Plow Animals in New France

by Robert-Lionel Séguin

In New France, the wheeled plow was drawn by oxen and horses.  It could hardly be otherwise, since these animals had been associated with farm work in Europe from time immemorial.  The Bayeux Tapestry, executed about 1080 A.D., shows a horse and a mule harnessed to a harrow and a foretrain-type plow.  Around the same time, plow horses appeared on the plains of northern Europe.  At the Council of Clermont, in 1095, Pope Urban II placed under divine protection all plow oxen and horses, the men who handled the plow and harrow and the horses with which they did their harrowing.

The use of plow horses quickly gained ground in Europe.  In England, they are mentioned as early as 1086, chiefly in the Domesday Book.  In the English countryside, particularly in Oxfordshire, the horse was soon used for drawing the harrow.  Oxen and horses were used at the same time for plowing land.  Again in England, in the late seventeenth century, a survey was done of the twenty-three domains of Ramsey Abbey.  In fourteen of them, both oxen and horses were harnessed to the plow.

Some people preferred horses to oxen because of their speed and endurance.  Oxen  moved slowly, so that peasants who used them had no choice but to live close to their fields.  A horse, on the other hand, took little time to cover the distance from the farm to the land to be plowed.  Endurance was another factor.  At work, a horse tires less quickly than an ox.  But everything has its drawbacks.  For the authors of the thirteenth century, there was no better animal for plowing than the ox, first because it consumed less feed than a horse, so that there was a saving on forage; also, the ox was "recoverable": there was nothing to save from an old horse, other than its hide, for leather; but it was different with an ox, which could be fattened and sold for slaughter.

These arguments never finally resolved the question of whether the ox or the horse was the more suitable animal for drawing the plow.  The discussion never ended; as late as the autumn of 1875, a Quebec chronicler wrote:

This is the place to discuss the great question of the superiority of the horse over the ox, or of the ox over the horse, in plowing.

Because of its mass, its strength, and the evenness of its movements; because of the small expenditure required to feed and harness it; because of the small number of diseases to which it is exposed; and because of its great value when fattened, the ox is certainly preferable to the horse for plowing; but the slowness of its gait, in places where one counts the time spent for what it is worth, offsets all these advantages.  Therefore it cannot compete with the horse in field-crop country, where a large amount of plowing has to be done in a short time; and the ox is confined to areas where each farm is made up only of the amount of land a man can cultivate without other assistance than that of his children.

This divergence of opinions did not greatly influence the inhabitant, who gradually assigned the ox to all kinds of farm work.  In mid-May 1863, the correspondent for an agricultural journal speaks as follows of the presence of oxen on Quebec farms:

The employment of oxen at Ste Anne for the last four years has once again shown their advantage over horses for farm work.  This example is all the more important here as this practice is something new for most of the inhabitants of our parishes below Quebec.  There are no doubt a few good exceptions, but they are still too rare for us to hope that they will become widespread for a long time.  We know that the ox is the most suitable animal for plowing.  Its even gait allows the instruments to be maintained and directed more easily than could be done by using horses, whose liveliness is often detrimental to steady work.

The ox was harnessed under either the yoke or the collar.  The first method was more the fashion in the seventeenth and eighteenth century.  Note should be taken of the exclusive use of the horn yoke, at least up to the third quarter of the eighteenth century, when the inhabitant gradually adopted the withers yoke.  The naturalist Kalm, who made a stay in Quebec in August 1749, observes: "In Canada, the oxen draw with their horns, but in the English colonies, they draw by the withers, like horses."

 All farmers took great care to ensure that the ox's horns were in good condition, for otherwise the animal was unserviceable.  So the lessee of a plow ox was responsible for any mishap that befell the animal's horns during the term of a lease.  It was for just such a matter that two inhabitants of Quebec, Louis Blanchard
 and René Réaume,
 found themselves before the Prévoté on 9 June 1676.  Réaume had to  compensate Blanchard for a "working ox which he had dehorned and rendered unserviceable."

Agricultural technology was enriched by British contributions during the last decades of the eighteenth century.  It was around this time that farmers began harnessing oxen under the withers yoke.  Nevertheless, the horn yoke remained common until the mid-nineteenth century.  According to Lambert, in 1814, "The oxen are sometimes used for the plough, or in carts; in which service they always draw with their horns."
  The American traveller Silliman spoke in the same terms, when he was in Montreal in the autumn of 1819:

As we passed along through the fields, we found a man and boy ploughing.  The oxen were yoked, not as with us, by the shoulders and neck, but by the horns.  A kind of yoke lay upon their necks, and was fastened, by leather straps, to the horns; but no bow, or other contrivance, passed around the neck; thus the oxen draw entirely by their horns; and I am told that the French farmers cannot be induced to adopt our method, although it is obvious that the animal is thus sadly embarrassed, and can exert very little power.  I saw, however, one yoke in another field, harnessed in our way.

Like the horse, the ox was harnessed under the collar.  It should be noted that the hame of the ox collar did not have the same shape as that of a horse collar; it was more oblong.  By the seventeenth century, the ox collar was being used occasionally in New France.  However, it was not definitively adopted by the inhabitant until the second half of the eighteenth century, or indeed, the nineteenth.  In February 1848, the correspondent of a Montreal publication wrote:

If oxen drawing by the collar are used, they are harnessed absolutely in the same way as horses, that is to say that the traces of each pair of oxen are attached to two pieces of wood fastened to a whiffletree, suspended by the ring it has in the middle from the hook of the regulator chain.

Which was better - the yoke or the collar?  Both had advantages and disadvantages, as pointed out by the correspondent of an agricultural publication of Ste Anne de la Pocatière, in the spring of 1863:

Our (plow oxen) were used to the double collar-yoke when they came to the farm.  This type of harness is perhaps not the best. There are some who prefer a single yoke on the head, and others a single collar, as used on horses.  The former has the disadvantage of hindering and bothering the animals more.  It slows down their walk when they are working on stony ground.
  For in such a case, the shocks and jolts they constantly receive on the head make them timid and gradually reduce them to a very slow gait.  The single collar has the disadvantage of being more expensive and requiring a harness which always cost something, however simple it may be.

