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THE FRENCH FISHERY IN NORTH AMERICA

IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

Jean-François Brière

Although they were not the first Europeans to touch Newfoundland, the French followed close behind the English and Portuguese in exploiting the extraordinary cod resources of the northwest Atlantic.  The first departures for the Newfoundland fishery for the Breton fleets dates back to 1508 (one ship from Bréhat), for the Basque fleets to 1512 and for the Norman fleets to 1524.  The precipitateness with which Western Europeans exploited the cod resources of Newfound seems to have responded to a latent need of the Western European economy in the early sixteenth century.  The resources of North America, contrary to those of South America, were first of all those of the sea, and exploitation of them did not lead directly to colonization.  The fishery, indeed, was subject to a pattern of repetition, of regular returning to the same known locations along the costs; it gave no incentive for exploration.

Two types of fishing were practiced as early as the sixteenth century.  The green-cod fishery was carried on offshore, on the banks, the fishing being simply salted on board and immediately taken back to Europe for sale.  The dry-cod fishery was practiced from the shore, in chaloupes; the fish was salted and dried on the spot, then transported to the Atlantic or Mediterranean regions of southern Europe.  Dry cod better withstood the heat and kept better; for that reason, it very early became a major article of export from the cold countries to the Mediterranean and subtropical ones: Italy, Provence, the Iberian Peninsula and, later, the West Indies.  The French practiced both types of fishing until the nineteenth century: green cod was sold north of the Loire, dry cod south of the Loire.  On the other hand, the English, whose domestic market remained small, in the second half of the sixteenth century became great exporters of dry cod to the richer and more heavily populated countries of southern Europe: France, Portugal, Spain and Italy.

Notable changes appeared in the Newfoundland fishery in the course of the seventeenth century.  After the rapid decline of the Spanish and Portuguese fisheries, a de facto Franco-English monopoly, which was given concrete expression by the permanent settlement of small colonies of fishermen on the eastern and southern coasts of Newfoundland, around St John's (English) and Plaisance (French).  Numerically and economically weak, these colonies did not threaten the fishing vessels arriving each year from France and England.  But New England, a colony of fishermen which became populated much more quickly than Newfoundland and having much more varied resources available, very quickly acquired a range of action which brought them into conflict with the French fishermen and colonists frequenting the banks and coasts of Acadie.  Commercially, they already represented a threat for the fishermen based in England, particularly in the West Indies, where the growing masses of slaves and the crews of European ships offered a growing market for the sale of dry cod.

The extension of colonization and the development of trade relations between Atlantic Europe and the rest of the world in the second half of the seventeenth century gave the Newfoundland fishery a political role.  This fishery trained numerous crews which were well seasoned and easy to enroll in the royal navies, since they returned to the mother country each winter.  In France, it was under the reign of Louis XIV that the leaders became aware of this role and began to regulate and support the Newfoundland fishery.  The eighteenth century marks the geographic, economic and political peak of the French fishery in North America: never did it mobilize so many ships and men or hold so large a place in the minds of governors.

The world of the transatlantic Newfoundland fishery was subject to technical and geopolitical constraints very different from those of conventional maritime trade and colonization.  It appears clear today that the most serious threat weighing on the fishery based in metropolitan France but carried on in North America did not come so much from England as from the fishermen colonists residing on the shores of the New World, whether English or French.

FINANCIAL ORGANIZATION

The financial organization of the Newfoundland fleets did not differ from that of the convention commercial ones.  The ship owners were divided among individual or family companies, or else - which was much more frequently the case - partnerships* of 2 to 15 investors, nearly always linked by close personal relationships.  Each associate (consort) would purchase capital shares (from 1/64th to 1/2) in ownership of one or more ships and would be assigned equivalent shares of the profit or losses incurred at the end of the voyage.  The shipowner - generally the chief investor, but not the only one - received a commission.  Captains often took shares in the vessels they commanded.  Such associations retained loose structures, forming and dissolving with each expedition.  The origin of the investments was local or regional: traders, people of means, officials of the parlements and other office holders would invest their money in maritime undertakings.  Companies with capital from outside the region investing in the Newfoundland fishery - companies such as that of the Baron d'Huart in the 1750s - remained exceptional cases.
 versatility was usual in the maritime trade in the eighteenth century, and no trader was, strictly speaking, specialized in the Newfoundland fishery.  Similarly, ships were fitted out for all sorts of destinations at the same time, depending on the outlook for profits.  If in certain ports, such as Granville, traders fitted out only for the cod fishery, it was because no better option was available to them.

