOUTH-WEST room was its sill (present long one). The lights of its new single sash (present one perhaps) were three over three. The window sash of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room was perhaps double-hung, perhaps two lights over two, set within a narrower opening. Above it placed was a wooden cap.

Re-sized likewise was the basement window (present one) in the west wall below the SOUTH-WEST room. Placed was a new sash within a dormant frame of an undetermined type.
Installed in the attic window above the SOUTH-EAST room was a new sash. It was double-hung, two lights over two. Above it placed was a wooden cap.

In the west wall, modified was the most north exterior rear doorway opening (elevated top and bottom) that opened upon the REAR STAIRWELL.
Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991
The walls of the WEST ADDITION were wood-shingled with three window openings. Its west and south ones no doubt were double-hung with two lights over two and had plain casings. At some time, the casing of the west opening had an applied trim (present one).
Both windows had wooden caps above. Later replaced were both sashes with new double-hung ones, one light over one. 

Boards now closed-off the most south exterior doorway (hidden) in the west wall of the NORTH-WEST room.

The walls of the new addition and the portion below, that included the masked exterior doorway, were then wood-shingled.
Afterwards, raised against the west wall of the WESTERN ADDITION, was a newly, attached outbuilding (ghost), perhaps a “carriage house”. It extended from the north wall to a point almost 6 feet from the south wall. Upwards, it stood c.9 feet, to just below the window (present one) of the narrow SECOND STORY. It utilized the exterior rear doorway of the NORTH-WEST room. 
Re-shingled above, and to the south of the “carriage house”, sometime during its life was the weather-exposed west wall of the single-roomed SECOND STOREY and WESTERN ADDITION. Below, within the “carriage house”, left intact were the shingles on the west wall of the WESTERN ADDITION. Left too were those on the upper exposed north portion of the single-roomed SECOND STOREY.
Somewhat later, the structure disappeared.
Installed was a new inward opening single sash with three lights side by side, within a dormant frame in the south basement window below the SOUTH-CENTRAL room.
Sometime during this period modified in the NORTH-WEST room was the exterior west rear doorway with the lowering of its header.

In the 1920s, the [entire] south wall of the EAST and WEST BUILDINGS received new shingles. Covered over, now (or if the wall was again re-shingled later) was the ventilation opening at the peak.
Installed in the SOUTH-CENTRAL room was a new [double-hung] sash, one light over one, with a raised sill, for a shorter window. Above, in the SECOND STOREY, replaced was the sash with a new double-hung one, one light over one.

The exterior side doorway of the SOUTH-EAST room had a modern metal storm door with a swing to the east.

Applied to the west foundation was a facing of cement that also covered over the basement window under the SOUTH-WEST room.

The exterior west rear doorway had a modern metal storm door with a swing to the south.

Removed was the small south wall basement window, or other type, opening (visible in 1991) below the SOUTH-EAST room. 
INTERIOR ROOM VIEW PLANES
GROUND FLOOR

EAST BUILDING:

NORTH-EAST ROOM
[Room Photo]
First Construction Event: Late 18th Century (First East Building)
Undetermined was the room’s layout.
Second Construction Event: Late 18th Century (Second East Building
Entry was via the central exterior doorway of the SOUTH-EAST room, down a corridor, to a doorway, and into this the NORTH-EAST room.
Renovations here included widespread flooring repairs throughout the room. To the west, this work also required a re-used timber as a replacement groundsill. 

Upon this groundsill rested the west ends of the building’s joists (present ones). Placed upon them for its flooring was first a bottom layer of re-used boards (hidden). The top layer was also of boards with butt joints (present ones).

Most surprisingly, the west wall studs (present ones) sat directly on the bottom layer of the double-layered floor. They did not connect to the re-used groundsill with joinery. They did however connect to a wall plate. It too was a re-used member.
In its east wall, north-east corner, more aged, perhaps even weathered, than the other (later repair) posts further south were the corner post (hidden) and the next two studs (hidden). Nailed to these three was the original exterior ashlar work.
This wall once perhaps had other older studs as well. For example, a subsequent east wall modification included at least one re-used stud (hidden). It had nails in it that had once secured one-inch stock.

Initially, excessively wide, as much as 7 feet (84 inches), yet only 45-1/2 inches high was the first east [window] opening. It stood about 27-1/2 inches off the floor. It had utilized the third older stud from the north as its north jamb. Placed into the south side of the jamb were two cutouts spaced apart vertically, into which, no doubt, let were the header and sill of the opening. 
Of further interest, in their connections these three, older studs displayed a mix of joinery and nails. Nailed unexpectedly to the wall plate (present one) was one of them. Joinery connected another, the north window jamb (hidden), to the wall plate above, yet, below, with nails to its diagonal piece (hidden). It, in turn, connected to the corner post through joinery.
In the north-east corner, different from elsewhere in the room were its lath nails. They no doubt represented the original lath and plasterwork, that reached from this corner to the jamb of the original, exceptionally wide [window] opening.
Finished was the east wall with plaster upon hand-split laths. They were contemporary with the c.7-foot wide [window] opening. Plastered were the upper joist areas, though covered by painted boards (present ones), applied now or later. 

A cornice along the east wall was not apparent. 

The ceiling of this room was open, with thick, tongued and grooved attic flooring-boards (present ones). They were set upon eight exposed rough, joists (present ones). Painted white or whitewashed, some were round on one side, and flattened on the side opposite. 
Between this room and the SOUTH-EAST room was an east/west room-separation partition (ghost, set just north of the later, present plaster partition). It stood at or a bit north of the north jamb of the central exterior entry doorway. 
In this south room-separation partition, at its west end, connecting this room to the SOUTH-EAST room stood a doorway (approximately in line with the present doorway in the present east/west plaster partition). Its west [ghost of a jamb] stood about 15 inches from this room’s west wall. 
Finished from floor to ceiling were the room’s west and north walls with a painted or whitewashed cladding of horizontal boards (present ones). They were wide, beaded upon the tongued and grooved side, and installed bead facing down. Beneath, ship-lapped boards (hidden) placed vertically served as nailers.

Cut into the north wall, at the east wall, was an undetermined feature (present one), a small one. It stood 44-1/4 inches off the flooring, and was 25 inches wide, by 26-1/2 inches tall.
Perhaps only the north wall had a cornice (ghost). On any wall, baseboards were not evident.

Window opening locations other than the east wall opening were uncertain. 

In the west wall, to the north of the south board partition, was an exterior rear doorway opening (encompassed by the present one). It stood no taller than 72-1/2 inches off the floor. It had at least one member (present north re-used one, partially hidden) with a painted edge. 

This room did not have a fireplace.

Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
The west exterior rear doorway now, now an interior doorway, opened upon the NORTH-CENTRAL room. 
Now reduced from about 7 feet in width, by closing it off towards the north, to 4 feet was the large east [window] opening. It stood 2 feet (24 inches) off the floor with a tall 71-1/2 inch tall opening. Its stool consisted of a beveled board (hidden) that spanned two major wall studs (hidden). 

Of interest, the window reduction (the one now and another later) required the placing in the wall of new studs (hidden). Some stood more proud towards the interior of the room than did the older ones left in the wall. 

Plastered no doubt as well was the area where the window reduction occurred. Vertical boards (hidden) served as nailers in the east wall for applying the lath and plaster. Not placed, as in the SOUTH-EAST room, was a 5-inch high wooden member serving as a nailer that stretched along the base of the east wall. 

Set within the 4-foot wide window opening were two window sashes. Each was approximately 23 inches in width, one sash to the south and one sash to the north. 
Above each sash was a north/south casing with an applied molded trim (found in 1991 “in situ” were both for the south sash). The casing and trim measured 25 inches of length. The trim matched those of the two window openings in the NORTH-CENTRAL room. 

Affixed, with two long hand wrought nails, were the top window casings (butt joints). To them nailed, with short hand wrought nails only partially counter sunk, was the applied molded trim. The exterior end had mitre joinery. The interior end had butt joinery. Nailed (one nail) to the mitred joint of each unit was a vertical, molded trim piece (mitred) set upon its own vertical casing (butt). 
Here, between the interior butt ends of the two upper casings and applied trim, sandwiched between the two sashes, was the end of an east/west single-board north partition. To the west, this partition (its ghost exposed under the present stairwell) ran into the west wall.

Directly above the partition, and in line, was a ceiling joist (which possibly provided strong support). In this partition was most, likely, another doorway. It opened upon a small north room measuring almost 6 feet in width facing Charlotte Street.

This room served as a storage/perhaps retail area. In its north perimeter wall now closed-off with three boards (present ones) was the small, undetermined feature. Crossing it and along the entire north perimeter wall, set upon cleats (ghosts) nailed to the horizontal board cladding, were shelving boards (ghosts). They were one-inch thick, c.18 inches deep or greater, and organized into three vertical bays of a uniform width. Below, possibly set upon the floor, were bins, about 2-feet deep.

Partially built against the horizontal board cladding of the west wall were additional shelves. They extended 66 inches north from the north partition wall to meet the shelving on the north perimeter wall. 

Finally, constructed against the north side of the north partition wall and extended eastward were shelves. They were c.11-1/2 to 14 inches deep and supported by cleats upon the horizontal board cladding of the west wall.

Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
The decision to alter the east ashlar facade drove additional changes in this room. 

One was the creation of a new Charlotte Street exterior entry doorway. The doorway caused the removal of the south room-separation partition. It also required the removal, in part, from the central exterior entry doorway, the existing north stud (former jamb). Its replacement to the south of the removed one was a new stud (hidden jamb). It allowed the new doorway to utilize a then existing north stud (hidden) as its other jamb. Between the two was a raised threshold board (hidden), cut into the floorboards.

The doorway opening stood 36 inches wide, by 74-1/2 inches high. Its casings (present south one hidden in the plaster partition) and applied molded trim (present south one hidden in the plaster partition) matched the 18th-century ones in the EAST BUILDING.
By closing off a further portion towards the north, narrowed now was the large window opening, from c.4 feet to about 3 feet. It was now no taller than about 59 inches. It stood approximately 30 inches off the floor. 

These alterations necessitated a new north jamb stud, [new stool support], an exterior vertical board to close-off the space, new [board] cripple studs beneath the window sill, a new single sash in the reduced opening, and, plaster upon hand-split laths where required. 

Undetermined was the window casing’s applied molded trim. No doubt, it and its casings matched that of the 18th-century doorways in the EAST BUILDING. Of interest, hacked back now was the earlier top casing above the former south sash, to enable this new work. That modification left behind within the wall the “in situ” casing remnants and its molded trim.
___________

A major event in the SOUTH-EAST room was the construction of a central rubble-stone and brick fireplace mass (present one). Here, on this side, it had no fireplace. 

Installed to the east, and to the west, of this masonry mass were spaced, vertical, board-on-board (double-board) room-separation partitions (present ones). Their constructions were not unlike the earlier ones, raised in the CENTRAL ADDITION.

Positioned was the west one in line with the north back of the fireplace mass; Set was the east one further south. The latter one thus had a distinct setback or jog, to avoid the newly installed east exterior entry doorway. Even at that, it butted against the south vertical casing of the doorway.
Plastered upon hand-split laths were the double-board room-separation partitions (mostly still with the original plaster) and the brickwork of the fireplace mass. The partition line had a beaded baseboard (present one), but no cornice.

Re-worked on this side in the west wall was the connecting doorway to the NORTH-CENTRAL room. Incorporated was perhaps at least one member of the original doorway of the NORTH-EAST room.
The doorway opening was 30-1/2 inches wide, by 72-1/2 inches tall (from its present threshold) with checks (present ones) on this side. The casings (present ones) of the doorway had an applied molded trim (present ones). They matched the other 18th-century ones in the EAST BUILDING, on doorways on both sides of the room-separation partitions, and in the west wall to the SOUTH-CENTRAL room. 
The casings and applied trim sat on, rather than to the sides of, a raised threshold board (not the present one). 
Placed on the south side of the doorway were two butt hinges (ghost) for a door that closed upon its keeper (ghost). The keeper measured 3-3/4 inches, and over the years was apparently the only one ever installed. It was perhaps the standard size throughout the EAST and WEST BUILDINGS during this period.
Between the south, room-separation partitions and the north partition, running east/west was a new single-board corridor partition wall (ghost). Inserted in its east portion was a major vertical post (present ground floor remnant), 3-1/4 inches square. It passed completely through the newly repaired 2-layered flooring-boards. 