In New France, the horse was occasionally used for plowing by the later decades of the seventeenth century.  When the notary Vachon carried out an inventory of the property of the miller Abel Turcault,
 who died and was buried at Ste Famille, on the Île d'Orléans, on 17 September 1687, there was mention of a "mare with a bay
 coat equipped with the harness for drawing the plow."
  And in Montreal, on 1 May 1702, the merchant Charles Alavoyne rented a horse to François Caron, of Rivière des Prairies.  It was agreed that the lessee would not use the animal for plowing.
  Two years later, in April 1704, the edge-tool maker Étienne Campot and the plowman Pierre Dagenais, both of the Bonsecours quarter, reached agreement on the rental of "two plow horses and a mare".
  On 3 April 1712, the Montreal butcher Pierre Chevrier dit Plaisant and one Louis Roy, of Sault St Louis, decided to purchase "a horse with a black coat, about nine years old.  This contract done in consideration of the price and sum of twenty-five livres of the country, which the said Roy promises and undertakes to give and pay to the said Plaisant or to the bearer on the day and feast of St Michael, 29 September next."
  On the other hand, it "shall be lawful for the said Roy, in case the said horse does not draw the plow well in the next sowing season to return it to the said Plaisant; and in the said case, this contract shall be void."
   This detail reveals to what a degree the horse was associated with plowing the soil.  Plowing was done, preferably, in the autumn.  So it was on 26 June 1720, when Jean Tessier rented his land at Chambly to Pierre Favreau.  The latter would have at his disposal various farming implements, including "a horse if necessary to plow the fields this autumn in order to sow next spring."
  The property of the Hablin family,
 which was inventoried in mid-January 1745, included "a plow fitted with its share, colter, courtereau, link chain, prou, wheel and yoke, and a chain which is placed between two horses."
  This latter detail indicates that the heavy machine was drawn by horses rather than by horned cattle.  Similarly, in the early nineteenth century, in August 1805 to be exact, when the "stock" (roulant) of the Macé farm in Chambly was assessed, mention was made of "a plow to go with two horses."
  In many regions of Quebec, horses and oxen took turns drawing the plow.  However, the horse finally won out in the decades following; on some occasions, it even happened that a plow team consisted of an ox and a horse.  This curious tandem was reported on different occasions in the early decades of the twentieth century.

Nevertheless, the ox still enjoyed popular favor as a draft animal for the plow.  On 27 April 1628, Guillaume Couillard used this farming implement for the first time in Quebec.  What became of this team of plow oxen?  On 15 July 1640, the curious assembled before the door of the parish church of Quebec, where "two oxen, one with a black coat and the other with a red coat"
 which belonged to the estate of Guillaume Hébert,
 the brother-in-law of Guillaume Couillard, were sold at auction.  Offered "in a loud voice for public bids",
 the animals were sold to Nicholas Pivert
 for the tidy sum of three hundred twenty livres.  For decades, there were plow oxen here and there, of course, but it was not until the third quarter of the seventeenth century that each farm had them.  The presence of such animals is recorded many times in agricultural contracts and transactions such as farm and livestock leases, conventions, purchases, donations and property inventories.  A systematic and complete survey of these notarial documents gives, from year to year, the numerical progression of the animal in the regions of Quebec, Montreal and, occasionally, Trois Rivières.

	
	Quebec
	Montreal
	Trois Rivières

	1647
	  2
	
	

	1649
	  6
	
	

	1650
	  4
	
	

	1651
	
	  2
	

	1653
	  4
	
	

	1655
	  4
	
	

	1657
	  2
	  4
	

	1658
	  4
	  4
	

	1659
	  2
	  2
	

	1660
	  2
	  2
	

	1661
	  2
	  2
	

	1662
	  2
	  2
	

	1663
	  2
	
	

	1664
	  4
	
	

	1665
	  4
	
	

	1666
	  8
	
	

	1667
	  2
	14
	

	1668
	  9
	  7
	

	1669
	15
	  6
	

	1670
	10
	
	

	1671
	18
	
	

	1672
	  5
	11
	

	1673
	  4
	24
	

	1674
	  6
	17
	

	1675
	
	14
	

	1676
	  2
	17
	

	1677
	12
	22
	

	1678
	13
	  9
	

	1679
	  9
	  7
	

	1680
	14
	  2
	

	1681
	  4
	  2
	

	1682
	  9
	13
	

	1683
	  7
	  7
	

	1684
	  5
	16
	

	1685
	  5
	32
	

	1686
	21
	  9
	

	1687
	
	16
	16

	1688
	  5
	60
	

	1689
	  2
	39
	

	1690
	
	43
	

	1691
	
	24
	

	1692
	
	20
	

	1693
	  6
	54
	

	1694
	  4
	26
	

	1695
	
	28
	

	1696
	  2
	20
	

	1697
	  1
	17
	

	1698
	10
	41
	

	1699
	
	50
	

	1700
	  3
	58
	


For the eighteenth century, the data apply only to the Montreal area.

	
	[Quebec]
	Montreal
	Trois Rivières

	1701
	  8
	
	

	1702
	18
	
	

	1703
	22
	
	

	1704
	11
	
	

	1705
	13
	
	

	1706
	
	10
	

	1708
	
	  8
	

	1709
	
	  6
	

	1710
	
	  8
	

	1711
	
	  2
	

	1712
	
	  4
	

	1713
	
	12
	

	1714
	
	16
	

	1715
	
	13
	

	1716
	
	  4
	

	1717
	
	  6
	

	1718
	
	  4
	

	1719
	
	  4
	

	1720
	
	  4
	

	1721
	
	  6
	

	1722
	
	21
	

	1723
	
	  6
	

	1724
	
	25
	

	1725
	
	  8
	

	1726
	
	18
	

	1727
	
	  8
	

	1728
	
	14
	

	1729
	
	17
	

	1730
	
	20
	

	1731
	
	16
	

	1732
	
	26
	

	1733
	
	15
	

	1734
	
	22
	

	1735
	
	28
	

	1736
	
	22
	

	1737
	
	23
	

	1738
	
	32
	

	1739
	
	  4
	

	1740
	
	  2
	

	1741
	
	12
	

	1742
	
	  4
	

	1744
	
	20
	

	1745
	
	13
	

	1746
	
	14
	

	1747
	
	  6
	

	1748
	
	  8
	

	1749
	
	  8
	14

	1750
	
	14
	

	1751
	
	 8
	

	1752
	
	  8
	

	1753
	
	16
	

	1754
	
	34
	

	1755
	
	22
	

	1756
	
	18
	

	1757
	
	21
	

	1758
	
	17
	

	1759
	
	16
	

	1760
	
	12
	


Plow oxen were relatively more numerous in the Montreal area than around Quebec.  The latter table confirms what has been said, namely that it was not until the later decades of the seventeenth century that the ox truly became a part of the family farm.  The numerical progression of plow oxen was not always constant; its ups and downs usually corresponded to  periods of economic recession.

In 1651, New France had 6,657 bovines.
  There were 2,665 in Quebec, 1,019 in Montreal and 633 in Trois Rivières.  Given the total population of the country, we arrive at an average of 1.36 oxen per inhabitant.  Subsequently, it becomes difficult to determine the exact number of bovines in the colony, although censuses are not lacking: they were carried out in 1685, 1688, 1692, 1695, 1698, 1706, 1719, 1720, 1721, 1734, 1739 and 1754.  But each time, plow oxen and dairy cattle came under the same heading of "horned cattle".  It was not until 1765, when the first inventory of the country under the English regime was carried out, that the number of plow oxen, parish by parish, became known.  The parish of Les Éboulements was by far the least well-stocked, with only two bovines for twenty-six families.  However, that was the exception.  But except for about fifteen parishes, the number of plow oxen was everywhere less than two per inhabitant.  The number had been more or less the same for decades.  Such an average is not, however, absolute, since the census taker grouped inhabitants, artisans and rentiers under the same heading.  If we count only the inhabitants, the number of bovines rises to about two per farm.  Each inhabitant, then, had the pair of oxen which were indispensable for farm work.  The following is the census of 1765.
 