THE GREEN-COD OR ITINERANT* FISHERY (see d. of cdns)

The French ships fitted out for fishing green cod on the Bank - the bankers (banquais) - were, in the eighteenth century, nearly always small or very small vessels: 50 to 100 tonneaux, occasionally 150 tonneaux; some did not exceed 25 or 30 tonneaux.  Most of them had two masts, but eclecticism* was the rule in the types of hull and rigging: snows, doggers, sloops, schooners, brigs.  Ships with one or two decks, but no *quarterdeck, were more practical on the Bank, since the absence of *quarterdecks facilitated fishing operations.

The supplies for a Newfoundland fishing vessel were made up of three essential categories: provisions, salt and fishing utensils.  The bankers did not call on shore - a unique situation for voyages that could last more than six months - and thus had to take with them all the food and all the fresh water necessary for their crews until they returned to France.  The crews were therefore very vulnerable to scurvy.  To lack provisions meant risking an early return halfway through the fishing season.  The royal authority gradually imposed standards to be followed in this field.

Salting the cod at the fishing site was, along with drying, the only means known in the eighteenth century for preserving and transporting fish.
  Without salt, there was no cod.  The salt supply was therefore a question of vital importance.  But salt was a problem commodity, first of all because the production sites were geographically limited.  In France, the great salt-producing regions extended from southern Brittany (Le Croisic) to the shores of the Aunis and Saintonge (Brouage, Ile de Ré, Suedre River).  It could also be obtained in Spain (Cadiz) and in Portugal (Setubal, Averio).  Salt was also a commodity unlike others because of the taxes placed on it.  The differences in status between provinces with regard to the salt tax (gabelle) singularly complicated the situation, for they resulted in enormous variations in the price of salt from one province to another.  However, the salt used for the cod fishery had been exempted since 1680.
   In exchange for this privilege, the Newfoundland vessels whose home ports were in non-exempt regions were legally obliged to go get their salt at the very sites of production after they had departed for the fishery, because the introduction of tax-free salt into the province of their home port remained prohibited.  In the course of the eighteenth century, most of the Newfoundland fishery ports located in non-exempt regions obtained authorization to keep stores of tax-exempt fishing salt on their territory, under close administrative surveillance.
  Ships could thus obtain supplies of salt in their home port.  Nevertheless, a passage through the Ile de Ré at the start of the voyage was widely practiced because of the more advantageous prices.

The fishing utensils - lines, hooks, leads, knives, gaffs (piquoirs), nets, etc. - were an important part of the supplies of a banker.  They took up little room and were of fairly small total value.  All the products necessary to supplying Newfoundland fishing vessels had been exempted, since 1717, from payment of numerous duties, particularly those of the export trade*.
  In order to prevent contraband, the quantity of products which could be embarked free of duty on each ship was strictly limited by law to the presumed needs of the crew.  The law, then, put consumption on the Newfoundland fishing vessels on the base basis as domestic consumption.

Banker crews were very small: 10 to 20 men in general, including officers.  The largest might have up to 30 men, the smallest only 6 or 7.  The small size of the vessels, the impossibility of fishing over both sides of a vessel at once (one had to be always "to windward") and the absence of stopovers* in the course of the voyage explain this extreme smallness.  The ship's function as an instrument of work narrowly limited the elasticity of the physical ratio of men to ships.  No other transoceanic navigation was practiced with such small crews.