Above the corridor partition, added was an east/west joist. In its east portion, between it and the joist above the north partition was a north/south header (hidden). It serviced a new attic stairwell (32 inches wide) punched through the ceiling. The stairwell replaced the one removed from the SOUTH-EAST room.

Some possible elements of the new stairwell were:

(1) Its frame was of wide, painted boards. They were one-inch thick, tongued and grooved, and placed horizontally. 
(In its construction, the SECOND STOREY STAIRWELL later re-used some stairway boards. Their ghosts reveal a slightly steeper rise than that of the current one). 

(2) Set against a wall of some type was one stringer. It intersected with the laths of a plastered wall. Perhaps beaded, painted and designed to accept laths or boards against it was another stringer. Whitewashed underneath were both stringers, and their risers.
(The REAR stairwell of the NORTH-WEST room incorporated these two stringers in its construction).
The attic stairway had an apparent west to east run, although either direction was possible. For example, it began approximately opposite the west end of the fireplace mass, and ended, to the east, at the new ceiling header (approximately opposite the jog of the eastern south, room-separation partition).

Between the south, room-separation partitions and the new, north partition was a corridor. It extended from the east exterior entry doorway to the west doorway to the NORTH-CENTRAL room. It also serviced other doorways.
One was the then existing doorway, north of the stairwell, to the storage/perhaps retail area. Within this small room, removed now were all of the shelving units along the north wall of the room. Removed too, but a moot point, were the shelves along the west wall and the north partition of this small room.
Cut into the north wall, was a window opening (present closed-off one, partially hidden behind the present stairwell). It was c.35-37 inches wide, by 56-1/2 inches high (exterior measurement). It had window casings (ghost).
Leading off the corridor to the SOUTH-EAST room through the western south, room-separation partition was a new doorway (present one), 30-1/4 inches, by 74-1/4 inches. It had casings (present ones) and applied molded trim (present ones). It also had a raised threshold board (no longer present). 
A door, keyed on this side, the non-raised paneled side, opened outwards into the SOUTH-EAST room.

Within the corridor itself, built was a possible doorway, or a feature of some type. It ran north/south between the header of the stairwell and the jog in the eastern portion of the plaster partition. Here, nailed to the east face of the jog was a vertical, board (present one). It perhaps suggested a feature separating out a third of the corridor to the east, from the two-thirds remaining to the west.

Of interest, the vertical board had a bead that was the same as on the baseboard of the south, room-separation partition.

Perhaps now too, finished off with hand-split laths (nailed to strapping placed north/south) upon plaster was a portion of the ceiling south of the attic stairwell. To its north remaining open, with exposed joists, now (and oft later as well) painted white or whitewashed was the area above the small north room.

Removed, perhaps now, from above and to the south side of the west doorway was the cladding of boards. Replacing it was plaster upon hand-split laths.

Left alone was any remaining horizontal board cladding.
Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Punched through the floor under the western portion of the attic stairwell was a basement stairwell (present ghost under the SECOND STOREY STAIRWELL). Its stairs (present ghost) had an east to west run. Its width between two stringers (present ones) was about 30-1/2 inches. Problematic was its closure, like a hatch door, for example.

The stairwell exited into the basement kitchen under the NORTH-CENTRAL room near its masonry fireplace. 
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
The SECOND STOREY construction incorporated in its design a new STAIRWELL (present one). It caused the dismantling and closing-off of the attic stairwell, the basement stairwell (masked with the present boards), and the removal of the room’s interior board partitions.

Masked with re-used horizontal boards (present ones) was the window in the north wall. Constructed against it and the wall was the new stairway. Its construction used boards from the former stairway for its east structural support. For closing-off the former stairwell opening, it scabbed painted, horizontal interior cladding and other type [partition] boards. Likewise, used were boards with spaced mortises holes in them of a uniform size.

 Introduced in its construction at ceiling level was at least one metal bolt connector (hidden).

Providing access to the area beneath the stairs were two doorway openings (present ones): 
(1) A standard sized one facing south (26-1/2 inches wide between checks (present ones), by 73-1/4 inches to its threshold)
(2) A low one facing east (24 inches between checks (present ones), by 47 inches to a removed threshold)
The south stairs doorway incorporated several re-used molded trim pieces (present ones matching other 18th -century casing moldings used in the room), but the casings (present ones) were new.
A new north wall window opening (present one) illuminated the central landing of the new stairway
Other work happened as well.

For example, apparently installed in the east wall window opening was a new sash. It no doubt had new casings.
No taller than about 59 inches was now the east window opening. It perhaps stood about 30 inches off the floor. Below, an oddity was the removal of the 18th -century plaster, laths and cripple [boards]. Replacing them were machine-made laths and plaster upon two scabbed whitewashed cripple studs. Perhaps this repair had something to do with the removal of the partition and stairwell, and the new window work.
Applied elsewhere, wherever required, was plaster upon machine-made laths. It included over the open ceiling and the board cladding of the perimeter walls. Removed from the north wall was its cornice.
Installed all around were tall baseboards.

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Reduced in width with a rise in its height was the exterior entry doorway. It received new casings (excepting for the south one and its applied molded trim that remained hidden). Its door had an inward swing to the south.
Installed was another sash in the window opening. The opening measured 59 inches, by 37 inches. It stood 33-1/2 inches off the flooring. It received new casings.

Replaced too were the interior casings doorway (not the south one and its applied molded trim) of the entry and the window opening. 
Removed was the ceiling of lath and plaster. Replacing it were tiles.
Covered where necessary with plasterboard were the walls.

Installed beneath the SECOND STOREY stairwell (present one) were some shelves.
EAST BUILDING:

SOUTH-EAST ROOM

[Room Photo]
First Construction Event: Late 18th Century (First East Building)
Undetermined was the room’s layout.

Second Construction Event: Late 18th Century (Second East Building
Entry to the EAST BUILDING was by a central exterior entry doorway (hidden and mostly south of the present exterior entry doorway, opposite fireplace mass). Its opening was 38-39 inches wide, by c.84 inches high (exterior measurement). 

Renovations in the room included widespread flooring repairs that re-used many boards for the bottom layer (hidden). The top layer no doubt had boards with butt joints (hidden beneath the present hardwood floor). To the west, for certain, this repair work required a re-used timber as a groundsill.
Upon this groundsill rested the west ends of the building’s joists. Placed upon them was the 2-layered flooring. Most surprisingly, the west wall studs sat directly on the bottom layer of this double floor. The studs did not connect to the re-used groundsill with joinery. They did however connect to a wall plate. It too was a re-used member. 
Undetermined was if the top surface of the wall plate (hidden) had perhaps un-used double mortise holes for accepting double tenons (like in the NORTH-EAST room). Certainly, however, it had at least one un-used mortise of an undetermined type.
Initially, excessively wide, as much as 8 feet (96 inches) was the first east [window] opening. It stood about 27-1/2 inches off the floor. 

Finished was the east wall with plaster upon hand-split laths. They were contemporary with the c.8-foot wide [window] opening. Plastered were the upper joist areas, though covered by painted boards (present ones), applied now or later. 

A cornice along the east wall was not apparent.

(Left exposed in the ceiling to the east of the fireplace was an area for interpretative purposes).

The ceiling of the room was open with thick, tongued and grooved attic flooring-boards (exposed interpretive area). Set upon exposed joists (exposed interpretive area), eight of them, they included a stairwell header, all painted white or whitewashed.

To the north of the exterior entry doorway constructed was an east/west, single-board, room-separation, partition. At the west end of the board partition wall, a doorway (approximately in line with the present doorway) opened north into the NORTH-EAST room.

To the south of the exterior entry doorway was a relatively long attic stairway (hidden) with an east/west run (ending approximately opposite the west jamb of the present but later fireplace). It serviced the floor above (of an undetermined layout). Its width between its two attic joists was about 32 inches. Against the south side of the ascending stairwell was a partition (ghost) 3-1/2 inches to 4 inches wide that extended to the west wall.

At the west end of the corridor between the stairwell and the north partition, undetermined was what opened south into the SOUTH-EAST room through the south stairwell partition. Between it and the west wall of the room sufficient space, at least 5 feet, certainly existed for some type of formal entryway.
Underneath the attic stairwell, descending to the basement with a west to east run was another stairwell (hidden). Its width between its two ground floor joists was about 23-1/2 inches. Problematic was its closure, a hatch door for example.
Apparently interrelated, and thus constructed at the same time was the framing for the two stairwells and the ground floor and ceiling joists. Finished better were the joists to the south of the stairwell partition. To the north, they were generally log-like or rougher than the other ones to the south. 

Finished were the west and south walls with a cladding from floor-to-ceiling of horizontal boards (hidden). Beaded, tongued and grooved, and painted three times, they had, from the start, at just below ceiling joist level, a narrow (one-inch) applied trim piece (hidden). It crossed the west wall, and perhaps encircled the entire room as well. 

At least one of the cladding boards facing inwards towards the room had vertical incising (at least partially if not fully) It was like the scoring on the east facade of the building.

The artisanship in this room was excellent. For example, the cutting of the wall cladding boards to fit around ceiling joists was superior. Flooring and ceiling joist patterns, and ground floor fireplace and attic stairwell construction also reflected framing and carpentry techniques of a skilled nature.

A cornice along these walls was not apparent. 
On any wall, baseboards were uncertain. Uncertain too were openings, other than the east one.
At the west end of the corridor was an exterior rear doorway (present one but then taller and wider), c. 34-35 inches wide, by c. 72-1/2 inches tall. 
Further south of this doorway, rising up from the basement against the west wall, near the south-west corner, was a rubble-stone mass (hidden). It measured c. 23-29 inches deep, by 48-57 inches wide. Perhaps it serviced a heating device like a fireplace or stove. Evidence of a hearthstone was non-existent.
Positioned beneath a ground floor framed opening (33 inches deep, by 53 inches wide), 50 inches of the masonry mass completely severed the west groundsill. Above, a stack (hidden ghost) was less than 28-30 inches wide where it passed through the wall plate. 

At the west wall plate, a chimney fire flared up at some time, to char the plate to the north and south of the fireplace stack. Charred too was the end of a ceiling joist immediately to the east of the stack.

Severing the ceiling joist next to the wall plate near the south-east corner of the room was a chimney-like opening (hidden). It exited into the attic area above.
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
The renovations in the WEST BUILDING had an immediate affect upon this room.

Connecting it in the west wall to a new SOUTH-CENTRAL room was a new doorway opening (hidden and c. 3-1/2 feet south of the present doorway). Its width was no greater than 32 inches.

Providing access to the new EAST closet/hall was the original exterior rear doorway in the west wall. 
___________

The masonry fireplace in the west wall now ceased operation. Removed were the stack, fireplace, and hearth down to the mass at just below ground floor level. Here in the flooring, closed over was the resulting opening (hidden). 
This removal decision, and the construction of three new fireplaces in the WEST BUILDING, perhaps signaled a new function for this room. 

