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The Fauxbourg Property ...in context

This property has two extremely important roles to play at the Fortress of Louisbourg.

To begin with, it is the first "period" environment which visitors encounter. Before arriving there, in the Reception Centre and on the buses, people are welcomed and generally prepared for their visit to 18th century Louisbourg. It is with the Fauxbourg house that the actual visit begins. First impressions being what they are, it is essential that what people see, hear, touch, taste or smell in that area be not only historically accurate but also thought provoking.

The second major role for the Fauxbourg property is that it is the principal area where visitors learn about the cod fishing of Isle Royale. As the fishery was the foundation of the colonial economy, this is by itself a major focus. Aspects which relate to the fishing and which need to be touched on here are settlement in the Fauxbourg, Barrachois and Côte Nord areas, the Basque population of Louisbourg and the operation of a cabaret for fishermen.

To the animators and interpreters stationed at the Fauxbourg property the greatest challenge is probably to attract and keep visitors around long enough so that they have an opportunity to tell them about the property. This is not a easy task because many people are anxious to move on to the Porte Dauphin and the fortified town beyond. Yet it can be done and even where it seems difficult to keep them for more than a cursory look at the house, don't be discouraged. Remember, they will be returning at the end of their visit and perhaps then they will want to know all about the house, its occupants and the fishery.
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Interpretive focus
Although not located on a specific archeological site the Fauxbourg property is interpreted as if it were that of Georges DesRoches and Jeanne Galbarette, who were active in the fishery and who also likely operated a cabaret. The focus is on the following aspects:

i) Fishery 
- economic base of Isle Royale

- annual worth to France was several times the 


  amount expended on royal projects(including the 


  fortifications) at Louisbourg.

- colony's production of dried and salted fish was 


  two to three times the value of Canada's fur 


  trade. 

ii) types 
- wet or green fishery - involves heavy use of salt 


  for preservation of the cod

- dry fishery - cod preserved principally by the air 


  and sun

- inshore fishery  generally in small boats 


  (chaloupes); principally involved in the dry 


  fishery.

- offshore fishery - generally in large boats 


  (goelettes or schooners) or in ships; principally 


  involved in wet fishery

- resident fishery - active in both inshore and  


  offshore, summer and winter fisheries

- migrant fishery - seasonal fisherman (many of whom 


  were Basque) were active in the offshore fishery, 


  at the end of the summer season most of these men 


  returned to France.

iii) Seasons 
- summer fishery (May to September), with both 


  chaloupes and schooner being active 

- winter fishery (November to February), chaloupe 


  only

iv) Louisbourg
- marketing centre for the cod catch of the entire 


  colony
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v) Markets
- major markets were France and France's West Indian 


  colonies (Martinique, Guadeloupe, Saint Dominique)

vi) Fishing
- there were developed fishing properties (houses,     Properties    sheds, fish flakes, wharves) along the shore of 


  Louisbourg harbour from just outside the Porte  


  Dauphin to where the modern town of Louisbourg is 


  situated

- about 30 to 40 percent of the civilian population 


  of Louisbourg lived along the shore

vii) DesRoches
- DesRoches and Galbarette employed a large number       Property
  of fishermen in their operation, many of whom were 


  Basque.

- their house seems also to have served as a cabaret

viii) Cabarets
- popular with fishermen for off-hours relaxation

ix) Basques
- large numbers involved in the fishery at 


  Louisbourg

- seasonal fishermen from the southwest of France

- different language, clothes, customs and culture

83/03/10

Fauxbourg Introduction for Animation

The following is the introduction the interpreter gives to the visitor upon arrival in the Fauxbourg Property. It is geared toward the "average" visitor and traffic patterns. It must be shortened in times of increased flow of traffic.

"Welcome to the home of Georges and Jeanne DesRoches. Georges is a fishing proprietor in Louisbourg which means he owns and operates his own fishing business. He is wealthy enough to hire fishermen and shore workers to catch and process codfish for him.

Georges is one of the many fishing proprietors who would have homes similar to this one along this harbour and extending along the shoreline, up and down the coast. These proprietors were all involved in the cod fishery.
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Fauxbourg Introduction cont...

Cod is the main catch. There are two types of fishery being carried out on this coast. The first is the Green fishery which involves larger boats called goelettes or schooners. They fish on the Grand Banks processing the cod to the point of salting and then transport their cargo back to France. The fishery Georges is involved with is the dry fishery. The fishermen who work for Georges leave the harbour, early every morning in small open boats called chaloupes. They are 30 foot long, open vessels powered by oar and sail. There are three fishermen to each chaloupe and each fisherman has two handlines. 