	Parish
	Habitations
	Bovines
	Average

	North shore of the St Lawrence
	
	
	

	Île aux Coudres
	  40
	  46
	1.15

	Baie St Paul
	  81
	  98
	1.2  

	Petite Rivière
	  24
	  22
	0.9  

	St Joachim
	  63
	202
	3.2  

	St Féréol
	  23
	  30
	1.3  

	Ste Anne
	  61
	  83
	1.5  

	Château Richer
	  85
	  67
	0.8  

	L'Ange Gardien
	  61
	107
	1.75

	Beauport
	147
	265
	1.7  

	Charlesbourg
	208
	600
	3    

	Rivière St Charles
	  37
	  84
	2.3  

	Sainte Foy
	  63
	110
	1.9  

	Ancienne Lorette
	170
	236
	1.4  

	St Augustin
	149
	194
	1.3  

	Pointe aux Trembles
	110
	178
	1.6  

	Écureuils
	  54
	  64
	1.2  

	Cap Santé
	131
	133
	1    

	Deschambault
	  74
	  92
	1.25

	Grondines
	  42
	  28
	0.7  

	Ste Anne de la Pérade
	102
	154
	1.5  

	Batiscan
	125
	110
	0.9  

	Champlain
	  42
	  49
	1.2  

	St Maurice
	  55
	  29
	0.5  

	Cap de la Madeleine
	  29
	  15
	0.5  

	Trois Rivières
	118
	111
	0.9  

	Pointe du Lac
	  32
	  32
	1    

	Yamachiche
	134
	163
	1.2  

	Maskinongé
	  67
	  48
	0.7  

	Berthier
	114
	111
	1    

	Petite Rivière de Berthier
	  78
	  41
	0.5  

	Île Dupas
	  30
	  18
	0.5  

	D'Autray
	  62
	  18
	0.3  

	Lanoraie
	  40
	  41
	1    

	Lavaltrie
	  61
	  46
	0.75

	St Sulpice
	109
	153
	1.4  

	Repentigny
	135
	184
	1.35

	St Pierre du Portage
	215
	193
	1.1  

	Lachenaie
	  77
	187
	2.4  

	Mascouche
	104
	130
	1.25

	Terrebonne
	  95
	103
	1.1  

	Ste Rose
	173
	222
	1.4  

	St François de Sales
	  39
	105
	2.7  

	St Vincent de Paul
	226
	357
	1.6  

	Sault au Recollet
	  59
	171
	3    

	Pointe aux Trembles (Montreal)
	  94
	160
	1.7  

	Longue Pointe
	  71
	138
	2    

	St Laurent
	151
	298
	2    

	Lachine
	  75
	144
	2    

	Pointe Claire
	145
	322
	2.25

	Ste Geneviève
	163
	205
	1.3  

	Vaudreuil
	  83
	  70
	0.84

	Ste Anne du Bout de l'Île
	  64
	  92
	1.4  

	Île Perrot
	  59
	  94
	1.6  

	Les Cèdres
	  55
	  74
	1.3  

	
	
	
	

	South shore of the St Lawrence
	
	
	

	Laprairie
	  70
	101
	1.45

	Longueuil
	124
	200
	1.6  

	Boucherville
	161
	198
	1.2  

	Varennes
	199
	235
	1.18

	Verchères
	174
	282
	1.6  

	Contrecoeur
	  56
	  80
	1.4  

	St Ours
	152
	155
	0.9  

	Sorel
	329
	154
	0.9  

	Chambly
	  98
	142
	1.45

	St Denis
	  58
	124
	2.2  

	St Antoine
	  54
	134
	2.5  

	St Charles
	  87
	137
	1.55

	Yamaska
	  99
	  62
	0.65

	Nicolet
	101
	  59
	0.5  

	St François du Lac
	  72
	  58 
	0.8  

	Baie St Antoine
	  89
	  94
	1    

	Bécancour
	  62
	  51
	0.85

	Gentilly
	  34
	  29
	0.9  

	St Pierre les Becquets
	  43
	32
	0.8  

	Deschaillons
	  30
	  26
	0.9  

	Lotbinière
	  72
	100
	1.4  

	Ste Croix
	  66
	  83
	1.28

	St Antoine
	  99
	115
	1.18

	St Nicolas
	  74
	101
	1.38

	Lévis
	145
	140
	1    

	St Henri
	  66
	  49
	0.75

	St Joseph de Beauce
	  88
	  80
	0.9  

	Ste Marie de Beauce
	  68
	  53
	0.8  

	Beaumont
	  70
	  90
	1.3  

	St Charles
	197
	132
	0.7  

	St Michel
	155
	184
	1.2  

	Île d'Orléans:

   St Pierre

   St Laurent

   St Jean

   Sainte Famille

   St François
	  72

  77

  80

  78

  58
	152

134

113

157

121
	2.1  

1.8  

1.4  

2    

2.1  

	St Vallier
	122
	176
	1.45

	Berthier en bas
	  63
	  83
	1.3  

	St François du Sud
	102
	110
	1.1  

	St Pierre du Sud
	  85
	112
	1.2  

	St Thomas
	178
	172
	1    

	Cap St Ignace
	  99
	105
	1.06

	L'Islet
	103
	114
	1.1  

	St Jean Port Joli
	  68
	  48
	0.7  

	St Roch des Aulnaies
	  83
	  93
	1.1  

	Ste Anne de la Pocatière
	107
	  57
	0.5  

	Rivière Ouelle
	129
	109
	0.9  

	Kamouraska
	148
	  75
	0.65

	Rivière du Loup
	  15
	  15
	1    


What are the characteristics of a good plow ox?  Rozier summarized them in the following terms, in the late eighteenth century:

An ox fit for work must have a short, thick head; large, hairy, smooth ears; strong, shiny horns of moderate size; a wide forehead; large, black eyes; a brawny neck; thick, broad, fleshy shoulders; a dewlap hanging down to the knees; extended sides; wide, strong loins; a spacious, drooping belly; flanks proportionate to the size of the belly; long hips; a thick, round rump; thick, fleshy and muscular legs and thighs; a firm foot; a short, wide hoof; it must be docile; obedient to the voice; with a shiny, soft, thick coat; of a good size; and between five and ten years old.

The manuscripts and printed records tell us nothing about the breed of oxen used for plowing in New France.  But they have much to say about the color, which is often mentioned in agricultural contracts such as livestock leases and sales, plowing agreements, donations and inventories.  Red dominated from the middle of the seventeenth to the middle of the eighteenth century, except in the last quarter of the seventeenth century, when as many black oxen as red were recorded.  In the decades following, red oxen gradually became more numerous than black again, outstripping animals of all other colors by the second quarter of the eighteenth century.  Kalm confirmed this when he spent time in Quebec in 1749.  He saw cows there similar to those of Sweden, most of them being red or black.
   By numerical order, the brown and white-spotted oxen come next.  White and chestnut trail behind.  A systematic study of the notarial archives reveals the colors of cattle for the four periods from 1649 to 1754.