Now reduced from its almost 8-foot width to a still relatively wide 4-foot opening by closing it off towards the south was the large east [window] opening (encompassing the present one). It was approximately 6 feet tall. It stood possibly 2 feet (24 inches) off the floor. It apparently did not have a beveled board stool as deployed in the NORTH-EAST room. 
Unresolved was the question of the number of sashes in this east opening, one or two. Undetermined as well was the window casing’s applied molded trim. No doubt, it matched that of the window in the east wall in the NORTH-EAST room.
Stretching along the east wall at its base was a 5-inch high wooden member (hidden) that served as a nailer. Above vertical boards (hidden) also served as nailers for applying the hand-split laths for the plaster. Plastered too no doubt was the area where the window reduction had occurred. 
Placed in the south wall were two other window openings. One stood to the east (encompassed by the present day doorway), 37-1/2 inches wide, by maximum 62 inches tall (exterior measurement). The other (hidden), 30-1/2 inches wide, by 50 inches tall (exterior measurement), arose further west. 
Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
The decision to alter the east ashlar facade drove additional changes in this room. 

Closed-off in the east wall was the original exterior entry doorway (hidden). 
Removed was the north, room-separation partition.
Narrowed in was an additional area to the south of the still large window opening. Now, it was about 3 feet wide, and no taller than about 59 inches. It perhaps stood about 29-1/2 inches off the (present hardwood) flooring. 
This modification required the placement of a re-used jamb stud (hidden) with a tenon on its lower end, [new stool support], the closing in of the space with an exterior vertical board, the insertion of new board cripple studs (hidden) beneath the window sill, and no doubt, the placement of a new, single sash in the reduced opening.

The window undoubtedly also required new window casings, assembled like those in the NORTH-CENTRAL room. 
Undetermined was the window casing’s applied molded trim. No doubt, it and the casings matched that of the 18th-century doorways in the EAST BUILDING.

___________

Many other changes occurred too.

Backed up against the NORTH-EAST room was a single-heating [wood burning] fireplace (present one with its opening hidden). It was of rubble-stone and brick. Its hearth opening (present one) and its hearthstone (hidden beneath the later tiles) approximated the size of the earlier one in the NORTH-CENTRAL room. Its wooden mantle-piece (present one), had a covering decorative piece, of an undetermined nature (speculative ghost), applied just below its shelf support.

Its construction required the removal of the attic stairwell and its opening closed with boards. Masked too was the basement stairwell (hidden), and the chimney-like opening in the ceiling near the room’s south-east corner.
Positioned between this room and the NORTH-EAST room were two, east/west, double-board, room-separation, partitions (present ones), one to the east, and one to the west of the fireplace mass. Set to the north further than the eastern one was the west partition. Nevertheless, it still butted against the vertical casing of the north jamb of the earlier built doorway to the EAST closet/hall.
Across the ceiling, including over the attic stairwell, nailed to boards placed level to the side of the east/west ceiling joists, were north/south strapping (exposed interpretive area). It did not pass over the room-separation partition and into the NORTH-EAST room.
Affixed along the top of the partition wall, at ceiling level, was a horizontal board serving as a nailer (exposed interpretive area). Attached just below it was a second horizontal one, a wooden cornice nailer (exposed interpretive area). This pattern repeated itself along the other three perimeter walls. 

The ends of the ceiling strapping rested upon the top nailer. Butting up against it was the hand-split ceiling lathing. Set upon it along this wall was the top of the crown molding (present one) of the cornice. It tapered down in thickness upon a major portion of the wooden cornice nailer. Along its lower edge was an applied base trim piece (present one). This pattern repeated itself along the other perimeter walls as well. 
Plastered now upon hand-split laths was the ceiling. Likewise finished (each still with the original plaster) was the east wall where the former central doorway and wider/taller window opening had stood, the brickwork above the fireplace mantle, the north double-board room-separation partitions, and the remaining floor-to-ceiling horizontal board cladding (i.e. not first removed like above and to the side of the doorway in the NORTH-EAST room).

The north partition line - and the other walls in the room - no doubt had a beaded baseboard (like the one on the partition side opposite, in the NORTH-EAST room). All walls were without chair-rails. 

Of interest, the plaster on this north partition wall butted up (hidden) against the plaster of the west wall, to reveal the order of work. Cut into this north plastered partition wall was a doorway (present one). It measured 31 inches wide, by 72-3/4 inches tall between its checks (present ones) on this side. 
Its door (present one) was 1-1/4 inches thick (a common colonial size) of mortise and tenon construction. It had its typical six panels (two over two over two). One side had raised panels, the other flat ones but molded. The top two panels were small, the others larger, all of the same size.
This door opened inwards upon two butt hinges (ghosts), with a sweep to the east. Over the years, it repeatedly butted against the fireplace mantle. Its raised paneled side was this side.

The door had a surface mounted, double handed box or rim lock (ghost), 8 inches, by 4-3/4 inches, keyed on both sides. Over the next centuries, it closed against at least three keepers (ghosts). All were of the same size (3-3/4 inches). At least one was a type of catch where the bolt closed against a sealed end. Perhaps all served the same lock.
The door casings (present ones) with its applied molded trim (present ones) matched those on the doorways on the south and west walls of the NORTH-EAST room. 
Closed-off, and plastered, over, in the west wall was the doorway leading to the SOUTH-CENTRAL room. Now, or earlier, masked too in the south wall was the west most window opening.

The conversion to a hall of the EAST closet/hall led to a modification of the original doorway to it. Cut through was its framed header, raising the height of the doorway several inches. Lessened was its width, even more inches, in from the doorway’s original north jamb (hidden). 

Undertaken was this narrowing to accommodate the new north partition. Where it met the west wall, it now concealed the meeting point of the new top casing and the former north jamb of the original doorway. Now applied to the new casings was the molded trim (south side and top) that matched the other 18th-century ones on the doorways in the EAST BUILDING.
This side of the doorway remained without door checks.
________________________

Somewhat later was another change.

Left in place, no doubt, were all the baseboards in this room. Then applied over the lower portion of the plastered wall, excepting, a part, if not all, of the north wall was a horizontal wainscot (present one). It consisted of wide non-beaded boards, tongued and grooved. To the west of the fireplace mass, the finish upon the double-board partition was a lower, vertical board wainscoting (present one). To the east, undetermined was the finish (later wallpaper and a 20th -century built-in cabinet construction obscures the area). Installed were chair-rails (present ones) and baseboards (present ones) all round. 
Of interest, not embedded in the plaster were the chair-rails of all walls excepting those of the north wall. The general result was an awkward fit against, for example, the trim of the casing of the doorway in the west wall. In contrast, cut first into the north wall, was a top horizontal wooden member (c, 2 inches wide). It served as a nailer (hidden). Affixed upon the plaster up to the top edge of the nailer was the vertical board. Nailed to it, along its top edge, was a chair-rail, with the cap embedded into the plaster to produce a more precise fit against the door casing here.
Logically, at this time the windowsill, at its top, and the nosing of the wall’s chair-rail met it at the same level. The chair-rail at the east window stood 30-3/4 inches off the (present hardwood) flooring. However, now or later, the windowsill came to be lower.
Replacing the most east window opening in the south wall was an exterior side doorway, 32 inches wide, by 94 inches tall (exterior measurement above the groundsill). Its casings (present ones) had the same flush molded trim design as found on the room’s baseboards. 
The doorway was narrower than the window it replaced, and it stood taller. Its door had two butt hinges (ghost) and an interior swing towards the east.

Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Apparently hacked back, now, or earlier, were the inside cheeks (hidden) of the wooden mantle-piece. This modification, for reasons undetermined, was not as severe as in the NORTH-CENTRAL room. 

Reduced in size, now or later, with perhaps a brick fill (area hidden), covered over with plaster, was the fireplace opening. Within this smaller space was an insert (present one) for burning coal.
Removed from the doorway in the south wall was its upper casing. Replacing it was a non-descript one (present one). No doubt, the work represented a lowering of the header to perhaps 79 inches.
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Removed, now or earlier, was the lower decorative feature from the mantle-piece. Now applied, to it, were new molded trim pieces (present ones).
Installed, here, in the east wall window opening was a new sash, with new casings. The opening was no taller than about 59 inches. It perhaps stood about 29-1/2 inches off the (present hardwood) flooring. Beneath it, in the wall, unaltered were the 18th-century cripple boards.

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

In the 1920s era, new installations included the tiling (present one) of the hearth, the laying of a hardwood floor (present one), and the placing of a threshold (present one) in the doorway to the EAST closet/hall. In the 1930s, assembled was a built-in cabinet (present one) in the north-east corner of the room. 
Installed was a new east window sash with new casings. 
The east window opening was now 37-1/4 inches wide, by 58/59 inches tall. It stood 30-1/2 inches off the hardwood flooring. 
Also replaced was the exterior side door in the south wall, swinging inwards now upon an added, third butt hinge (ghost).

Removed was the ceiling of lath and plaster. Replacing it were tiles.

WEST BUILDING: 

CENTRAL ADDITION, 
NORTH-CENTRAL ROOM

 [Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Defining the south limits of this room were two separate east/west double-board, room-separation partitions (present ones). The one stood to the west and the other to the east of the central rubble-stone and brick mass (present one). This mass served this and the SOUTH-CENTRAL rooms as a [wood burning] back-to-back fireplace complex. In this room, the fireplace opening (present one) measured 36-1/2 inches wide, by 39 inches tall to its flat iron plate, by 17-1/2 inches deep.
Here, set within the hearth opening (present one) of the fireplace, with a wooden insert (present one) in the floor in front, was a hearthstone (present one). It was of approximately the same size as that of the SOUTH-EAST room. 
Strikingly similar to the ones (present ones) in the SOUTH-EAST room were the extended ends (the ghost) of the support of the fireplace shelf (ghost), and likewise its wooden mantle-piece (present one). No doubt then serving as a covering piece applied just below its shelf support was a decorative piece. It was of an undetermined nature (speculative ghost).
Affixed to the bottom of the ceiling joists was strapping. Made level by hacking into the joists where necessary, it passed over the room-separation partition. In places, it also extended into the SOUTH-CENTRAL room as well. Nailed to it were the ceiling laths.
Finished too with hand-split laths were the perimeter walls, the new partition line, and the brickwork above the fireplace mantle. Also installed were chair-rails, baseboards (probably beaded), and, at the ceiling, wooden members serving as cornice nailers (present ones) shimmed with vertical laths (present ones). Affixed crown molding and applied base trim pieces (3/4 inches wide) completed the work. 
Then finished with plaster were the walls (west/north/east ones have original plaster) and ceiling.

The ground floor flooring consisted of a double layer of butt-jointed boards (present ones). Nailed between their top flooring joints sometime in the 18th century were wooden strips (present ones). They generally did not pass beneath the baseboards.

Connecting this room to the NORTH-EAST room was a doorway (present one), 31-3/4 inches wide between its checks (present ones), by 73 inches from its threshold. Its casings (present ones) and applied molded trim (present ones) matched those found in the SOUTH-CENTRAL room. The casings and applied trim sat on, rather than to the sides of, a raised threshold board (not the present one). 
The inward swing of the door was to the south upon two butt hinges (ghost). It closed upon a bolt keeper. Two different sized ones (ghosts) appeared over the next centuries: 

(1) 3-3/4 inches 
(2) 3 inches (came later)
In the west wall, connecting this room to the NORTH-WEST room, was another doorway opening (hidden, defined by the severed chair-rail and baseboard). It was 37 inches wide, by 79-1/2 inches tall between two main studs (hidden). Spaced substantially wider apart than the other ones (hidden) in the same wall, this studwork was perhaps pre-planned. 
The north wall had two window openings (present ones):

(1) Each opening measured c. 33 inches wide, by c. 53-1/2 inches tall (exterior measurement). 
(2) Each opening had two vertical side casings (present ones) and applied molded trim (present ones, except for the later removed few inches at the top of the vertical ones) that met the nailed cornice crown molding above.
(3) The horizontal casing of each opening was the cornice nailer (present one upon which sat the cornice crown molding).

(4) The horizontal casing did not have an applied molded trim.
(5) The interior casings of each opening had a bead

(6) Tenoned into the horizontal casing were the vertical side casings. 
The applied molded trim of the window casings matched the one found “in situ” covered over in the wall of the NORTH-EAST room.