(Holding the handline) Cod is a ground fish and had to be caught with a handline. Each handline has a single hook, bated with mackerel or herring which are caught in gill nets in the harbour. There is a lead sinker weighing 1 to 1 1/2lbs and about 300 feet of tarred hemp line on the reel. Using this equipment the fishermen of Louisbourg  catch on average 30,000,000 lbs of codfish each year.

The cod is brought back to shore and processed by shoreworkers who remove the heads, then split the fish removing 2/3rds of the backbone, which allows for the fish to lie flat. It is put in salt for 10 days, rinsed and then put on flakes to dry which takes about six weeks. The process of drying cod this ways allows the fish to be preserved and eatable for up to a year. 

We are dependant on France for everything. The economic strategy is Mercantilism, in which we depend on our mother country for finished goods. Cod is a valued commodity which pays for the products we need. 

Fish is important to France because during this century there are over 20,000,000 people living in France, most of whom were Catholic. The Catholic religion at this time has over 145 days a year of obligation, when you cannot eat meat, so fish becomes an important part of the diet.

Cod preserves well and to use you only have to remove the skin off the back, soak it in water overnight or boil it twice the next day to remove most of the salt. The fish will reconstitute and can be used in various recipes.

As you can see the cod fishery was a very important and valuable industry. In fact the fortress was built to protect France's fishery which was considered to be 2-3 times the value of the fur trade coming out of Upper Canada.

Georges DesRoches lives here with his wife, but they have no children. There is only one bedroom which also serves as an office. Their employees would have slept in the small cabin outside. The rest of the house is used as a cabaret or tavern where fishermen can come for hot meals, watered down wine or rum from the West Indies. 

Please look around the house and if you have any questions please feel free to ask."
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The Property
Archeological excavations in the Fauxbourg uncovered traces of several structures, but none of which are thought to have been the Dastarit/DesRoches house. It seems that with the construction of a road in the area and with the rise in sea level(by several feet) over the past two centuries the location of the house and its sheds are now either destroyed or under water.

Notwithstanding the failure to determine the property's location, Park officials felt that a "period" house should be constructed in the area to serve as a bus shelter and to tell the story of the Isle Royale fishery. The property belonging to Georges DesRoches and Jeanne Galbarette was selected as a model and design, construction, and furnishing proceeded as if it were the DesRoches house being reconstructed.

The summary below is of the major developments concerning the property which eventually came into the possession of Georges DesRoches.

1717 - 
Joannis Dastarit and his wife Jeanne (sometimes called      
     Anne) Galbarette were living in the Fauxbourg (on land 

that had not been officially conceded to him by the 

government), where he had a small fishing operation. In 

1716 and 1717 he had four fishermen working for him; in 

1718 apparently none and by 1721 he was bankrupt.

1726 -    By this date Dastarit had become a tavern keeper        

(habitant-cabaretier). The household consisted of his 

wife and three servants. In December of that year he died 

and was buried in the parish cemetery.

1726-35
Jeanne Galbarette continued to live in the house on 

Dastarit's Fauxbourg property, where she operated an inn 

and possibly a fishing property.

1735 - 
Galbarette married Laurant Dibarrat, a Basque merchant 

from the southwest coast of France. By the terms of the 

marriage contract she retained title to their Fauxbourg 

property. Dibarrat died soon after the wedding, most 

likely in 1736.

1738-45
Jeanne Galbarette (69 years old and twice widowed)                 married Georges DesRoches (28 years old) in January 1738.            They lived in the Fauxbourg where they ran a fishing 

operation, and possibly a cabaret.
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1745 -
The buildings on the DesRoches-Galbarette property were 

among those destroyed by the French in the initial stages 

of the siege. It is not known if they were later 

reimbursed by the government.

1745-49
The Fauxbourg properties lay in ruins during the English 

occupation, while DesRoches and Galbarette lived in town. 

They were among the few French settlers who stayed on 


Isle Royale after it fell to the English. The reasons 

     why they, or anyone else remained in the colony during 

this period are not known.

1749-54 
Galbarette and DesRoches re-established themselves in the 

Fauxbourg area, probably on their original property. Once 

again they were active in the fishery.

1754-56
Jeanne Galbarette died on 18 December 1754, at the age of 

85,and was buried in the Louisbourg parish cemetery. 

DesRoches continued to reside in the Fauxbourg until at 

least 1756. After that date it is not known where or what 

happened to him.