The composition of these crews followed very precise rules related to fishing techniques or imposed by the administration of the Marine.  The officers were frequently limited to a captain and his second in command.  One or two lieutenants would be aboard larger vessels.  The bankers never took on a chaplain, as their crews were of less than 40 men, the threshold above which the law required that some be taken on.
  Most also set out without a surgeon: "We are looking for a seaman who knows how to bleed", notes Duhamel du Monceau.
  But when the crew exceeded 20 men, they had to have one.
  This legal obligation seems to have been well respected.  It certainly explains the very high proportion of crews of 19 men among the bankers (particularly at Granville) and it no doubt contributed to limiting the number of men taken on board.  In reality, there was less fraud concerning the presence of the surgeon, which was checked by the officers of the Admiralty, than concerning his qualifications.

The crew of a banker included 2 to 4 petty officers, former seamen having solid technical experience in a given field: dresser*, salter, carpenter, header.  The ordinary "rated" seamen were at least 18 years old and had two years of navigation experience behind them (17 years and one year of navigation starting in 1745).
  These were the real fishermen, the lignotiers.  One to three boys, ranging in age from 12 to 18, completed the crew.
  In 1739, the government created the level of apprenticeship (noviciat), intermediate between those of boy (mousse) and rating (matelot classé) for men from 16 to 25 years of age without navigation experience.  In 1745, it required all ship owners to take one apprentice aboard for every four crewmen.
  Thus on the average, the bankers had to take on two to six apprentices.   Whence the extreme youth of the Newfoundland crews, whose average age was always under 30 years.

The green-cod fishery seems at the end of the century to have been essentially centered in Normandy (109 ships out of 192 in 1786, with 56.5% of the departures) and northern Brittany (63 ships out of 192, or 32.7% of departures).  The Atlantic ports, despite their nearness to salt supplies, lost the important role in this type of fishery which they had still possessed at the beginning of the century.  The Channel ports gradually monopolized the fitting out of vessels for the Bank.

The bankers would leave France in February or March, before the ships fitted out for the coasts of Newfoundland and Canada.  Access to the Banks was still open and the cod were there practically all year round; but storms and icebergs made fishing difficult and very dangerous in the winter.  Few people took the risk.  Taking on salt on the Ile de Ré occasioned a delay of two weeks to a month on the outward voyage to the Bank, whence the very early departures of the fishing vessels from Normandy.  Fishing in spring and summer was the most widely practiced; this was the best period because of the prevailing south-southwest winds, which brought the fine weather.  Some ships would leave between the end of April and the end of June for a prime de retard.  The late fishery (pêche de retard), with a departure in July or August, was exceedingly rare; the only bankers that practiced it were those that made two voyages per year, which was

exceptional in the eighteenth century, except at Les Sables d'Olonne.

The ships, packed with salt, went to take up their positions between the 43rd and 45th parallels, corresponding to the south of the Grand Bank. In case of a departure very late in the season, they positioned themselves between the 45th and 47th parallels, the fishery then shifting toward the north.
  They would then run straight toward the west.  The Atlantic crossing lasted about a month, often a bit more, but never less than three weeks.  During the crossing, the crew would begin preparations for fishing by installing the bel, a movable wooden gallery a meter in width which ran along the port side, overhanging the rail.*  The approach to the banks was indicated by the change in water color, fogs, a brutal drop in air temperature and flights of birds.  Once these signs had been registered, the sounding lead was cast; when it touched bottom, the ship was "banked".

Once at its selected position, the ship took in its sails.  The fishing was done with the vessel adrift with the wind on the port beam.  Only a small mizzen sail, (culetin) or ring-tail (tape-cul), so that one could beat up slightly to windward and maintain the drift.  Since the cod were on the bottom, the drift could not be too strong.

The fishermen lined themselves up on the staging or bel, facing windward so that the lines did not pass under the vessel.  All precautions were taken to ensure that the fishermen were not too much bothered by bad weather and did not run the risk of falling overboard.  To fish without getting soaked and to maintain their balance while keeping both hands free at the same time, the lignotiers slipped into a kind of barrel; these barrels, widening out toward the bottom, were arranged along the bel and firmly lashed to it.  Over the upper part of their bodies, they wore a coat of tarred cloth, the lower part covering the outside of the barrels.  The cuirier, a large leather apron treated with grease and oil, and the manigots, leather mitts,  completed their outfit.