The windowsill, at its top, and the nosing of the wall’s chair-rail met it at the same level (ghosts).

Fewer by far, heavier and spaced further apart than those of the EAST BUILDING were its ground floor ceiling joists. They also now shared its former exterior wall. Here nailed just below the top face of the now common wall plate was a horizontal double ledger (hidden). Resting upon it was the room’s three joists (hidden). To the side of the joist closest to the fireplace, nailed with large headed nails was an iron anchor (hidden). Hooked over the wall plate, it no doubt prevented the joist from escaping to the west. Placement of the anchor was either now, or even in c.1900.

To the west, the ceiling joists lapped over a notched wall plate (hidden) of a framed wall of its own.
Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Closed-off in the west wall was the doorway opening with hand-split laths upon plaster. Crossing the new finish were now chair-rail, and baseboard inserts. They were clearly visible as a repair. 

Within the former doorway opening were two re-used painted boards (hidden) serving as nailers for the modification. They had open mortises (slots) in them, of a uniform size and no doubt uniform spacing. Undetermined was their origin.
Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Hacked away (hidden), now or earlier, from the inside cheeks of the wooden mantle-piece was about 1/4 inches of wood. This modification, for reasons undetermined, was more severe than in the SOUTH-EAST room.

Reduced in size with a brick fill, covered over with plaster was the fireplace opening. Within this smaller space was an insert for burning coal. 
Other modifications included plaster upon machine-made laths on the wall just to the east of the fireplace.
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Removed was the plaster ceiling, and its 18th -century laths, applied crown molding and the base trim of the cornice. 
Stabilized, immediately next to the fireplace, with an embedded horizontal retaining wooden beam system of some type, was a split ceiling joist. The joists also had an approximate 2 inch east to west downward slope. Leveling them for the flooring of the new SECOND STORY above were boards (hidden) nailed to their sides.

Re-built, styled like a flat, 4-sided pavilion-roof, was the ceiling. Of boards, they were not unlike those used for the ceiling in the SOUTH-CENTRAL room.

Replaced were the sashes in both window openings. Only lifted, and re-nailed back though, were its 18th-century vertical casings and their molded trim. Removed from the molded trim were a few inches at the top of each.
Pulled for undetermined reasons were the 18th -century baseboards, and even in some cases, the wooden nailers beneath them. The baseboard replacements were taller. 
Perhaps at this time the chair-rails also disappeared.
Now, or perhaps a bit earlier than the work in the SOUTH-EAST room, removed from the mantle-piece was its lower decorative feature. Replacing it were molded trim pieces apparently matching those of the SOUTH-EAST room.

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

The late 1950s marked the beginning of a period of renovations. For example, removed was the wooden ceiling, including the remaining 18th -century lath strapping beneath. Mended again was the split beam, this time with several retaining bolts (hidden) inserted through it. Likewise repaired were the other two beams. New cornices and tiles finished off the ceiling. 

Other renovations had plywood now covering over the entire flooring surface. As well, the applied molded trim pieces and shelf of the fireplace mantle-piece disappeared, replaced with a shelf of a modern, simplistic design. 

Covered were the walls with plasterboard. Applied over it later was simulated wood paneling.
Appearing in the 1950s or later in the south wall leading to the EAST closet/hall was a new connecting doorway. Punched through, it severed the then existing 18th -century double-board room-separation partition. 
The restoration project (1991-1994) later reconstructed the partition wall and finished it off with plaster upon laths.
WEST BUILDING:

CENTRAL ADDITION, 
SOUTH-CENTRAL ROOM, 
EAST CLOSET/HALL
 [Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Set against the east side of the masonry mass of the fireplace, this room much resembled in its construction the WEST closet opposite. However, instead of a doorway opening in its south wall, it had one (present one, but taller and wider) in its east wall. It was the former exterior rear doorway of the SOUTH-EAST room. 
This doorway had a framed opening. It measured 34-35 inches wide, by 72-1/2 inches tall. It consisted of a north stud (hidden by the present board), a south stud (most likely), and a header (removed) framed into both.
Nailed to the complete width of the north face of the north stud was a “dormant” board (hidden). Against it of a lesser width affixed was another board (removed). It produced a 2-inch wide check (ghost) on the west side of the doorway. Here its door hung upon two H or HL hinges (ghost). It had an inward sweep that opened against the north partition wall.

The ceiling was of plaster upon hand-split laths, nailed to strapping boards (hidden). Placed north/south, they crossed a presumed single ceiling joist (hidden). 
The flooring had a double layer of boards (present ones), butt-jointed.

Defining the north and south limits of the room were the NORTH-CENTRAL and SOUTH CENTRAL double-board, room-separation partitions. Retaining them in place on this side were wooden floor nailers (present ones). Each had a single bead on its upper surface. 
Finished from floor to ceiling of plaster upon hand-split laths were the partitions, as were all the walls. None had cornices or baseboards.
Unpainted was a small area (the present small cupboard with shelves) against the west wall. A floor nailer (present one) defined its east limit. Within this area, shelving of an 18th-century design was not apparent (the present board lining obscures much, but shelving indents as in the WEST closet were unlikely). Problematic was if the space was open or closed-off.
Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
With the desire for a passage between the SOUTH-EAST and SOUTH-CENTRAL rooms, the closet became a hall.
In the south wall, to the SOUTH-CENTRAL room, cut was a new doorway opening (present one). It was 30 inches wide, by 74 inches high. It had an undetermined type of casing but undetermined was whether it ever had an applied molded trim.
Moot too is whether the outward swing of the door was ever to the east. However, for certain, it once swung to the west towards the fireplace of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room. The door here closed with its non-raised panels facing into this room. Securing it on this side was a surface mounted box or rim lock (ghost), 6-1/2 inches, by 4 to 4-1/4 inches.

In the east wall, raised in height several inches, and narrowed in width in from its north jamb even more inches, was its doorway. It now measured 27-3/4 inches wide between its checks (present ones), by 74-1/2 inches high to the floor. Its door swung open upon two 9-inch tall H or HL hinges (ghost) inwards against the north wall. It swung closed against a keep, hammered into the south casing.
Here used were two different keepers: 
(1) One a cramp/staple of 3-1/2 (ghost) or 3-3/4 inches (present one)

(2) One of 3 inches (ghost)
Crudely placed around the doorway were its beaded casings (present ones). For example, their beads did not meet at a mitre.
Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
The inward opening door in the east wall disappeared, now or later. 

Also, now or later, closed in was the small area (present one) to the west. First, removed was the casing (and possible applied molded trim) on the west jamb of the south doorway. Next, nailed against the east face of the wooden floor nailer were two vertical boards (present ones). Perhaps re-used, they had 18th -century beading along their long edges. More resembling a door casing than a wall cladding board, one stood to the south and one to the north of a central doorway opening (present one), 17-1/2 inches wide, by 84 inches tall. 
In the opening, of vertical boards with horizontal battens, was a door (present one) set upon perhaps two HL hinges (perhaps now or later). The door opened outwards with a sweep to the north. It closed against the lower nailer. Above it stopped against a check (present one) created by two horizontal boards nailed to the back of the vertical boards. The two boards also finished off the open space above the door.
Shelving within the set-aside area was problematic.

Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Several changes ensued within the small area against the west wall. They produced here a cupboard (present one).
Removed (if existing) were its door, its hinges, its vertical boards to each side, and its horizontal board above. 
Installed was a wall lining of narrow, tongued and grooved boards. Affixed against them were a number of ledgers. Set upon them were their cupboard shelves. 
Installed was the door, now secured closed by means of a key through an escutcheon plate, (present one), and the vertical boards, and the two HL hinges. Nailed along the edge of the south vertical board, was a fill piece (present one) between it and the door. Required also was a cut in one of the shelf boards to accommodate one of the battens of the door.  
Most, if not all, of the materials used within this small cupboard area were recovered, no doubt from elsewhere in the building. For example, one of the shelf ledgers was apparently a former chair-rail, mitered to accept another chair-rail, perhaps at a corner. Other re-used members included a chair-rail cap(s), and a cove molding.
The upgrades here required some plaster repairs at ceiling level.
___________

Removed, now or earlier, were the remaining casings (and possible applied molded trim) around the south doorway.

Appearing in the 1950s or later, in the north wall leading to NORTH-CENTRAL room was a new connecting doorway. Punched through, it severed the then existing 18th -century double-board partition. It took away as well the floor nailer that had retained the partition in place.

The restoration project (1991-1994) later reconstructed the partition wall and finished it off with plaster upon laths.

WEST BUILDING: 

CENTRAL ADDITION, 
SOUTH-CENTRAL ROOM
 [Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Defining the north limits of this room were two east/west, double-board, room-separation, partitions (present ones). The one stood to the west and the other to the east of the central fireplace mass that served this and the NORTH-CENTRAL rooms as a rubble-stone and brick [wood burning] back-to-back fireplace complex.
Here, on this side the fireplace (present one) had a plastered opening. It measured 36-1/2 inches wide, by 40-3/4 inches tall to its flat iron plate, by 17-1/4 inches deep.

The fireplace had a hearthstone, set within a hearth opening (present one but later much altered), that was smaller in width that those of the NORTH-CENTRAL and SOUTH-EAST rooms. It also had a wooden fireplace mantle-piece. It, perhaps, was of a design not unlike that of the same two rooms.
Opening into a WEST closet next to the fireplace was a doorway opening (present one). It measured 30-1/4 inches between its checks (present ones), by 73-3/4 inches. It had casings (present ones) with their applied molded trim (present ones) that matched those of the doorway of the NORTH-CENTRAL room. 
It had an inward opening door (not the present, modified c. 1-inch thick, 18th -century one) with a swing to the west. It hung on two butt hinges (ghost), and closed upon an undetermined keep (hidden). 
Finished off with plaster upon hand-split laths were the room’s walls (east one has original plaster), the new partition line, and the brickwork above the fireplace mantle. 
Plastered as well was the ceiling. First affixed were the strapping, then the laths, then the plaster. The strapping crossed the room’s three east/west ceiling joists (hidden) hacked away where required to produce a level surface. In places, it passed over the room-separation partition wall and into the NORTH-CENTRAL room.
The room featured beaded baseboards (some present ones), chair-rails (some present ones) with caps, and wooden members serving as cornice nailers (present ones). Placed, behind them, were shims (hidden) rather than an extension of the wall lathing. Upon the nailers affixed were the crown moldings and base trim pieces. 
The flooring consisted of a double layer of relatively long, butt-jointed boards (present ones). 

A new doorway opening in the east wall connected this room to the SOUTH-EAST room. It was perhaps 30-3/4 inches wide between its jambs.
Exiting into the NORTH-WEST room was another doorway opening (present one). It was 31 inches wide, by 75 inches tall. It had casings (present ones) and an applied molded trim (present ones) that matched those of the doorway of the NORTH-CENTRAL room. 
It had a door (not the present, modified c. 1-1/4-inch thick, 18th -century one) with two butt hinges (ghosts). It swung inwards, to the north, against the WEST closet. It closed upon an undetermined keep (hidden).
This room had, in the south wall, one window opening (present one, but wider) c. 38 inches wide, by c. 53-1/2 inches tall. Its casings, their applied molded trim, and their construction undoubtedly matched those of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room. Its windowsill, at its top, and the nosing of the wall’s chair-rail met it at the same level (ghosts). 
Fewer by far, heavier and spaced further apart than those of the EAST BUILDING were the ground floor ceiling joists. They also shared, in common the former exterior wall of the EAST BUILDING. Here nailed just below the top face of the now common wall plate was a horizontal double ledger upon which the room’s three joists rested. One of them, the central one (hidden), protruded into the former stack opening of the SOUTH-EAST room, between the two ends of its charred wall plate.
Now, or later, in the south-east corner of the room placed was a probable partitioned-off rectangular area (ghosts). Its north [board] wall began at the south jamb of the doorway (hidden) in the east wall. It ran 64 inches to the west before apparently turning south. It had a possible opening in the north wall that was surprisingly narrow, only 22 inches.
No doubt, it was almost immediate that the headers (present ones) above the two north doorways began to distort. This variance resulted from several factors. One was the location of the ends of two flooring joists. The end of one rested on the east side of the new fireplace mass, while its other end rested on a groundsill in turn supported by new masonry cross foundation walls. Likewise was the construction of a flooring joist to the west of the mass. Where the much heavier central mass do doubt founded itself almost immediately, the lighter cross foundation walls probably continued to settle for sometime. 
The other reason was load. Ground floor traffic over the years contributed to the distortion as it caused the joist ends to settle even more. Without an attic (until the construction of the SECOND STOREY), load here was negligible. Consequently at cornice level, this distortion was far less, and less perceptible than below. 
Constructed less than perpendicular was the room’s framed west wall. Its studs (hidden) leaned somewhat to the west bottom to top. Combating this lean, to plumb the lath and plaster, were lathing boards. Nailed to the sides of the studs, their edges protruded more to the east down to chair-rail level. From there, they continued downwards flush to the studs. 

Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Masked in the east wall, leading to the SOUTH-EAST room, was its doorway. Covering it over was white plaster over hand-split laths. To its sides, the colour of the original plaster was brown, also over hand-split laths.

The closed-off opening now required inserts (present ones) for a chair-rail and a baseboard. The repair was obvious.

Cut into the north wall, into the EAST closet/hall to replace the lost connection to the SOUTH-EAST room, was a new doorway. It was 28-1/2 inches-30-1/2 wide, by 73-1/2 tall to its check (present one). It had casings (present one on west jamb). They were like the other 18th-century ones in the room, but with an undetermined applied trim. 
Moot is whether the inward swing of the door was ever to the east. However, for certain, it once swung to the west towards the fireplace. Then it had two butt hinges (ghosts). In its closed position, its raised paneled side faced this side. Its locking hardware was on the side opposite, facing north into the EAST closet/hall.
(Of interest, set presently in the doorway of the WEST closet is possibly this door. 
It has across its top a modifying piece. Without it, that door is apparently this door. If moved directly over to this doorway, almost everything apparently fits. This includes even its present hinges, placed over the butt hinge holes (ghost) on the west jamb.

This door had raised panels on one side. The panels on the other side were quite plain, indeed even more so than the original south door of the SOUTH-EAST room. The door was also not as thick being only c. 1-inch). 
Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Reduced in size, now or later, with a brick fill, [covered over with plaster], was the fireplace opening. Within this smaller space for burning coal was no doubt an insert. It was perhaps like those in the SOUTH-EAST and NORTH-CENTRAL rooms. 

Now or later, placed in the doorway to the WEST closet was a replacement door. Set into it was a mortise lock. It closed upon a strike plate (ghost) embedded in the check of the east doorway jamb.
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
This room now took on a kitchen function.

Completely closed-off with additional fill bricks was the fireplace opening. Above it, punched into its stack was a hole (hidden) for a pipe, to service a large kitchen stove. Beneath it, removed perhaps now was the 18th -century hearthstone. Replacing it was a larger one, set in an altered hearth opening.
Now, or later, the partitioned-off rectangular area in the south-east corner of the room disappeared.

Removed, together with the 18th -century laths, was the plaster ceiling. Replacing it was a wooden one. Its boards (of the same type as in the ceiling of the NORTH-CENTRAL room) ran in an east/west direction. 
Now, or later, taken down were the nailed crown moldings and the base trim pieces of the cornice nailers. Removed too were some chair-rails, and all of their caps.
Installed was a new window sash set within the former opening, lowered at header height, and narrower (c. 33-1/2 inches wide). Now or later, removed were also the opening’s 18th-century casings, and applied molded trim. 

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

By now or earlier, introduced was a door of an 18th-century design, disappeared were two doors, and re-deployed was another:

(1) Hung in the west wall on the north doorway jamb, and modified in size, was a replacement 18th -century door (present one). Later repositioned on the south doorway jamb, its move perhaps coincided with the WEST closet’s conversion to a bathroom (perhaps to resolve the problem of two doors opening into each other). 
(2) Removed was the door to the EAST closet/hall. Its doorway perhaps now remained without a door

(3) Removed was the door to the WEST closet. In its place now stood the north wall EAST closet/hall door, modified and re-positioned to fit the doorway opening. 
For some time, on the repositioned WEST closet door left in place was the original 18th -century lock. It faced north into the closet where it closed upon its keeper (ghost). Later replacing this lock was smaller, rim lock (present one). It faced south into this room closing upon its keeper (present one).

Beginning in the late 1950s, a number of renovations took place:
(1) Removed, now or later, from the fireplace was its large hearthstone. 
(2) Removed from the doorway to the east of the fireplace were its casings, excepting the west one, and its applied trim. Re-used was perhaps the east casing, but now reversed.

(3) Replaced was the window sash, with a raised sill and new casings.
(4) Removed, including the remaining 18th -century underlying lath strapping was the wooden ceiling. Replacing it were large panels suspended between the 18th-century beams now boxed. 
(5) Covered with plywood were the floors.
(6) Covered where necessary with plasterboard were the walls.
WEST BUILDING: 

CENTRAL ADDITION, 
SOUTH-CENTRAL ROOM, 
WEST CLOSET
[Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
(The disrepair of this room remains “as is” for interpretative purposes. Featured, at close quarters, is an array of normally hidden materials, including original plaster and hand-split laths).

Set against the west side of the masonry mass of the fireplace, this room much resembled in its construction the EAST closet/hall opposite. However, unlike it, in its south wall to the SOUTH CENTRAL room it had a doorway opening, 29 inches wide, by 73 inches tall. Its door opened outwards. Undetermined were any casings and applied trim.

Defining the closet to the north and south were the NORTH-CENTRAL and SOUTH CENTRAL rooms with their east/west double-board, room-separation partitions. Retaining both in place at floor level within the closet were wooden nailers (present ones). Each had a single bead on its upper surface. 
Defining the room to the east set upon the stepped brick stack above the masonry fireplace mass were vertical lathing boards (present ones). Finally, to the west was the building’s framed perimeter wall (present one). 

The finish was plaster upon hand-split laths, from floor to ceiling, upon all these walls. None had a cornice but the east and west ones did nave beaded baseboards (present ones). They butted against the grooved partition nailers.
Upon the ceiling the finish was also of plaster upon hand-split laths, here nailed to strapping (present ones) placed north/south, crossing a single joist (present one) whose one end rested on the fireplace mass. 
The flooring consisted of a double layer of butt-jointed boards (present ones). 

Problematic was the construction date of the shelving built against the north wall. Here, perhaps at least some was of this period. 
Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Emerging now was perhaps an earlier shelf design, now updated. Inserted about one-inch into the plaster across the entire length of the upper area of the north wall were spaced rows of shelves. Their ends (ghosts) imbedded in the east and west walls provided added support. To the west, and probably to the east of the doorway, of a similar construction, arose more shelves. All of them had molded edges (ghosts).
Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.
Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Nailed beneath the lower shelf of the west and north walls over the 18th-century plaster finish was a horizontal cladding of boards (present ones). They rose from floor to normal chair-rail height. They were non-beaded, tongued and grooved. 
Nailed from the ceiling to the first shelf along the south plastered wall were more boards (present ones). They, at the least, partially finished off the ceiling, beginning at the north wall. 
Much later, post 1960s, the shelves disappeared. 
WEST BUILDING: 

WEST ADDITION,

NORTH-WEST ROOM
 [Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Apparently, at this time, the room’s exterior sheathing and that of the CENTRAL ADDITION was the room’s only wall finish. Likewise open was the room’s ceiling.

This room had six doorways:
(1) East wall, north end - an interior doorway opening (masked), 37-1/2 inches wide, from stud to stud, by 79-1/2 inches tall, to the NORTH-CENTRAL room
(2) North wall - an exterior rear doorway opening (present one masked, replaced by the present window), 35 inches wide to a maximum of 71-1/2 inches tall (exterior measurement)

(3) West wall, to the north - an exterior rear doorway opening (See REAR STAIRWELL)
(4) West wall, to the south - an exterior rear doorway opening (present one masked), 35 inches wide, by 74 inches tall (exterior measurement)
(5) South wall - an exterior rear doorway opening, 34-1/4 inches wide
(6) East wall, south end - an interior doorway opening, 31 inches wide, by 75 inches tall, to the SOUTH-CENTRAL room
Their casings (and applied trim, if any) were not apparent.

Sharing common functions at each extremity of the room were doorways (1) and (6), and (2) and (5). Doorway (3) serviced the REAR STAIRWELL to the basement. However, undetermined was what function the exterior rear doorway (4) served, unless, perhaps to another attached outbuilding.

Doorways of a like function perhaps indicated a building complex with two, or more, concurrent but separate masters. 
The flooring was of a double layer of boards (present ones, many dating to this period). They had butt joints.
Connecting this room to the basement area beneath was an interior REAR stairwell (encompassing the present one). 
The room did not have a fireplace.

Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Covering the framed east and west walls, from floor to ceiling, without baseboards was a horizontal cladding (present one). It was of wide, beaded, tongued and grooved, boards. Beneath the east cladding were shims. They were long, thin, narrow pieces of wood, 2-1/4 inches wide, by 1/4 inches thick. 

Finishing off the framed north and south walls from floor to ceiling were wide vertical boards (present ones). Tongued, grooved, beaded, and without a baseboard, were those of the south wall, and apparently of the north one as well, excepting for the beading.
This cladding had an interesting but unexplained pattern to its boards. Set, for example, were some with tongues up and others with tongues down. Thus the tongues were in reverse on the east wall, north of the doorway (present one), to those in the west wall, north of the doorway (present but later one). 

The east and the west walls also employed hand-wrought nails of a different type. They, together with the alternate tongue work, thus perhaps represented different building dates. Given this difference, the cladding on the east wall would pre-date that of the west wall.

Finished off too was the ceiling. It had similar beaded boards (present ones) put down in two panels, each of a different pattern. Its meeting seam was in the southern portion of the room. 

Installed all around were beaded wall cornices (present ones). 

In the north wall of this room closed-off was the exterior rear doorway (2) with tongued and grooved, beaded boards (present ones in part). Set vertical from floor to ceiling, retaining them in place, as well as the original vertical boards to each side, was a wooden floor nailer (present one). It had the same single bead on its upper surface as found in the construction of the double-board partitions in the CENTRAL ADDITION.
Cut into the fill boards, a bit later and higher, was a window opening, 34-1/2 -35 inches wide, by 22-24-1/2 inches tall. 
Doorways (5) and (6) appeared with the same interior doorway casings (present ones) and applied molded trim (present ones). They matched those of the doorways of the NORTH-EAST room (in the west, south and east walls) and of the SOUTH-EAST room (in the north and west walls). Finished off in perhaps a similar manner were the paired ones (1) and (2) at the other extremity of the room, as well as the doorway (3) and (4) in the west wall. 

Doorway (5) to the SOUTH-EAST room had checks (present ones) on both sides, the exterior one for the former exterior [storm] door (now or later removed). On this side, the workmanship was superior in many respects. This doorway also had a raised threshold member.
Masked (but not hidden), probably a bit later, in the east wall to the NORTH-CENTRAL room was doorway (1). Used, to close-off its opening, were horizontal boards (present ones). They were mostly tongued, grooved, and beaded.
Evidence suggested an enclosed basement stairwell of some type. It possibly even pre-dated the placement of the board cladding on the west wall. Furthermore, it perhaps utilized within the northern portion of the west wall a low c. one-inch thick east/west single-board partition (its hacked-off remnants remain immediately to the north next to the (later) removed ground floor joist). This north partition probably extended a bit further down (ghost), but unlikely to the basement floor.