83/03/10
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THE HOUSE
Unlike virtually every other reconstructed building at the Fortress of Louisbourg, the Fauxbourg house was not erected on the site of any archaeological 18th century foundation. Its exterior design was based almost entirely on evidence from 18th century maps and plans while the interior layout was based on the 1735 inventory of Jeanne Galbarette's possessions. A few minor architectural elements were added to the house to show a slight Basque influence, since the man who constructed the house, Joannis Dastarit, is thought to have been Basque.

The house is a one-story piquet (vertical log) construction with a sod roof. Though by the 1740s there were probably relatively few building at Louisbourg with sod roofs, there had likely been a number of them erected in the early years of the settlement. This house should be interpreted as one of the survivors from that early period. The use of sod roofs was an age-old practice in many regions in Europe, and was not a distinctively French or Basque practice.

Another feature that could be considered to be typically Basque is the overhanging roof. However, please remember that such an aspect does not make the Fauxbourg house a Basque house. Rather, it is a typical 18th century building with only a few minor modifications which show Basque influence.

Inside the house is a large room which is thought to have been the cabaret area, a bedroom, believed to have been that of DesRoches and Galbarette, another room used for storage and possibly as sleeping quarters for a servant, a small storehouse and a storage shed. There is no historical evidence to indicate what kind of floor Galbarette's house had, but archaeologists did find an indication of packed earth floor on another property in the Fauxbourg. A Park design team felt that the Dastarit-DesRoches house may have had the same feature. 

THE YARD
It is with the yard that the owners' involvement in the fishery would have been most apparent. From fish being unloaded from chaloupes and schooners at a wharf, to being processed on cutting tables, to being laid on flakes to dry, all the shore activities associated with the cod fishery of Isle Royale would have been erected. If in the future other features ( particularly a wharf)  can be added then the relationship of the property to the fishery (indeed, to the sea) will be greatly enhanced.

Other structures which were located on the property in the 18th century were three small buildings behind the house. One served as a fisherman's quarters, at least in 1735 when there was an inventory taken of its furnishings. Another seems to have been 
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The Yard cont...

a place where a few pigs were kept while the third was described as a "cabanne aux gens", suggesting that it too may have contained lodgings or kitchen facilities. As with the other features which would have been on all Louisbourg fishing properties, these cabins were an essential part of the operation.

THE OCCUPANTS
Jeanne Galbarette(c.1669-1754)

Jeanne Galbarette was a Basque, from the southwest coast of France. Her brother (Joannis de Galbaret) and niece (Marie de Galbaret) were identified as being from Andaye (probably Hendaye which is right at the French-Spanish border) near Bayonne so Jeanne herself was undoubtedly from the same town.

When or where she married Joannis Dastarit, her first husband, is unknown. He is recorded as living in the Louisbourg Fauxbourg in 1717, with a wife, who presumably was Galbarette. Dastarit was a small time fishing proprietor (habitant-pêcheur) who had only four men working for him in 1716 and 1717. As his name was omitted from a 1718 list of chaloupe owners it would seem that he was perhaps temporarily out of the fishery. By 1721 he was bankrupt. In 1726, at the latest, he had found a new occupation, that of tavern keeper(cabaretier). According to the 1726 census Dastarit's household consisted of his wife (Galbarette) and three servants. How well they were doing in their new business in not known, but one hopes they were more adept at selling drinks than they had been at fishing. In any case, the business soon suffered a serious loss. On 17 December  1726 Joannis Dastarit died. After having been administered the sacraments of penance, eucharist, and extreme unction, he passed away with " a perfect resignation to the will of God". The marriage had been childless so Jeanne Galbarette had neither the burden of young children to care for by herself nor the assistance of older sons to help her run the cabaret.


The death of her husband seems to have prompted Galbarette to consider her own mortality. In June 1727, at which time she was approximately 58 years old and her husband had been dead for six months, she drew up her last will and testament. (actually she dictated it, she was illiterate). Her concern for spiritual matters and her affection for her late husband were evident through the document. She set aside a great deal of money for spiritual matters to be expended back in France, which seems to indicate that her ties to her home region were considerably stronger than her attachment to Louisbourg.
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Jeanne Galbarette cont...

In 1728 she acquired two properties: one in the Barrachois area and one in Block 31. She had sold both by 1735, the latter to military officer Michel de Gannes de Falaises. Living with Galbarette in her Fauxbourg house during the period 1727-30 seems

to have been her niece, Marie Galbarette. That situation must have ended in January 1730 when the 20 year old Marie obtained her aunt's permission to marry George Rosse.( The marriage was to last only five years as Marie died in May 1735).

Throughout the late 1720s and early 1730s, Galbarette apparently continued to operate the drinking establishment begun during her husband's life. In the 1734 census of the town she was described as an innkeeper(aubergiste) with two servants. Yet her inn, interestingly enough, was not on the official list of cabarets and inns which was drawn up that same year. Her clientele appears to have been predominately Basque fishermen and sailors, who are discussed in more detail in a subsequent section of this manual.