	
	1647-1680
	1681-1700
	1701-1726
	1727-1754
	Totals

	Striped
	
	  
	  2
	  1
	  2

	White
	  5
	19
	  1
	  4
	29

	Brown
	20
	39
	22
	52
	133 

	White-spotted
	22
	26
	  9
	25
	82

	Ash-colored
	
	
	
	  1
	 1

	Chestnut
	  6
	11
	  4
	  3
	24

	Gray
	
	  3
	
	
	  3

	Yellow
	
	  1
	
	
	  1

	Lunet

	  1
	
	
	
	  1

	Black
	24
	69
	24
	56
	173 

	Red
	54
	69
	27
	89
	239 

	Speckled
	  6
	  1
	  2
	
	  9


Frequency of colors:

Red



239

Black



173

Brown 


133

White-spotted


82

White



29

Chestnut


24

Speckled


9

Striped


3

Gray



3

Yellow


1

Lunet



1

Livestock had their own popular names, generally drawn from the French countryside.  Names are occasionally given in notarial documents (which were detailed), along with the color of the animal.  The plow ox did not escape this fashion.  A black-coated ox was usually called Taupin.
  Another French custom consisted in giving the animal of its former owner.  According to the agricultural contracts, the usual names of plow oxen were the following:

Bouquet




Landeau

Boisjoly




Lunet

Briet






Moret

Brunet




Purottin

Camir





Ravari

Camut





Robin

Charti





Rouget

Chatin





Taupin

Gaudin




Vaillant

Joli





Vermeil

In New France, livestock - particularly plow oxen - were given names at an early date.  On 10 April 1673, Simon Cailloux and Jean Ballet,
 of Montreal, did an assessment of the animals of Sieur Boucher.  These included "two young oxen, one with a red coat, and the other with a black coat, named Rouget and Taupin, assessed at the sum of three hundred livres; and two other oxen with white-spotted coats, named Purottin and Ravary, ten years old or thereabouts, assessed at the sum of two hundred livres."
  Two years later, on 16 April 1675, André Charly
 and Pierre Lorrin
 agreed on the rental of a piece of land on the Coteau St Louis in Montreal.  According to this agreement, initialled in the house of Migeon de Branssat, a lawyer and fiscal procurer, the lessee was to return the ox called Topin to the lessor as soon as the sowing for the current year was completed.
  Later, in May 1688, the Hospital Sisters of Montreal had "an ox named Joly"
 which was assessed at the sum of eighty-five livres before it was turned over to the tenant farmer La Loire.  On 14 October of the same year, the same nuns rented their farm to Robillard.  In addition to the "ox named Joly", there was also mention of "a brown-coated ox named Robin"
 valued at sixty-five livres.  In March 1689, the Montreal farmers Petit
 and Langevin
 rented "an ox with a wine-brown coat and a white mark on the forehead, nine years old, named Lunet, from today until the tenth of June next."
  This "wine-brown" bovine was named lunet.  This confirms the opinion expressed on the subject, i.e. that the name Lunet comes from lunel, a muscatel wine whose color was similar to that of the animal.  Down to the end of the eighteenth century, notarial prose recorded the names given to farm animals, particularly plow oxen.

As for the price of a yoke of oxen, everything depended, of course, on the condition and age of the animals, and the time of year when the transaction was carried out.  In any event, the price was high in comparison to what one paid for a house, a barn or a plow.  Thanks to farm inventories, we know what a pair of oxen usually cost in the last few decades of the eighteenth century.  In the autumn of 1678, the family of Louis Couillard, of Quebec, had "two oxen going on three years of age, one of which has trouble with two legs".
  Despite this infirmity, the animals were nevertheless assessed at the sum of ninety livres.  On 18 February of the next year, the red-coated ox of Michel Isabel,
 an inhabitant of Château Richer, was worth eighty livres.
  Again in Quebec, in February 1679, an assessor went to the Leblond
 farm to assess "two working oxen with red coats speckled with white"
 at the sum of one hundred eighty livres.  Two weeks later, the same assessor went to the farm of Jacques Paradis,
 where "two working oxen with red coats, one of them speckled with white, five years old or thereabouts"
 were assessed at one hundred thirty-five livres.  The next autumn, the assessed value of one hundred fifty livres
 was set on the two oxen found in the stable of the Hamel family,
 in Lotbinière.  Around the same time, one Jacques Le Sot
 owned "two oxen with red coats" assessed at two hundred livres.
   Finally, in November 1680, Louis Provost,
 of Quebec, had two black-coated oxen three years old which were worth one hundred livres.

The market value of plow oxen subsequently increased, reaching some two hundred livres per yoke in the mid-seventeenth century.  At the same time, a house was usually worth two or three hundred livres.  A barn could be constructed for a little less, while a wheel-type plow could be obtained for about seventy-five to eighty livres.  Given the purchasing power of people and the cost of living at the time, purchasing a yoke of oxen was just as expensive as purchasing a tractor today.

For information on the purchase and transfer of plow oxen, we can turn to the records of the notaries of the time, in which livestock purchases and sales were routine transactions.  To pay his debt, an ox purchaser agreed to plow the vendor's field.  For example, on 24 May 1660,
 Urbain Tessier,
 of Montreal, gave a receipt to Jacques Beauvais
 "for the purchase of on ox which he undertook to pay for by several days of plowing."
  Similarly, in Quebec, on 7 April 1662, Romain de Trépagny
 promised "to pay Sieur Francoys Bellanger,
 on the next ship coming to this county, the sum of three hundred livres for sale and delivery of two oxen."
  Or again, in Montreal, on 8 October 1673, Jean Leduc
 and Michel André dit Saint-Michel
 agreed on the sale of "an ox with a brown coat, seven to eight years old or thereabouts, with its sledge, shafts and yoke, without chains or straps".
  The last detail indicates the animal was harnessed under a horn yoke.  In April 1680, another inhabitant of Montreal, Honoré Dasny,
 "acknowledges and confesses having sold and delivered an ox five years old to the said Thibaudeau and promises to give and provide, for the value of the said ox, for three years consecutively, starting at the next sowing season, four days of plowing with four oxen."
  A purchaser of oxen did not pay his debt only in days of work, but also in bales of furs, as happened in the Trois Rivières area.  In November 1680, Jean Duvernay,
 an inhabitant of Batiscan, owed Jacques Babie,
 of Champlain, "the sum of two hundred livres for the sale of a pair of oxen done this day... [the oxen being] each about seven years old, with black, red and white-spotted coats [          ] for the said sum of two hundred livres which the said debtor... promises to pay the said creditor in good furs current on the day and feast of St Michael next, delivered to his house in the said Champlain."
  Two years later, in mid-March 1682, another inhabitant of Champlain, Pierre Junio,
 sold "a pair of oxen about eight years old, with red and chestnut coats"
 for the sum of one hundred twenty livres.  The purchaser was none other than Sieur Saint-Romain, a merchant of the place.  In the winter of 1683, Marin Marrier dit Labarre, of Rivière du Loup,
 conveyed a "pair of oxen with black coats, about five years old"
 to Sieur Jean Crevier,
 the seigneur of St François.
  Sales of bovines were routine in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  In mid-May 1737, for example, Jacques Bouchet dit Saint-Amour sold to his son "two draft oxen about seven years old and two item going on four years."