The enclosed stairwell perhaps also made use of, now, or later, another east/west single-board partition (ghost), 6 inches wide. It utilized a beaded member (present one) serving as a nailer (present one), positioned off-centre across the east/west length of the ceiling seam. Below was a doorway to the stairwell, set off to the east and perhaps to the west by a 6 by 6 inch jamb post (ghost). 

Nailed against the south side of the nailer, the partition ran between the east jamb of the stairwell doorway and the north casing of doorway (6). Cut into the partition, was another doorway (ghost). It was very narrow, only 23 inches wide. It opened upon a newly created north area set between the enclosed stairwell and the NORTH-WEST room’s east wall.
Placed in the northern portion of the room were shelves (ghost). On the east wall, they extended southward to the south jamb of the closed-off doorway to the NORTH-CENTRAL room. They did not wrap upon the north wall. 
On the west wall, they perhaps reached as far south as the low board partition. Here, this placed them opposite the end of the shelves on the east wall. They wrapped upon the north wall as far as the west jamb of the doorway. 

Above the low partition wall, additional shelving possibly proceeded further south. 
Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Now or earlier, installed in the south wall doorway to the SOUTH-EAST room was an interior door. It perhaps swept open to the east, upon H or HL hinges (ghost), 9 inches tall, and closed upon some type of keeper. 
Replaced, in the doorway, perhaps now was the raised threshold board (present one).

Placed, now or later, in the north wall window opening was a new sash (present one).
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Closed-off in the west wall, south end, with horizontal butt-jointed boards (present ones) was the doorway. To the north of it remained the other exterior west wall doorway.
Now or earlier eliminated was the enclosure around the stairwell and some other associated work. For example, hacked off (present one), rather than sawn-off for some reason, was the short north partition wall. Repaired with four boards (present ones), perhaps now, within the northern portion of the west wall was another removed feature. It was not an exterior opening. 
Now or later, removed was the north stairwell header, replaced with a new header (present one) further north. Cut out between were the flooring boards, increasing the length of the stairwell opening. Now, or later, to the east of the lengthened area cut out were more boards. A subsequent board repair (present one) ensued.
Removed were all the remaining interior partitions within the room.

Perhaps eliminated were all of the shelving excepting for the northern portion along the east wall. 
Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Constructed outside against the west wall was an attached, possibly “carriage” house. Serving it until the outbuilding was no longer standing, was the exterior rear doorway.
Removed was the shelving along the northern portion of the east wall. 

Applied over the wall cladding was simulated wood paneling.

Removed was the door to the SOUTH-WEST room. Switched to hanging on the west jamb was a new interior door (present one).
WEST BUILDING: 

WEST ADDITION,

SOUTH-WEST RECESS 
(AND NORTH-WEST RECESS)
 [Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Accepting the existence of a SOUTH-WEST recess was an important interpretative fact. From that conclusion, other conclusions become inevitable. For example: 

(1) It and the NORTH-WEST recess were contemporary constructions.
(2) Mirrored at the NORTH-WEST recess were SOUTH-WEST recess finishes and constructions.
Known are the following facts about the SOUTH-WEST recess:
(1) Finished off with clapboards were the framed south wall of the NORTH-WEST room, and a southern portion of the framed west wall of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room. 

(2) The alignment of the clapboards was perfect to the west and to the east of the exterior rear doorway as if it were an opening cut later into an existing finish.

(3) The exterior rear doorway had casings (present ones) with applied molded trim (the present west and top ones). The latter matched those of the doorways of the NORTH-CENTRAL and SOUTH-CENTRAL rooms. 

(4) Above the doorway upon the exterior casing, and associated with exterior openings, was a drip cap. The cap preceded the application of the clapboards, which butt up against it. Evidence of a metal flashing was non-existent. 
(5) An exterior [storm] door in the doorway opening (34 inches wide, by 73 inches tall) had two H or HL hinges (ghost), 8 inches tall, and opened outwards, towards the west. Raised slightly at the doorway was an exterior threshold member.
Finally, the height of the masonry foundation at the south doorway no doubt required either an exterior platform with steps or just a set of steps.
WEST BUILDING: 

WEST ADDITION,

SOUTH-WEST ROOM
 [Room Photo]
Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Closed-off to the elements was the SOUTH-WEST recess. Created in its place was a small ground floor room. It had exterior wood framed walls (perhaps with exterior clapboards) to the south and west, and a roof above. Within, the flooring was of double butt-jointed boards (present ones), undetermined were its baseboards, and the ceiling was of wide, tongued and grooved beaded boards (present ones). 

The former exterior rear doorway to the NORTH-WEST room remained, perhaps without structural change. It now served as an interior doorway.
Likewise replaced, now or later, for an undetermined reason, was the east casing trim of the doorway. Its former storm door continued to swing upon the H or HL hinges, opening outwards, towards the west, but closing now upon a short strike plate (ghost) on the east doorway casing.

Here, within the opening, the new floor rested upon a combination of a wall sheathing board (hidden) and the former raised exterior threshold member (thus explaining the higher height of the flooring level than in the NORTH-WEST room). Installed, perhaps now, to the west of the doorway was a vertical board (present one), over the former exterior clapboards (hidden) that remained from floor to ceiling against the north wall. 
Modified perhaps now, on the east and north walls, were the remaining clapboards. Removed were all but the three top rows (present ones). Installed below the remaining clapboards, along the east wall, was at least one shelf, set upon ledgers (present ones) nailed to the south and north walls.
The east wall had a cornice (present one). It was narrower with a heavier bead than those within the NORTH-WEST room. 

The north wall did not have a cornice.

Finished was the south wall with a horizontal beaded board cladding (no doubt, with tongues and grooved). Above, its cornice (present one) matched that on the east wall. 
Undetermined was the finish (hidden) on the west wall. 

In the south-east corner of the room, nailed where the east and south walls met was a vertical, floor-to-ceiling board (hidden) with the same bead as the cornice. 
The room did not have a fireplace.

Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Removed from the doorway was its door. 
Placed, perhaps now, in the south wall was a window opening (present one, now smaller above and to the east), no more than 32 inches wide (exterior measurement). Its sill (present one) measured 35-1/4 inches long. Undetermined were the window’s casings (and applied moldings).

Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Reduced in size was the window opening (present one), but its sill (present large one) remained untouched. Installed was a new sash with its dormant frame.
Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Affixed sometimes during this period on the north (except to the west of the doorway) and east walls were the vertical boards (present ones). They were re-used, some beaded, some not.
As well installed was one additional shelf (present one) beneath the then existing 18th -century shelf. 
Applied over the south, and west walls, was a simulated wood paneling (present one).

INTERIOR ROOM VIEW PLANES
BASEMENT
WEST BUILDING:

WEST ADDITION, 
NORTH-WEST ROOM, 
REAR STAIRWELL
 [Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Cut through the west masonry foundation and frame wall above was a new exterior rear doorway (the present one but lower top and bottom, and wider, at least to the south), 35 plus inches wide, and perhaps 81 inches tall. It serviced a new stairway (like the present one) consisting of two runs and a landing between. It stood at the stairwell landing.
The wooden stairwell now rested to the west upon a chiseled-out run (present one) of the perimeter, rubble-stone foundation wall down to the landing. Beyond there, down to the basement, it butted against the foundation as previously. 

Of wood, it passed through a framed opening that ended at a header, the last northern ground floor joist (present one removed). Here, the opening between the masonry foundation wall to the west and a long parallel stairwell joist to the east was only 29 inches wide.

Moot was the possibility that to the north of the doorway, in the masonry foundation, was either a narrow or a large opening extending to the north wall. At some point, it disappeared.
Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.

Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.

Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Raised with embedded bricks (present ones) was the chiseled out west portion of the foundation wall. Installed were a re-worked, raised stairway (present one) and landing (c. 42 inches, by c. 34-1/2 inches), and modified exterior rear doorway opening (elevated top and bottom), perhaps 33-1/2 inches wide, by 95 inches tall (exterior measurement). Lengthened was the stairwell opening with the removal of its north header and its replacement further north.

The re-worked stairways re-used stringer and riser materials from a former set(s) of well-crafted stairs. Perhaps they came from the attic stairway presently removed from the NORTH-EAST room. 
Severed was at least one of the stringers into two: 
(1) One portion re-used above the landing. 
(2) The other re-used below the landing. 

Beneath the stairwell, the area was left exposed.

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Sometime during this period modified with the lowering of its header was the exterior rear doorway (present one), c. 29-1/4 inches, by c. 77 inches to the floor. Replaced was all evidence of previous casings, door types, and the like.
Constructed was a safety enclosure (present one) around the stairwell opening.

WEST BUILDING:

WEST ADDITION,

UNDER THE NORTH-WEST ROOM

[Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
The perimeter, rubble stone foundation employed a lime-based mortar.

Sited to the north of the east/west perimeter foundation (present one) was an exterior NORTH-WEST recess.

To the east of the basement area, the ends of the ground floor joists rested on a continuous ledger (present one) spiked to the west groundsill (present one) of the CENTRAL ADDITION. Here too found was the same addition’s west wall exterior sheathing (present one). 
To the west, created was a ground floor framing pattern (present one, but later elongated) to allow for the REAR stairwell to the NORTH-WEST room above.
To the south, sited, beyond where the west foundation once turned east to meet a short west foundation wall of the CENTRAL ADDITION building, was an exterior SOUTH-WEST recess. Its foundation wall turned east under the first joist south of the east/west stairwell joist (i.e. the 3rd joist north from the present south foundation wall).

Resting on east/west sleepers (ghosts) set directly in the ground was the wooden floor for this basement area. Its ceiling was open and painted white or whitewashed. 
Perhaps, to the east, along the west groundsill of the CENTRAL ADDITION stood a north/south, wooden, room-separation partition. In its northern portion was a possible doorway, under a wide wedge (present one) cut into the bottom of the groundsill. 

Openings in the west foundation wall were possible, but problematic. 
For example, on the exterior side of the west foundation (immediately north of the present but later doorway), was an area filled with re-used, burned bricks. Two deep, they consisted of headers and stretchers across a masonry area 23 inches square (placed down to the level of the present doorway’s doorsill). Perhaps the area once extended further south as a basement window, or perhaps another 26 inches, beneath a slight curved deflection in the groundsill. 

Opposite this area, within the room was an area of formal brickwork (present one placed to the level of the present doorway’s doorsill). It extended over to, and into a portion of, the north foundation wall. The bricks were not unlike those of the central fireplace mass beneath the NORTH-CENTRAL room.

This basement area did not have a fireplace.

Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Removed to the south was the then existing short south perimeter, rubble-stone wall. Replacing it a bit further north was a 2-inch thick, east/west, single-board room-separation partition (ghost).

Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Replaced, perhaps now, from the south foundation to almost to the exterior rear doorway (present one) of the NORTH-WEST room was the west groundsill. Placed in it was a new open mortise to re-insert the tenon of the south framing joist for the stairwell.
Installed, now or later, was a cement floor. 

Removed, now if not earlier, were all of the wooden partitions. 

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.
WEST BUILDING:

WEST ADDITION,

UNDER THE SOUTH-WEST ROOM

 [Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Some interesting features remain from when this basement area was the SOUTH-WEST recess:

(1) The raised threshold member (present one) cut directly into a joist of the exterior rear doorway of the NORTH-WEST room. 
(2) The exterior sheathing affixed to the west wall of the CENTRAL ADDITION. 
(3) The exterior clapboards lapped upon the groundsills of the west, and south walls, of the SOUTH-CENTRAL and NORTH-WEST rooms respectively.

Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
The construction of the SOUTH-WEST room included new west and south perimeter rubble-stone foundations (with a lime-based mortar) and groundsills, and the removal of the short north and east masonry walls of the former SOUTH-WEST recess.
Installed a bit further north of the removed north wall was a 2-inch thick, east/west, single-board, room-separation partition. Here, nailed to the flooring-boards south of the fourth joist from the new south perimeter, rubble-stone foundation was a wide board (present one). Affixed to it was a vertically positioned east/west ledger board (present one). Raised against it was this partition wall. It defined the north limit of this basement area while aligning with the south partition wall of the corridor of the SOUTH-CENTRAL basement room. 
The east limits of this basement area, from the north partition to the south foundation wall was perhaps the west partition wall of the stalls of the SOUTH-CENTRAL basement room.
Required for the flooring of the new SOUTH-WEST ground floor room were two new joists (present ones). They were clearly lighter, and quite different from those of the earlier NORTH-WEST room. Squared they were two sides with the two other sides round with the wane remaining. They much resembled flooring sleepers. 
Receiving the tenons of these joists to the west was a mortised groundsill (not this one). Receiving them to the east, nailed to the side of the groundsill of the CENTRAL ADDITION were short ledgers (present ones). Here, surprisingly, the ledger/joist connection was extremely poor. 
Of interest, the ledger closest to the south wall was a possible remnant of a removed wooden quoin stone from the facade of the EAST BUILDING. 
In the new, west foundation wall appeared a large opening (encompassing the present window opening). It was perhaps as wide as 5 to 5-1/2 feet wide. 
Resting on east/west sleepers set directly in the ground was the wooden floor for this basement area. Its ceiling was open and painted white or whitewashed. 

This basement area did not have a fireplace.

Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Replaced, perhaps now, from the south foundation to almost to the exterior rear doorway of the NORTH-WEST room was the west groundsill (present one). Nailed to the new member was the header for a dormant frame of a now reduced window opening (present one), perhaps 30-1/2 inches wide, by 17-1/2 inches tall. Undetermined was the type of the now newly installed sash.
Placed in the new groundsill were new open mortises to re-insert the tenons of all the former joists. For an undetermined reason, not placed was one for that (present, partial one) of the former groundsill of the NORTH-WEST room.
Installed, now or later, was a cement floor. 

Removed, now if not earlier, were all of the wooden partitions. 

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Perhaps replaced was the south groundsill of the SOUTH-WEST basement room.
Cemented over from the outside was the west window opening. Removed was its sash.
WEST BUILDING:
CENTRAL ADDITION, 

UNDER THE NORTH-CENTRAL ROOM
[Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Sited to the west of the short, north/south cross foundation wall was an exterior NORTH-WEST recess.

The north ends of the west and east groundsills of the CENTRAL ADDITION rested on short north/south cross foundation walls. South of these cross foundation walls these groundsills likewise sat on, perhaps now or later, vertical wooden posts (possible the present ones). Surprisingly, the posts, where required, sat directly on the ground.
To the east, the CENTRAL ADDITION and the EAST BUILDING shared the cross foundation wall (present one), c. 51-53 inches long, by 22 inches wide, as well as vertical wooden posts. 

The east groundsill was a place to support ground floor flooring joists, not to frame wall studs.

Problematic, did a complete masonry wall once stand beneath the entire west groundsill (present one), 8-3/4 inches wide? 
On the west face of this groundsill, a cut line (present one) in the sheathing of its framed wall above stood 43-1/2 inches from the northern groundsill. Undetermined was the reason for the cut, but one or more other features may explain it:

 (1) The south jamb of the doorway (masked later) placed in the west wall of the NORTH-CENTRAL room lies directly above this point with the rest of the doorway to the north.
(2) A wide wedge cut into the underside of the groundsill lies below the severed line with the majority of the cut set to the north.
This basement area featured a kitchen, with a large, traditional [wood burning] cooking fireplace (present one), 47 inches wide, by 45 inches tall to its flat iron plate, by 28 inches deep. To the side it had a small bake-oven (present one), 17 inches wide, by 14 inches tall, by 42-1/2 inches deep. In front was an on-edge brick hearth. 
The mass (present one), 106 inches long, by 51 inches wide, was of rubble-stone and bricks, well executed, particularly within the fireplace opening. Above, the hearthstone of the fireplace of the NORTH-CENTRAL room sat within a hearth opening (present one) designed with a sloped bottom to receive the hearthstone.
The mass had no framed members around it. Instead, the ends of several ground floor joists (present ones) rested on it for support.

Illuminating this basement area in the north wall was a single window opening (35-1/2 inches wide, by 22 inches tall). To the west of it, mixed in with the rubble-stone between the sill of the window and the groundsill were many bricks. Their accumulation here was perhaps even greater than elsewhere in the WEST BUILDING.

Resting on east/west sleepers, placed directly in the ground, was the wooden floor for this basement area. 
Finishing off the ceiling was painted, or whitewashed, plaster upon hand-split laths (hidden). Set between the joists, they presumably maximized headroom.
Of interest, nailed in patterns of sets of varying lengths were the laths. Underlying them were much shorter pieces of furring. Each consisted of two shingles (generally 2-3 inches wide) sandwiched together. Here applied to the c.1/2-inch butt of one was the taper of the other to create a c.1/2-inch thick piece of furring. 
The shingles were similar to those used to shim the ground-level flooring of the NORTH-EAST room.
Unexpectedly, to the west the ceiling laths extended between the flooring-boards of the ground floor and the west groundsill of the CENTRAL ADDITION. To east, the flooring-boards rested directly upon the joists, as no doubt normal practice.

Board partitions defined the limits of this basement area:

(1) To the south: 

(a) Set was an east/west board room-separation partition (problematic was with a doorway). It (ghost) ran to the west off the west side of the masonry fireplace.

(2) To the west:

(a) Standing along the west groundsill was perhaps a north/south, wooden, room-separation partition. In its northern portion (at the wedge cut into the bottom of the groundsill) was a possible doorway.

(3) To the east:

(a) Perhaps set between the two short cross foundation walls was a north/south, wooden, room-separation partition. If so, in it placed was a doorway (present location). It passed underneath the separate groundsills of the CENTRAL ADDITION and EAST BUILDING, with a step up into the basement area opposite.

Finally, scored were three, possibly related, shallow angled cuts (present ones). Their locations:

(1) Underneath the short joist that intersect the western side of the masonry fireplace mass, near the board ledger that rests on the masonry fireplace ledge 

(2) Underneath the west groundsill, at the place of the wide wedge (c.32 inches facing west, 38-1/2 inches facing east) 

(3) Underneath the first joist from the north wall, opposite the masonry fireplace of the kitchen

The cuts appear to line up in one way or another. Was there a clue to a possible pattern in the SOUTH-CENTRAL basement room? There placed was a board [partition] ledger. Close by, cut near the southern end of the west groundsill of the CENTRAL ADDITION, was a scored angle. It was in line with the south-west corner of the masonry fireplace base.
Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Hacked off (present ones) from the ceiling joists were their lower portions. Presumably to create more headroom, this reduction occurred sometime between now and the installation of the circa 1900 cement floor. 
Placed on top of the ledge of the north cross foundation wall was a north/south semi-squared-off non-painted/non-whitewashed log (the present remnant). Lining up with the west end of an east/west log, of a similar nature on the south foundation of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room, it perhaps once extended that far. It was contemporary with, or later than, the hacking of the joists.

Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Connecting this basement area to the NORTH-EAST ground floor room was a stairway (ghost). Exiting through the area’s east doorway (present one), it measured c.30-1/2-inches wide. It had an inward door swing to the south. It necessitated the following work:
(1) The severing of the two groundsills of the CENTRAL ADDITION and EAST BUILDING
(2) The removal of a portion of the floor joist of the EAST BUILDING found within the opening

(3) The insertion of a new floor joist (present one) from re-used 18th -century materials to the north of the removed joist portion

(4) The removal of the flooring-boards of the NORTH-EAST room to create the stairwell opening

(5) The insertion of the two vertical boards serving as stringers (present ones), fitted skillfully around the severed north and south portions of the east groundsill of the CENTRAL ADDITION
(6) The placement (ghosts on both stringers) of the steps and risers (8-1/2 inches)

(7) The placement of a possible shirting board finishing off the last bottom step

Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Installed, now or later, was a cement floor. 

Removed, now if not earlier, were all of the wooden partitions. 

No longer used, according to tradition, were the masonry fireplace and oven. Removed perhaps now was its hearthstone, perhaps to accommodate the cement floor.
Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

At this date, or earlier, closed-off with a brick fill were the masonry fireplace and oven openings.
Installed now was a new sash (present one). Its dormant frame was 1-1/2 thick (present one).
EAST BUILDING:
UNDER THE NORTH-EAST ROOM
 [Room Photo]
First Construction Event: Late 18th Century (First East Building)
This basement area had a perimeter foundation employing masonry and mortar of an undetermined type. 
The ceiling height of the basement was low.

Second Construction Event: Late 18th Century (Second East Building
This basement area had a perimeter foundation employing masonry and mortar of an undetermined type. 
The groundsill had unused joist notches on its upper surface, did not have mortise holes, was once at a place where higher than usual insect activity (bore holes) had occurred, and was no doubt a re-used member with a previous non-framing function.
The ground floor joists (present ones) had no relationship to the notches on the groundsill. The sill was simply a place upon which to rest the joists in new joist notches, as well as to stand the west wall studs. Here the studs, without tenons, sat directly on the bottom layer of the double layer of replacement flooring-boards (present ones). They were with and without joinery, planed and non-planed, and shimmed at the joists, where required, with shingles. The shims were similar to those set beneath the later kitchen ceiling laths of the NORTH-CENTRAL basement room.

Varied and often riddled with insect boreholes was the open ceiling of ground floor re-used boards. The bottom of two layers, they were long (some more than 11 feet) and wide (some 16 inches) in dimension. Most were butt joint, some one edge a tongue and the other a groove, most planed, some rough, and did not originate all from the same source.
The ceiling height, beneath its open, exposed joists, was low, yet high enough to create a functioning though not habitable area.

The floor of the area was earthen. 

Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
The perimeter, rubble stone foundation employed a lime-based mortar.

The ceiling height of the basement was low, yet high enough to create a functioning though not habitable area. Beneath its open, exposed joists, the floor was earthen (present one).

Here the north ends of the west groundsill of this basement area, and of the east groundsill of the CENTRAL ADDITION, shared the short north/south masonry cross foundation wall. South of the cross wall these groundsills also shared, perhaps now or later, vertical wooden posts (possible the present ones). Surprisingly, the posts, where required, sat directly on the ground.

Astonishing was that the ground floor of the NORTH-CENTRAL room utilized the relatively unstable studs of the EAST BUILDING as its east wall instead of raising a framed wall and wall plate of its own. 
Perhaps separating here the EAST and WEST BUILDINGS was a north/south, wooden, room-separation partition. If so, it perhaps had a doorway in it passing underneath the separate groundsills of the two buildings, leading from this basement area down a step into the NORTH-CENTRAL basement room.

In the north wall was an opening (encompassing the present one). It was of a sufficient width (56-1/2 inches) and depth to suggest a cellar-like exit unto Amelia Street.
The basement area did not have a fireplace of its own.

Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Punched through the ground floor flooring-boards was a central rubble-stone fireplace mass (present one), 59 inches long, by 32 inches wide. It had no framed members around it. Instead, the ends of several ground floor joists rested on it for support.
Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Installed beneath the attic stairwell of the NORTH-EAST room was a set of interior stairs. It serviced the NORTH-CENTRAL basement but passed through this area.
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Removed was the set of stairs leading from the NORTH-EAST room to the NORTH-CENTRAL basement room.

Filled in, now or earlier, was the area below the north wall opening. Reduced, it became a wide, though not very tall, window opening.

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Replaced perhaps now, was the east wall groundsill.
EAST BUILDING:
UNDER THE SOUTH-EAST ROOM
 [Room Photo]
First Construction Event: Late 18th Century (First East Building)
The perimeter, masonry foundation employed an earth-based mortar.
The ceiling height of the basement was low. 