Each fisherman had two lines from 75 to 90 fathoms long, at the end of which was a large lead weighing 5 to 6 pounds.  Attached to this main line was a very short secondary line, the snood (avançon), to the end of which the hook was fastened, primed baited with a boette (bait) consisting of a piece of salt herring or cod entrails.  As soon as the cod was lifted aboard, the lignotier would hooked it onto an iron stake placed near him, the élangueur ("tonguer").  He would cut out the tongue and keep it with him to count his catch.  He would then remove the stomach (meulette) to see whether it contained a shellfish that could be used as bait.
  Behind the lignotiers, on the deck, was a sort of table, the étal, around which three men were installed, firmly wedged in their barrels: the header (étesteur), the splitter (habilleur) and the nautier.  The detongued cod slipped along to the header through a wooden conduit or else was handed to him at the end of a piquoir, a sort of long pointed gaff.  The header would but the head off the cod and gutted the fish, carefully preserving the liver, which he would place in a special barrel.  The splitter, frequently the captain, would then open up the cut with a cleaver, remove the bones and part of the back bone (raquette).  The splitter then passed the mode to the nautier, a boy, who would detach the air bladder (noue or naut), in order to salt it separately.  The cod were then thrown into an opening (éclaire) in the middle of the table, from which they slid into the carniau, a kind of pipe which took them directly to the hold.  There the salter would rub them in salt, then let them drain for 24 or 48 hours, after which he salted them à demeure, i.e. permanently.  In the salt which filled the hold the salters would dig spaces called rums, in which they placed the cod.  The fish were arranged head to tail in arrimes (piles), each layer being separated from the others by a sort of floor of branches covered with a mat and a layer of salt.

The Newfoundland fishing vessels never left the Bank before the end of July.  The first bankers thus arrived in France in late August.   There was lively competition among crews to be the first to arrive with green cod, because of the assured high price of morue nouvelle.  The bulk of the fleet headed for home between August and October, after five or six months of fishing.  The would reach the French ports between September and November.

The geographical distribution of green-cod landings roughly matches that of the fittings-out.  In 1787, 75.7% of the green cod (from Newfoundland) landed in France were landed north of Brest: 4.6% in Northern Brittany, 55.3% in Normandy, 15.8% in Dunkirk.  The following year, the ports north of Brest received 71.8% of the green cod: 4.1% in Northern Brittany, 63.1% in Normandy, 4.5% in Dunkirk.
  The small Norman ports thus took the lion's share of landings just as of fittings out.  But the hierarch of landing ports was appreciably different: at the head was the triad of Dieppe, Honfleur and Le Havre (47.5% of arrivals in 1787 and 54.2% in 1788), whose importance was due to their closeness to the Paris market.  Granville and Saint-Malo, although large fitting-out ports, received little green cod.  Outside the Channel, there were four notable points of landing: Nantes, La Rochelle, Bordeaux and Dunkirk.  Here again, we note an increased concentration of returns on the Channel at the expense of the Atlantic coast.  The bankers would return to their fitting-out port either in ballast, or with some goods for the fitter-out or freight: goods from the Islands picked up at Le Havre, tar, pitch, timber from the North.

One of the most remarkable aspects of the green-cod fishery, at the technical level, resides in its industrial nature, with its role of developing a finished product on a massive scale.  The elaborate division of labor, the existence of a sort of cod production chain along which each man, riveted to his place, tirelessly repeated the same gestures, reminds us of the fragmented labour of twentieth-century factors: but it was Taylorism in appearance only, for the system arose chiefly out of the necessity of treating the cod very quickly to prevent its decomposition.  The bankers, as veritable little floating factories, seemed to prefigure the era of industrial mechanization.

THE DRY-COD FISHERY OR SEDENTARY FISHERY

The second major type of fishing practiced by the French - the dry-cod or sedentary fishery - was carried on along the coasts, in Newfoundland and, until 1763, along the Atlantic seaboard of Canada.  The cod could only be dried on shore.  Although the extend of the North American coastline frequented in the summer by cod is immense, only a small portion of it was usable in the eighteenth century, for it was necessary to be able to use a portion of coastline where the ship could be moored in complete safety and where the fish could be dried.  This required a sheltered site, with a fairly wide beach, preferably covered with pebbles or gravel, well exposed to the wind but not too much to the sun.
  These requirements created a qualitative hierarchy among the various sectors of the coastline, and thus a cause of competition among users.