Some people did not have the means to purchase the plow oxen which were indispensable for working the soil.  If they could not buy them, they rented them.  According to the consecrated formula, any lessee would look after the animals "as a good householder and father."
  This meant that he was responsible for the animal's good health.  Such an arrangement, however, was not too expensive for the inhabitant, who often paid the rent for the animals with the fruits of the soil, or by providing days of work.  In mid-September 1678, Jean Jalot,
 a surgeon of Champlain, rented "a pair of oxen, the one with a red coat and the other with a black coat, about eight to nine years old."
  The lessee, Pierre Dencouniers, was to feed and house the animals "as a good father", and return them to the owner at the Feast of All Saints the next year.  The annual rent was set at ten minots of wheat, payable at the feast of St Martin.  In the event of death of either or both of the oxen, Dencouniers was to pay Dr Jalot the sum of fifty livres.  Similarly, in February 1679, Saint-Romain rented "a pair of oxen, one with a red coat and the other with a brown coat, about five years old"
 to Roy and Lévesque, who undertook to pay two hundred livres for each animal that should die during the term of the lease.  In October of the same year, a tenant of Champlain by the name of Brisset
 rented "a pair of oxen, five to six years old each, with brown and black coats".
  The lessee, Jean Lariou dit Lafontaine,
 undertook to deliver ten minots of wheat annually to the house of the lessor at Champlain, on the on the day of the winter feast of St Martin.  The next month, another inhabitant of the place, Noël Carpentier,
 rented "a pair of oxen, one with a red coat and the other with a black coat, about nine years old."
  The team belonged to Madame des Groseillers.
  In addition to the usual ten minots of wheat, payable at the feast of Christmas, the lessee "promises and undertakes to haul to the said lessor, to his house, situate in the said Champlain, adjoining Monsieur de la Touche, seigneur of the said place, and Monsieur de Saint-Romain, the quantity of twenty cordes of firewood, which the said lessor will cause to the cut on the concessions of his most distant neighbors, five to six arpents from his said house, which wood the said lessee will be bound to haul to the said lessor when requested by him to do so; and if the lessee wishes to haul with two oxen, the said lessor will provide him with a man to help him."
  This is an interesting detail: horses and oxen were not driven in the same way: the former were controlled by the bit, while the latter were urged on by the goad.  A team of two plow oxen requires the presence of two men, one at the handles of the plow, the other wielded the goad.

If there were two lessees, they were jointly required to compensate the owner if the oxen died.  On 25 June 1697, the Montreal wheelwright Charles Brazeau went to the notary Basset to make the following declaration:

... last autumn, he purchased from Sieur Louis le Comte Dupré, a merchant citizen of this town, two plow oxen for the price agreed to by both, for which oxen he at the same time gave half to his brother Nicolas Brazeau, also a wheelwright; one of these oxen, for which they together paid the said Sieur Dupré, had died, and the remaining one of the two oxen remained in the possession and ownership of the said Charles Brazeau, provided that he pay the said Sieur Dupré for it.

Severe sanctions were imposed on those who mistreated plow oxen.  On 11 July 1667, Lafleur, of Nantes, was brought before the bailliage court of Montreal on a charge of having beaten animals in his field.  Lafleur was not, however, too brutal, since he had been content to run "after the animals, to strike them, beating those he could reach with his rule."
  Others showed more roughness.  For example, on 13 December 1684, Joseph Chevalier
 appeared before the same court after giving "an ax blow to an ox"
 belonging to Antoine Renaud.

The plow or draft ox, so indispensable to farming operations, was naturally not forgotten when a farm was rented.  In Quebec, on 8 October 1660, Claude Le Tardif
 rented a piece of land belonging to Claude Poulin
 and Abel Benoist.
  All parties agreed that the lessee should have "oxen for whatever he has to do outside the plowing and haymaking seasons."
  This demonstrates that a team of oxen was used for work other than plowing.  And in Montreal, around mid-March 1676, Honoré Dasny rented the land of François-Marie Perrot.
  The lessee could make us of "five plow oxen, namely Rouget, Vermeil, Gaudin, Cammir and Taupin, not including Brunet, which belongs to Monsieur le Gouverneur."
  These poetic old names put us right back in the countryside of la doulce France.  A few years later, in December 1679, Jean Arcouet,
 an inhabitant of Champlain, near Trois Rivières, rented the farm of one Lepellé.
  The lessee also had access to agricultural implements and a plow ox.
  Finally, in early January 1755, Louis and Amable Bougret, two inhabitants of Chambly, agreed on the rental of a piece of land and "four plow oxen."

We know how a plow ox was purchased.  Now let us see how it was given, conveyed or transferred from one person to another.  Such conveyances were commonly done by marriage contract.  The ox team was a major contribution to the roulant of any young farm family.  For that reason, a father would sometimes done them to a son who was going to marry.  On 15 September 1661, two Quebeckers, Jean Galleran and Marie Leclerc, went to the office of the notary Auber to initial their marriage conventions.  At that time, the Gallerans conveyed to their son "an ox with a red coat, ready to work".
  Other relatives were as generous as they were practical.  Thus they would arrive at accommodations such as the following: on 29 June 1696, Louis Laporte and Marie-Madeline Masseau,
 of Montreal, decided to join their destinies before God and man.  At the signing of the marriage contract, it was said that the father and mother of the groom "promise their oxen for plowing the land of the said Louis, their son, in exchange for him plowing theirs."

Plow oxen were also transmitted by donation.  When they had grown old, fathers or mothers would decide to "give themselves" to a son, son-in-law, or daughter - and the roulant
 or stock usually included the draft animals.  This is a very old custom.  When in July 1699 André Demers
 and his wife, Marie Chefdeville, "gave" themselves to their sons André, Charles and Robert, the agreement covered not only the farm but also "two oxen, one with a red coat, and the other, about eleven years old."
  This mode of conveyance was noted down to relatively recent times: for example, on 5 October 1853, one Doyon conveyed his two properties to his son in exchange for a pension for life.  Mention is made of "seven and one-half pair of oxen, or fifteen oxen, including seven pair of plow oxen."
  Finally, some people reserved the services of a team of oxen when signing a work contract.  For example, in early October 1677, two carpenters from Champlain, Jacques Mausseau
 and Jean Mandeville
, undertook to saw a thousand boards for Sieur Saint-Romain.  In return, their client promised to "lend them oxen to gather up their pine together when they have squared it in the pine woods or elsewhere."
  Another common custom was to perform certain farm work, in return for which one had a plow ox freely available.  In 1703, Claude Caron
 declared that he was required to give Perrineau
 several "days of plowing he owes him for sowing all his land for three years for an ox he purchased from him, hereinbefore assessed, and as he completes the said days of plowing for the said Perrineau."