The evidence for an earlier foundation was somewhat compelling:

(1) In the south-east corner, an east/west cross foundation wall (present one, now lower) of rubble-stone (c. 16 inches wide) arose, extending from Charlotte Street approximately 155 inches (c. 13 feet)
(The cross wall ran parallel to, and was approximately 7 feet north of, and of the same length as, the present (later) south perimeter foundation).
(2) The cross wall was perhaps the earliest example of a constructed wall on this property. 

(The cross wall did not butt against the present (later) east perimeter wall. Rather the east wall perhaps butted against it).

(3) The mortar of the cross-wall was earth based 

(The mortar of the present (later) perimeter walls of the EAST BUILDING was lime-based).

(4) At the west end of the cross wall, the wall (c. 23-29 inches wide) turned south for at least c. 60 inches if not more. Here the mass perhaps rose up into the room above. It too was earth-based.

(5) The cross wall perhaps extended fully upwards, supporting a joist (or groundsill) perhaps carrying a heavier than normal flooring load. 
Second Construction Event: Late 18th Century (Second East Building
This and the NORTH-EAST basement areas were similar in many ways. For example:

(1) This basement area had a perimeter foundation employing masonry and mortar of an undetermined type. 

(2) This area utilized (in part) the same re-used timber as a groundsill placed only for supporting flooring joists.
(3) Its west wall studs sat directly on the bottom layer of the double layer of replacement flooring-boards (present ones) without tenons framed into the west groundsill.
(4) The ceiling height, beneath its open, exposed joists, was low, yet high enough to create a functioning though not habitable area. 
(5) Its open ceiling consisted of ground floor, bottom layer, re-used boards, with and without joinery, planed and non-planed (present ones)
(6) The floor of the area was earthen. 

Already now in an obvious poor state of condition was perhaps one of the studs (present one). It had dry rot and insect bore holes.
The north/south mass at the west end of the east/west cross foundation wall supported a ground floor heating device (fireplace or stove) of the SOUTH-EAST room. The masonry passed through the west groundsill. Evidence of a hearthstone was non-existent.
The north face of the cross wall and that of the wall of the fireplace base were in line. Cut into the cross wall was an opening (32 inches wide). It began approximately 73 inches from the east wall. It opened upon a small basement area, to the south of the wall.
North (opposite the present central fireplace base) of the east-west cross wall, between two ground floor joists in the floor of the SOUTH-EAST room, passed a narrow stairwell (ghost). Its stair run was apparently from west to east, parallel to the east/west cross wall. The run exited some distance east of the doorway opening in the cross foundation wall.

Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
Similar in many ways was this and the NORTH-EAST basement areas. For example:

(1) The perimeter, rubble stone foundation employed a lime-based mortar.
(2) The south ends of the west groundsill of this basement area, and of the east groundsill of the CENTRAL ADDITION shared a north/south cross foundation wall (present one), 103-1/2 inches long, by 22 inches wide.
(3) To the north of the cross wall, these groundsills also shared, perhaps now or later, vertical wooden posts. 

(4) The ground floor of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room utilized the relatively unstable studs of the EAST BUILDING as its east wall.

(5) The ceiling height of the area was low, yet high enough to create a functioning though not habitable area. 
(6) The floor of the area was earthen (present one) 

(7) The area utilized the same west north/south, wooden, room-separation partition, with in it a doorway.
The doorway (present now narrower one) had a step down into the SOUTH-CENTRAL basement room.
Removed was the fireplace mass in the west wall from just below ground floor level to all points above. Closed over with boards (present ones) were the fireplace and fireplace hearth openings.

Perhaps placed now in the south wall was a small (in height) window opening (hidden), 39 inches wide, by 13 inches tall, or other type opening. 

The basement area did not have a fireplace of its own.

Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
This and the NORTH-EAST basement areas held in common the new central fireplace mass. It had no framed members around it. Instead, the ends of several ground floor joists (present ones) rested on it for support.
Above, the hearthstone of the fireplace of the SOUTH-EAST room sat within a hearth opening (present one) designed with a sloped bottom to receive the hearthstone.
Closed over with boards (present ones) was the basement stairwell opening.

Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Discernible changes to the building or building features were not apparent.
Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Replaced perhaps during this period were the south and east groundsills. However, the east groundsill afterwards deteriorated completely to nothing opposite this basement area following the application of cement to the exterior face of the foundation.

Removed was the small, south wall window, or other type opening, (found in 1991 “in-situ”). 
WEST BUILDING:

CENTRAL ADDITION,

UNDER THE SOUTH-CENTRAL ROOM
[Room Photo]
Third Construction Event: Late 18th Century (West Building Complex)
The perimeter, rubble stone foundation employed a lime-based mortar.

Sited was an exterior SOUTH-WEST recess to the west of a short, north/south masonry cross foundation wall, (later removed). This wall extended north under the west groundsill of the CENTRAL ADDITION to where the south foundation of the WEST ADDITION intersected it. The cross foundation wall was perhaps c.17-19 inches wide.
The south end of the east groundsills of the CENTRAL ADDITION also rested on a short north/south cross foundation wall.
North of these two cross foundation walls these groundsills perhaps sat on, now or later, vertical wooden posts (possible the present ones). Surprisingly the posts, where required, sat directly on the ground. 
To the east, the CENTRAL ADDITION and the EAST BUILDING shared the cross foundation wall, (present one), as well as vertical wooden posts. 

The east groundsill was a place to support ground floor flooring joists, not to frame wall studs.

The west groundsill, and the exterior sheathing of the framed wall above, displayed the results of insect activity. Their boreholes affected that portion that was once the east wall of the exterior SOUTH-EAST recess, and extended even further. On the groundsill, they reached as far north as the south REAR stairwell framing member. On the sheathing, they existed even more north.
Problematic, did a complete masonry wall once stand beneath the entire west groundsill (8-3/4 inches wide)?
This and the NORTH-CENTRAL basement areas held in common the new central fireplace mass. Above it, the hearthstone of the fireplace of the SOUTH-CENTRAL room sat within a hearth opening.
The wooden floor in this basement area rested on east/west sleepers set directly in the ground. Here a ground drainage system (hidden) was evident. Above, the ceiling was open and painted white or whitewashed.
In its south wall, two openings, to the east perhaps 34-1/2 inches to 36 inches wide by 18-1/2 inches tall, and to the west, perhaps 28 inches wide, by 17-1/2 inches high, served either as window or as loading/off-loading openings.

Board partitions defined the limits of this basement area:

(1) To the north: 

(a) Set was an east/west board room-separation partition (problematic was with a doorway) running to the west off the west side of the masonry fireplace mass.
(2) To the west:

(a) Standing was perhaps a north/south, wooden, room-separation partition along the west groundsill.

(3) To the east:

(a) Standing was the same north/south, wooden, room-separation partition as the SOUTH-EAST basement. In it was a doorway. It passed underneath the separate groundsills of the CENTRAL ADDITION and EAST BUILDINGS, rising up a step into the basement area opposite. 
Above the doorway, to the bottom surface of the area’s east groundsill was a cut (present one), placed now or later, perhaps to produce a level doorway header.
Set flush to the west face of the east cross foundation wall, and sloped, and beveled at its south extremity was an embedded timber (present one). It lay low in the east cross wall, next to the doorway. It had an undetermined use.

This basement area did not have a fireplace.

Modifications / Renovations: 18th-Century to Early 19th-Century
Removed, during the construction of the SOUTH-EAST room, were the two short cross foundation walls of the SOUTH-EAST recess.
This basement area to the south once featured a number of north/south, wooden partitions (ghosts). They divided the area east to west into at least two principal stall-like areas. 
Establishing the west limit of the stall-like area was one of the partitions. Just east of the groundsill, it utilized a north/south 4-3/4-inch wide board (in part present). It crossed the first three joists north of the south, perimeter foundation wall. Set against the board, perhaps, was this partition, one that at the same time perhaps also established the east limit of the SOUTH-WEST basement.

Of interest, close by the wide board, cut near the southern end of the west groundsill of the CENTRAL ADDITION, was a scored angle (present one). It was in line with the south-west corner of the masonry fireplace base.

Setting the north limits of the stalls was another wooden partition. It extended eastward from the west partition wall to the east cross foundation wall. Nailed against the north face of the 3rd. joist from the south perimeter wall, it created a corridor almost 3 feet wide between it and the fireplace mass to the north. 
At its east end, the corridor exited upon the doorway to the SOUTH-EAST basement. To the west, it exited upon a problematic doorway to the NORTH-CENTRAL basement.
Set, approximately 6 feet east from the west partition wall of the stall-like area, was a principal cross-partition (its ghost, on both sides of the three joists). Of wood, it ran north/south. Additional north/south sub-divisions (their indents remain on the bottom of the three same joists) perhaps stood here as well. 
Set within the stalls immediately east of the partition board, beneath both the first and second joists, were vertical [wooden] posts. They aligned to the south with the west end of a south basement window opening (west one - hidden) possibly filled in, now, with rubble-stone.
Perhaps between this period and circa 1900 placed east/west on the ledge of the south perimeter wall were two logs (present ones). The west one terminated to the west where a north/south cross log from the NORTH-CENTRAL basement intersected. The east one apparently terminated to the west against where the principal cross-partition wall of the stall complex ended. The east/west logs perhaps supplemented a weakened flooring support.
Modifications / Renovations: Middle 19th-Century
Perhaps now the only connection to the basement areas under the EAST BUILDING was this area’s east doorway. The one in the NORTH-EAST basement was lost to the construction of the stairwell in its opening.
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Installed, now or later, was a cement floor. 

Removed, now if not earlier, were all of the wooden partitions. 
Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991

Replaced, perhaps now was the south wall groundsill.
Installed, perhaps now, in the south wall opening was a new sash. Possibly the window opening was now 32 inches wide, by 17-1/2 inches tall. It perhaps had a raised (2-1/2 inches) masonry base, to bring the bottom of the opening up to ground level. 
INTERIOR ROOM VIEW PLANES
SECOND STOREY

[Several Room Photos]
Fourth Construction Event: Circa 1900 (Second Storey Complex)
Built over both the EAST BUILDING and the CENTRAL ADDITION was a wood-shingled SECOND STOREY. Its construction removed all evidence of the prior 18th -century attic layout over the EAST BUILDING.

A new SECOND STOREY STAIRWELL, in the ground floor NORTH-EAST room, led to an upper room L-shaped hallway (present one). It provided access to five rooms (present ones). Several had closets (present ones). None had a fireplace.

Sited directly over, and along, the framed west ground floor wall of the EAST BUILDING was the main north/south partition (present one) of the SECOND STOREY.

This upper story featured many new windows. However, closed-off, in the north wall, with plaster upon machine-made laths was the then existing attic window opening (hidden) of the EAST BUILDING. . 

The construction of the SECOND STOREY required the removal of most of the then existing 18th -century roofing members. Exceptions, of course, were the north and south gable rafters (hidden).

Modifications / Renovations: 1900 (Circa) to 1991
Constructed relatively early in the 20th century over the WEST ADDITION was a long, narrow, three-windowed room. Sheathed were its exterior walls with re-used boards (hidden). Some formerly painted and nailed facing inwards, they received a covering layer of shingles. 
Perhaps removed now within the room were the shingles from the former exterior west wall of the SECOND STOREY over the CENTRAL ADDITION.
The flooring, of re-used boards (present ones), stood c.12-inches lower than that of the L-shaped hallway to the east. 
This room did not have a fireplace.
MISCELLANEOUS

Unusual 18th-Century Boards Found in the Basement

Found in the basement were several, painted boards. They differed from others employed in the “Jost House”. Their bead here was typical of that found on the tongue side of 18th -century horizontal board cladding used in the NORTH-EAST and NORTH-WEST rooms. However, the beads and tongues were along both edges of the boards. Furthermore, they matched one board re-used beneath the c.1900 stairwell (east side) of the NORTH-EAST room. 
In contrast, discovered was another board that was grooved both edges, without beading. 
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