In early 1735 Galbarette decided to remarry. Her choice was Laurent Dibarrat, a widowed Basque merchant who like herself came from the southwest of France. In order that there would be no confusion over what each was bringing into the marriage, Galbarette requested that an inventory of her possessions be taken by officials of the Bailliage court. This was done on 13 February, with her fauxbourg property being assessed at 5,000 livres and her moveable belongings at 2,869 livres 2 sols. In addition, her clientele owed her 6,005 livres while she owed 4,175 livres to various creditors. All in all she was in a very sound financial position. Dibarrat, for is part, was said to be worth 1000 livres. A formal marriage contract was signed in the widow's house by Galbarette and Dibarrat on 19 February. Although there is no parish record entry for the wedding, it probably took place within a week of the marriage contract, as was typical in Louisbourg. Certainly, 

they did marry for she was later referred to as his widow. Dibarrat's death probably occurred in September 1736 when a Laurant Dibanes, aged about 67, passed away. As illiterates, both Dibarrat and Galbarette frequently had their names spelled in different ways, depending on the priest or royal official doing the writing.

It was not long before the twice widowed Jeanne Galbarette married again. This time her choice was Georges Desroches, a young man from the province of Auvergne in central France. At the time of their marriage, 21 January 1738, DesRoches was 28 and Galbarette was about 69. If Desroches expected a short marriage, at the end of which he would inherit his wife's Fauxbourg property and other assets, he was to be disappointed. Galbarette was to live for a another 16 years.
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Jeanne Galbarette cont...

Within a few years of their marriage each made a will, Galbarette from her sickbed in 1742 and Desroches during an illness in 1743. Galbarette's will differed significantly from the one she had drawn up 15 years earlier, reflecting both her new marital status and a slightly diminished concern for spiritual matters. Whereas in 1727 she had intended to leave large sums of money to various churches and religious communities in return for masses and prayers for the repose of several souls, in 1742 she bequeathed a perpetual annual income of 100 livres to the Louisbourg parish church for a lower Requiem mass and de Profundis to be said each Thursday between four and five for the repose of her own soul. The rest of her estate was to go entirely to her latest husband, and upon his death to a nephew, Martin Galbarette. There was no mention of money for the poor or for churches, chapels or communities back in France.

In late 1742 Jean Dibarrat, a financier from St. Jean de Luz in southwest France and a stepson of her second marriage, came to Louisbourg to settle the community of goods that had existed between Galbarette and Laurant Dibarrat. The agreement reached was that the stepson would receive the 1000 livres his father had brought into the marriage and that the rest of the community rights would be ceded to Galbarette and DesRoches.

In the spring of 1745 Louisbourg was besieged on land and blockaded at sea by a combined New England and British force. Galbarette's house and other buildings in the Fauxbourg would have been among those deliberately destroyed by the French authorities during the early stages of the assault. Thereafter Galbarette

and DesRoches must have resided within the fortress walls. At the end of the seige they opted to remain in the town, rather than sail to France with the vast majority of the inhabitants. Perhaps Galbarette's age, she was about 76 at the time, was a consideration; or perhaps DesRoches made some special arrangement with the English occupiers to supply them with fish or other goods. Whatever the reason, during the four years of English occupation Galbarette and DesRoches shared accommodation with Jean-Baptiste Guion and his family. When the French returned to Louisbourg in 1749 DesRoches re-established himself in the Fauxbourg, one of the few to do so during the second French occupation.

There is nothing known of Jeanne Galbarette's life or activities during the 1750s. Presumably, old age began to take its toll on her. At last, during the third week of Advent 1754, Galbarette died. Just before expiring she received the sacraments of penance and extreme unction. She was buried in the parish  cemetery, which during the 1750s was outside the walls of the town, on 18 December 1754.
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Georges Des Roches (c.1710-?)

Georges DesRoches was from the parish of Caroles in the central French province of Auvergne. It is not known when he first came to Louisbourg or in what capacity; the first mention of his name occurs in the 1738 parish record entry for his marriage to Jeanne Galbarette. At the time of the wedding he was 28 years old.

Being from the central France, DesRoches was an unlikely person to become involved in the cod fishery of Isle Royale. Yet, he obviously learned the trade quickly and well once he arrived in the colony. The 1744 census described him as a fishing proprietor and he clearly had become one much earlier. In 1743 he purchased a 40-ton ship, Le St.-Pierre; the following year he rented (for 1695 livres) several chaloupes to the government for interim use in the attack on Canso. Evidently, it was Georges DesRoches who restores Jeanne Galbarette's Fauxbourg property to a role in the fishery similar to the one it had during her marriage to Joannis Dastarit. Similar, but far more successful.