The Treaty of Paris and all the political upheavals which followed did not result in great changes in the farming usages and customs of the inhabitant.  The ox remained his preferred plow animal for long decades thereafter.  It was not replaced by the horse until the nineteenth century.
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Concerning the point of going up a slope, some draft oxen, it appears, had the bad habit of lying down in the shafts, on the ground, firmly refusing to go any farther.  Neither gentleness nor threats could make them get up.  However, the drivers proved to be more clever than the oxen: one of these was Ephrem Dessureault, of Ste Geneviève de Batiscan, the maternal grandfather of Clément Marchand, the great poet of the countryside.  Ephrem would place a handful of straw under the flank of the recalcitrant ox, and then had only to set fire to it to make the animal get up and continue one its way without making any further trouble (communicated by Clément Marchand, Trois Rivières, March 1976).
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     �	Louis Blanchard was the son of Pierre and Marie Bugeau, of Narsillac, bishopric of Saintes.  He married Gabriel d'Anneville, of Saint-Eustache de Paris, in Quebec on 27 July 1665.


     �	René Réaume was the son of Jean and Marie Chevalier, of Notre Dame de Cogne, bishopric of La Rochelle.  He married Marie Chevreau, the daughter of François and Antoinette Jalée, of Saint-Valérien, bishopric of Chartres, in Quebec on 29 October 1665.  René Réaume was buried at Quebec on 31 October 1722.
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     �	This type of harness was in use in Charlevoix until relatively recent times.  Communicated by Joseph Gagnon, Cap au Corbeau, Baie St Paul, September 1964.
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     �	Abel Turcault was a native of Moulieron, bishopric of Maillezais, in Poitou.  He married Marie Girou, of Latremblette, bishopric of La Rochelle, in Château Richer on 27 November 1662.


     �	"Which is of chestnut color, more or less light or dark.  Bay horse, bay mare, light bay, chestnut-bay, golden-bay, bay-brown, dapple-bay." (Cf Richelet, op. cit., I, 54).
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     �	Pierre Hablin was the son of François and Jeanne Barbier.  François Hablin was the son of Mathurin and Suzanne Crolet, of Bignay, diocese of Saintes.  On 22 October 1713, in Montreal, Pierre Hablin married Barbe Baudry, the daughter of Toussaint (son of Louis and Vincent Godé, of Saint-Jean de Veler, bishopric of La Rochelle) and Barbe Barbier.  Barbe Baudry was buried in Montreal on 4 August 1744.  On 3 July 1747, in Pointe Claire, Pierre Hablin took as his second wife Charlotte Maillet, the widow of Louis Fortier.
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     �	Guillaume Hébert was the son of Louis and Marie Rollet.  He married Hélène Desportes.  The marriage was celebrated in Quebec on 1 October 1634.  Guillaume Hébert was the brother of Guillemette, who married Guillaume Couillard in Quebec on 26 August 1621.


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Martial Piraube, 28.  du 15ième de juillet 1641.  Vente de boeufs de la succession de Guillaume Hébert.
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     �	Could the scribe have written lunel instead of lunet? It is plausible.  Lunel designates a highly esteemed muscatel wine made in the town of the same name in Languedoc (cf Bescherelle, Dictionnaire national de la langue française (op. cit.), II, 404).  Could the above-mentioned bovine have been given this name because the color of its  coat resembled that of the famous wine?


     �	In Aunis and Saintonge, the name "Taupin" was frequently given to oxen, especially those with a black coat (Georges Musset, Glossaire des patois et des parlers de l'Aunis et de la Saintonge, La Rochelle, 1929-1948, 6 vol., V, 113).


     �	No doubt means brichet.  In the popular speech of Aunis and Saintonge, this word means an ox with a gray coat verging on red (Cf Musset, op. cit., I, 497).


     �	Means a black-coated ox (Cf Musset, op. cit., III, 516; François Rabelais, Oeuvres, Paris, Louis Janet, Librairie, MDCCCXXIII, 3 vol., III, 298; H. Beauchet-Filleau, Essai sur le patois poitevin, Geneva, 1970, p. 177; and R. Mineou et L. Racinoux, Vieux parlers de la Vienne, Poitiers, 1975, p. 258).


     �	Red ox (Cf Musset, op. cit., IV, 420).


     �	Jean Blachet dit Lachaussé was the son of Jean and Étiennette Reneau, of Saint-Jean de Folleville, in Normandy.  In June 1660, in Quebec, he married Madeleine Beaudoin, the daughter of Jacques and Madeleine Richon, of Courcival, bishopric of Le Mans.  Having become a widower the next year, he remarried in Trois Rivières on 30 January 1663; his second wife was Marie Boyer, the daughter of Pierre and Catherine Vinet, of Saint-Nicholas, bishopric of La Rochelle.  Jean Bellet was buried in Boucherville on 3 October 1696.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Thomas Frérot. 108.  du dxiie davril ghic Soixante treize.  Inventaire & estimation par Simeon Cailloux et jean Belet de plusieurs animaux pour srsr Boucher Contre claude Hanneray.


     �	André Charly dit Saint-Ange was the son of Nicolas and Margerite Courtaut, of Saint-Gervais de Paris.  On 9 November 1654, in Montreal, he married Marie Dumesnil, of La Flèche.  André Charly was buried in Montreal on 6 February 1688.


     �	Pierre Lorrin was a native of Sainte-Radigonde, in the city of Poitiers, in Poitou.  He arrived in Quebec in the autumn of 1656, having made the crossing aboard the Lys.  The husband of Françoise Haulin, he took as his second wife Françoise Du Verdier, whom he married in Montreal on 20 October 1659.  Pierre Lorrin was buried in Montreal on 22 October 1658 (sic).


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Bénigne Basset, 1113.  16 avril 1675.  Accord entre André Charly et Pierre Lorrin.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 1044.  16 may 1688.  Inventaire desmeub' utancilles (sic) & bestiaux remis ez mains de La loire & sa femme par Les Dames Religieuses hospitalierres de Montréal.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 1337.  14 8bre 1688.  Bail a ferme fait par Les Dames hospitalierres, A Robillard & sa femme pour 7 ans avec LInre & Estimaon Ensuite des meub' & c.


     �	Probably Jean Petit dit Boismorel, son of Christophe and Madeleine Lefranc, of Saint-Léger, bishopric of Arras.  On 10 January 1678, in Montreal, he married Marie Bailly.


     �	Mathurin Langevin dit Lacroix was the son of Mathurin and Marguerite Mabé, of Lude, in the city of Angers, in Anjou.  In Quebec, on 5 October 1654, he married Marie Renault, the daughter of Mathieu and Marie Courtois, of Saint-Paul, bishopric of Orléans.  Marie Renault was buried in Montreal on 27 October 1673.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 2968.  6 mars 1689.  Bail DUn boeuf fait par le sr petit a Langevin dit Le petit L'a Croix.


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Romain Becquet, 2018.  24 7bre 1678.  Inventaire des biens de Louis Couillard et Geneviève Despres.


     �	Michel Isabel was the son of Jean and Marie Adam, of Reux, bishopric of Lisieux.  He married Marie Bidon at Château Richer on 11 April 1673.


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Pierre Duquet, 462.  18 février 1679.  Inventaire de deffunct Michel Isabel.


     �	Nicholas Leblond was a native of Confians, bishopric of Rouen.  He married Marguerite Leclerc, of Saint-Rémi de Rouen, in Château Richer on 13 October 1661.


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Paul Vachon.  23 février 1679.  Inventaire de feu Nicolas Leblond et Marguerite Leclerc.


     �	Jacques Paradis was the son of Pierre and Barbe Guyon.  On 28 October 1668, in Quebec, he married Jeanne Millouer, the sister of Jehan, one of our first folk singers (Cf Quebec.  ANQ.  Inventaire d'une collection, JF.  25-1.  no 1.  Desposition de Jehan Millouer Serviteur de Monsieur de Repentig(ny) du 1eme decembre 1638).


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Paul Vachon.  10 mars 1679.  Inventaire de feu Jacques Paradis et Jeanne Françoise Millouer.


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Pierre Duquet, 474.  27 8bre 1679.  Inventaire des biens Meubles bestiaux tiltres Et enseignements appartenants a la Succession de deffunct Jean Hamel.


     �	Jean Hamel was the son of Jean and Marie Auvray.  He married Christine-Charlotte Gaudry.


     �	Jacques-François Le Sot had married Marthe Gagnon, in Château Richer, on 21 April 1665.  At the same place, on 28 October 1671, he remarried, taking as his second wife Anne Daillier, the daughter of Jacques and Timothé Dupré, of Notre-Dame du Plesis, bishopric of Noyon.


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Claude Auber, 428.  1679.  Inventaire des biens meubles et heritages de Jadques Le Sot et de feue Marthe Gagnon.


     �	Louis Provost was the son of Martin and Marie-Olivier Sylvestre Manitouabewich. This marriage, celebrated in Quebec on 3 November 1644, was the first between a Frenchman and an Amerindian woman.  The Provost family were from Montreuil, on the Bois de Vincennes.  On 21 February 1672, in Château Richer, Louis Provost married Françoise Gagnon.  Having been widowed, he remarried at the same place on 17 February 1681, taking Marguerite Careau as his second wife.  Louis Provost drowned accidentally in Beauport, where he was buried, on 27 May 1686.


     �	Quebec, ANQ.  Michel Fillion, 156.  7 9bre 1680.  Inventaire de la Succession de deffuncte françoiSe gaignon femme de Louis Provost.


     �	This was the very day Dollard and his companions were killed in the heroic battle of Long Sault.  Contrary to the claims of the official history, the Amerindian guerilla operations had not shaken the Montreal colony, at least to the extent that some people like to think.


     �	Urbain Tessier was a native of Château-des-Anion, bishopric of Angers.  On 28 September 1648, in Montreal, he married Marie Archambault, the daughter of Jacques and Françoise Toureau.  He was buried in Montreal on 21 March 1689.


     �	Jacques Beauvais was the son of Gabriel and Marie Crevier, of Saint-Martin d'Igé.  On 7 January 1654, in Montreal, he married Jeanne Soldé, the daughter of Martin and Julienne LePotier, of La Flèche, bishopric of Angers.  Jacques Beauvais was buried in Montreal on 20 March 1691.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Bénigne Basset, 156.  24 mai 1660.  Quictance généralle et Réciproque de Urbain tessier à jacque Beauvais.


     �	Romain de Trépagny was the son of Charles and Marie Maillet, of Muchedar, near Dieppe.  On 24 April 1656, in Quebec, he married Geneviève Drouin, the daughter of Robert and Anne Cloutier.  Robert Drouin, who settled in Château Richer, was a native of Le Pin, in the Perche region.  He was buried in Château Richer on 20 March 1702.  His wife was buried there also, on 4 October 1710.


     �	François Bélanger was a native of Touque, in Normandy.  He married Marie Guyon in Quebec, on 12 July 1637.


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Claude Auber, 111.  7 avril 1662.  Obligation de Romain de treSpagny au Sr francoys bellenger.


     �	Jean Leduc was the son of Jean and Cécile Le Chaperon, of Saint-Martin, bishopric of Igé.  On 11 November 1652, in Montreal, he married Marie Soulinié, the daughter of Élie and Marie Fouber.  Jean Leduc was buried in Montreal on 19 April 1702.


     �	Michel André dit Saint-Michel was the son of Richard and Jeanne Poirier, of La Combe, bishopric of Bayeux.  On 8 June 1663, in Montreal, he married Françoise Nadreau, the widow of Michel Louvrard, of Bayeux, in Normandy.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Bénigne Basset, 961.  8 Octobre 1673.  Vente d'Un boeuf par Lean le Duc A Michel André dit St-Michel.


     �	Honoré Dasny dit Tourangeau, master carpenter, was the son of Martin and Marguerite Bruay, of Notre-Dame de Saintes.  On 21 June 1688, in Lachine, he married Marie Bidard, the daughter of Guillaume and Catherine Mochet, of Saint-Pierre d'Alençon, bishopric of Le Mans.  She died in Lachine on 17 June 1664.  Honory Dasny remarried in Montreal, on 20 March 1666, taking as his second wife Perrine de la Pierre, the daughter of Pierre and Claude Leclerc, of Saint-Léonard de Corbay, near Paris.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Claude Maugue, 228.  7 avril 1680.  Vente dun boeuf par honore dasny a Thibaudeau.


     �	Probably Jean Crevier dit Duvernay, the son of Christophe and Jeanne Enard, of Saint-Jean, bishopric of La Rochelle.  On 26 November 1663, in Trois Rivières, he married Marguerite Hertel.


     �	Jacques Babie, an officer of the Carignan Regiment (the company of Monsieur de Saint-Ours), was the son of Jean and Isabeau Robin, of Montéton, bishopric of Agens.  He married Jeanne Dandonneau, the daughter of Pierre and Françoise Jobin (of Bour, bishopric of Aubuis, and Le Pont de Sée, in Normandy, respectively).  Jacques Babie was buried in Champlain on 28 July 1688.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 513.  8 Xbre 1680.  Obligaon de 200 pour vante (sic) d'Un paire de boufs (sic) consentie A Mr Babie mart par le sr Duverné.


     �	Probably Pierre Joulneaux, the husband of Suzanne Rousseau.


     �	Montreal. ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 544.  18e mars 1682.  Vante (sic) d'Un paire de boeufz faicte par Junio A Mr St Romain mart pour 120".


     �	Rivière du Loup en Haut is now called Louiseville.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 633.  24e febvrier 1683.  vente dUne paire de boeufz par monsr. Crevier a la barre de la rivières du Loup.


     �	Jacques Hertel was the son of Nicholas and Johanne Ninrio, of the village of Fécamp, Pays de Caux. On 26 November 1663, in Trois Rivières, he married Marguerite Hertel, the daughter of Jacques and Marie Marguerite, the daughter of François and Marthe Romain, of Saint-Vincent de Rouen.


     �	On 20 August 1662, Governor de Lauzon granted the seigneury of Saint François to Pierre Boucher de Grosbois and Jeanne Crevier, his wife.  This fief was subsequently sold to Jean Boucher, on 23 July 1676 (Cf Inventaire des Concessions en fief et seigneurie (op. cit.), V, 115).


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  François Lepailleur, 1382.  17 mai 1737.  vente par Jacque bouchet dit St amour Et Sa femme a florent Bouchet leur fils.