As an adjunct to his involvement in the fishery DesRoches operated a forge on the property, with at least one apprentice blacksmith. Valerin Louis dit le Bourguignon, the former soldier and stone cutter who was arrested for the theft in 1743 ( for more information see The Summer of 1744), testified that he traded a door lock for a chest lock with an apprentice blacksmith at Georges DesRoches's forge outside the Dauphin Gate.

As stated above, all structures on Galbarette's and DesRoches's property were burned by the French during the 1745 siege. The couple then moved into the town, where they stayed for the next four years. In 1749, upon the return of the French, DesRoches was described as living on the rue de Scatary. By 1751, he was back in the fauxbourg, one of the few people to re-establish there in the 1750s. During those years the property became  a "busy fishing centre", with DesRoches renting part of his beach as well as continuing his operations. The names if the three individuals who were either working for or with DesRoches during these years are Joannis de Calenina, Bertrand Bouillé and Le Bourquy.

DesRoches became a widower in December 1754. He continued to live on the Fauxbourg, inherited from Jeanne Galbarette, until at least 1756. What happened to him after that date is unknown. Perhaps he was still alive in 1758 when Louisbourg fell for the second time. His name is not in the list of those disembarking at La Rochelle in 1759, so conceivably he chose to stay in the colony, just as he had in 1745.
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Cabaret Clientele 

The best evidence for the clientele who frequented Jeanne Galbarette"s inn is her own account book of 1735. In it are the names of 287 people, all but two of whom were men. Most of the clients seem to have been non-resident Basques who were connected with the fishery, although very few occupational groups were listed. Of those that were, 11 were ships' captains and 11 beachmasters (maîtres de grave). For the most part their debts were for small amounts, two-thirds being for less than 10 livres.

There are two aspects of the account book which are worth particular note. First, since Galbarette herself was illiterate she must have relied on someone else to keep her records. When she had a husband, who was literate, he could have done the bookwork. But for long stretches of her life she was a widow and so must have trusted her record-keeping to someone else, probably a servant or clerk. Second, many if not most of her inn did not pay cash for their food or drink. Rather, they ran up a tab, perhaps for a few weeks and then paid it off. In other words, credit was available and popular.

82/04/01
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Endnotes:
The summary is based on material in Brenda Dunn,Supplementary      report on the Dauphin Fauxbourg, August, 1976, unpublished report   H-D27 in the library of the Fortress of Louisbourg.


For structural details of the house and their basis see the        Structural Design Team Minutes in the Fortress Library


For a discussion of the outbuildings, see the Structural Design    Team Minutes


Jeanne's niece, Marie, was identified as "Basque de nation" on     her burial entry in the Louisbourg parish records. A.N.,Outre      Mer,GL,Vol.406, Reg.IV, enterrement du 31 mai 1735. For place of    origin see Marie's marriage entry five years earlier, A.N.,Outre    Mer,Gl,Vol.496, Reg.IV, mariage du 6 janvier 1730


Dunn,Supplementary Report...


A.N.,Outre Mer,Gl, Vol.406,Reg.iii,sepulture du 17 décembre 1726.   The original French is "ancien habitant après avoir Receu les      sacraments de penitence, d'eucharistie et d'extreme anction avec    une parfaite resignation à la Volonté de Seigneur."


A.N>, Outre Mer,G3,2958 (1727), piece 7,26 juin 1727, Testament    d'Anne de Galbarrer. The original French is "pour le repos de      l'ame de deffunct Joannis Dastarit."























Dunn, Supplementary Report...


Dunn, Supplementary Report...


A.N., Outre Mer, G1, Vol.406, Reg.I, mariage du 6 janvier 1730.


Ibid.,Reg.IV, enterrement du 31 mai 1735.


Dunn,Supplementary Report...


A.N.,Outre Mer, G3,2039-1, pièce 66, 13 fevrier 1735.


Dunn,Supplementary Report...


Dunn,Supplementary Report...


A.N., Outre Mer, G1, Vol.407, Reg. I, mariage du 21 janvier        1738.


Ibid.,G3,2946 suite, pièce 117, Testament d'Anne Galbarret, 


   7 septembre 1742: Dunn,Supplementary Report...


Dunn,Supplementary Report...


Dunn,Supplementary Report...


A.N., Outre Mer, G1, Vol.409, Reg.I, enterrement du 18 décembre     1754


Dunn,Supplementary Report...


Ibid.


Ibid.
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