     �	In France, the expression is also common in numerous agricultural contracts.


     �	Jean Jalot dit Des Groseillers, surgeon, was killed on 2 June 1690, during an encounter with Iroqois warriors, near the coulée of Jean Groux.  Nine of his companion perished with him.  They were hastily buried at the very scene of the fighting.  Their remains were subsequently exhumed and transferred to the cemetery of Pointe aux Trembles, Montreal, on 2 November 1691.  Jean Jalot had married Marie-Antoinette Chouard, the daughter of Médard (the famous coureur de bois and the companion of Pierre-Esprit Radisson) and Marguerite Hayet-Radisson.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 353.  18 septembre 1678.  Loyer des boeufs faict par le sr Jallot de pierre dencouniers.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 394.  20 février 1679.  Bail a Loyer dUn paire de boeufs fait par Mr de St. Romain au Sr Roy et l'Evesque.


     �	Probably Jacques Brisset, the husband of Jeanne Fortier.  This Jacques Brisset was buried in Champlain on 1 December 1701.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 448.  1er octobre 1679.  Bail dUne paire de boeufs faict par le sr briset a Jean Loriou dict la fontaine Le Gascon.


     �	Jean Lariou was the son of Jean and Jeanne Bousquet, of Saint-Pierre, bishopric of Condon.  On 16 April 1674, in Quebec, he married Catherine Mongeau, who was buried in Batiscan on 22 May 1719.  Jean Lariou preceded her to the grave, having been buried at the same place on 14 February 1715.


     �	The husband of Jeanne Toussaint, buried in Champlain on 17 December 1708.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 465.  16 novembre 1679.  Bail a Loyer d Une paire de boeufs fait par Jalot proeur de Madme des Groseillers a Noel Carpentier.


     �	The daughter of Sébatien Hayet-Radisson and Madeleine Héraut, natives of Saint-Malo.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 465.  16 novembre 1679.  Bail a Loyer d Une paire de boeufs fait par Jalot proeur de Madme des Groseillers a Noel Carpentier.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Bénigne Basset.  2403.  25 juin 1697.  Descharge de payment d'un boeuf par Charles Brazeau à Nicolas Brazeau son frère.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Registre du bailliage, année 1667, p. 287.


     �	Joseph Chevalier was the son of Jean and Madeleine L'heureux, of Saint-Jacques de Dieppe, in Normandy.  On 7 October 1670, in Montreal, he married Françoise Barton, the daughter of Jacques and Renée Pitre, of Saint-Michel, bishopric of Poitiers.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Registre du bailliage, année 1684.  Du 13 Xbre 1684, p. 300.


     �	On 3 November 1637, in Quebec, Olivier Le Tardif married Louise Couillard, the daughter of Guillaume and Guillette Hébert.  Guillaume Couillard was the first man to use a plow in New France.  Olivier Le Tardif was buried in Château Richer on 28 January 1665.


     �	The husband of Jeanne Mercier, Claude Poulin was buried in the church of Sainte-Anne (Beaupré) on 17 December 1687.


     �	Abel Benoist was a native of Luçon.  On 19 November 1665, in Château Richer, he married Marthe Pointel, of Tours.  Abel Benoist was buried at Sainte Famille, on the Île d'Orléans, on 4 December 1687.


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Guillaume Audouart, 102.  8 octobre 1650.  Bail à ferme par Claude Poulin et Abel Benoist avec Olivier Le Tardif.


     �	François-Marie Perrot, who was born about 1644, was a captain in the Auvergne Regiment when he married Madeleine Laguide Meynier, the niece of Intendant Talon.  Giving in to her uncle's demands, he resigned his rank to follow him to New France.  On 13 June 1669, Perrot was appointed governor of Montreal Island.  Actively involved in the clandestine fur trade, he gave his name to an island located near Montreal.  Le Jeune, R. P.-L., Dictionnaire général de biographie, histoire, littérature, agriculture, commerce, industrie etc., Ottawa, 1931, 2 vol., II, 431.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Bénigne Basset, 1269.  15 mars 1676.  Bail à ferme par Monsieur Perrot A honoré dasny Et perrine la pierre.


     �	Jean Arcouet dit Lajeunesse was the son of Pierre and Élisabeth Martin, of Saint-Pierre, Marenne.  On 16 November 1671, in Trois Rivières, he married Élisabeth Pépin, the daughter of Guillaume and Jeanne Mécnin, natives of Saint-Laurent de la Bavière, bishopric of Saintes.


     �	The husband of Jeanne Isabel, Jean Lepellé was buried in Champlain on 17 June 1708.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 470.  8 décembre 1679.  Bail à ferme et Loyer d Un boeuf par Lerellé à Jean Arcouet avec transport au Sr de St Romain.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  François Cherrier, 51.  25 janvier 1755.  Bail à ferme de la Terre du Sieur Louis Bougret dit Dufort à Amable Bougret.


     �	Quebec.  ANQ.  Claude Auber, 89.  15 7bre 1661.  Contrat de Mariage de Jean Galleran boucher & de Marie le Clerc.


     �	Marie-Madelaine Masseau was buried in Repentigny on 9 July 1713.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Claude Maugue, 2998.  29 juin 1696.  Mariage de Louis La porte avec Marie Magdelaine Masseau.


     �	In Quebec speech, roulant (stock) means livestock, wagons, tilling equipment, in a word, everything necessary for working the farm.


     �	André Demers was the son of Jean and Barbe Maugis, of Saint-Jacques, Dieppe.  On 7 January 1654, in Montreal, he married Marie Chefdeville.  André Demers was buried in Pointe aux Trembles de Québec on 23 November 1710.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Antoine Adhémar, 4772.  24 Juillet 1699.  Pension (sic) par demers freres a demers & Chefdeville Leurs pere & mere.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Caius Arcand.  5 octobre 1853.  donnation par Augustin Doyon et Marie-Anne Doyon.


     �	Jacques Mousseau was the son of Nicolas and Jacqueline Jannot.  He married Marguerite Sauviot, the daughter of Jean (from La Rochelle) and Louise Brodeur.


     �	The husband of Françoise Mousseau, Jean Mandeville was buried in Île Dupas on 13 August 1704.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 306.  4 octobre 1677.  Marché de Mil planches que Mousseau & Mandeville promettent de faire a Mr St Romain.


     �	Claude Caron and his wife, Madeleine Varennes, were both natives of Saint-Jean, bishopric of Clermont.


     �	Jacques Perrineau dit Lamarche, master mason, was the son of Pierre and Élisabeth Pallier, of Saint-Bonet, bishopric of Limoges, Pays de la Marche.  On 25 February 1686, in Pointe aux Trembles de Montréal, he married Marie Lert, who was buried at the same place on 2 November 1687.  Perrineau remarried in Boucherville, on 4 October 1688, taking as his second wife Noelle Viger, the widow of Joseph Leduc.


     �	Montreal.  ANQ.  Anthoine Adhémar, 6596.  26e 8b' 1703.  Inventaire des biens de Claude Caron & dElisabeth sa deffunte femme.