Practiced from shore - whence its name of sedentary fishery - the dry-cod fishery escaped the requirement to limit the number of men which was characteristic of the banker fleets.  The number of fishing chaloupes could be increased at will, and on shore one had all the space necessary to set up operations and process the cod.  The Newfoundland vessels fitted out for the sedentary fishery were therefore not fishing vessels, but carriers of manpower and cod; for that reason, their tonnage was often greater than that of the bankers - between 100 and 350 tonneaux.

Supply raised fewer problems for ships going to the sedentary fishery than for the bankers, since the stay on shore made it possible to obtain water and fresh provisions.  Treating salt cod requires far less salt than treating green cod.  The salting of dry cod was light, and intended to prevent decomposition of the fish before the process of dehydration by drying - slower than salting, but much more effective for preservation - begins to produce its effect.  The problems of a salt supply were the same as for the bankers.  However, when the ports located in regions not exempt from the salt tax obtained the right to procure supplies in Brittany (an exempt region), then the right to store their fishing salt, it was mostly the sedentary fishermen who took advantage of these opportunities, while the bankers continued to go obtain their supplies on the Ile de Ré.  The fishing utensils scarcely different from those employed on the bankers, except for the fishing chaloupes.  Transported aboard ships in pieces, gauging 4 or 5 tonneaux, these boats had one small square sail.  To avoid having them cluttering the ships, people never brought them back to France.  They would be left on the American coast at the end of the voyage, and be found again the next year.

The crews aboard the ships going to carry on the sedentary fishery were much larger than the banker crews: between 30 and 160 men, in most cases.  The record for the century was no doubt beaten by the Baron de Binder (Saint-Malo, 1787) with 190 men.
  For equivalent tonnage, the sedentary Newfoundland vessels carried crews three times as large as trading vessels.  Two-third of the men aboard the largest sedentary vessels were in fact destined for fishing work after making land.  The regulations imposing quotas of boys and apprentices applied easily to sedentary-fishery vessels, since part of the work of processing the cod on shore could be done by men with no experience of maritime navigation or of the fishery.

A high proportion of Saint-Malo sedentary-fishery vessels set sail with stowaways on board, nearly always children or adolescents.  Out of the 62 vessels which left Saint-Malo in 1742, 37 held stowaways - between 1 and 16 per vessel.  The work of the sedentary fishery adapted very well to a surplus of manpower.  The captains willingly kept on these adolescents, whom they could force to work without having to pay them.  They were granted absurdly low pay, very much less than what they would have obtained by joining the vessel in the regular way.  The certainty of being brought back to their points of departure, of being fed, of acquiring some experience and collecting a tiny sum of money seem to have been enough to drive these wretched boys to sneaking aboard "over the side".  The previous complicity of the crew and the fitter-out appears to be highly probable in many cases.  Everyone benefitted by these illegal embarkations, including the royal administration, which as a matter of principle was favorable to increasing the number of seamen.

The fishery's reputation for "salubrity", common in the documents of the time, deserves some analysis: one is struck by the considerable proportion of accidental deaths, especially drownings.  Accidents, far more than disease, was a threat to the security of the men in Newfoundland.  The low number of Newfoundland fishermen shipwrecked is fairly easy to explain.  To escape the risks of a storm, two solutions were available: either take shelter in a roadstead or port, or move offshore.  Now this was the quasi-permanent status of the Newfoundland vessels, since the sedentary vessels remained at anchor in their harbor while the bankers were always at sea.  With average death rates of about 1 or 2% per cruise, the Newfoundland fishery in the eighteenth century appears to have been much less dangerous than transoceanic voyages to the Antilles, Africa and Asia.

Fitting-out for sedentary fleet was geographically even more concentrated that for the Bank fleet.  This concentration increased over the course of the century and its axis moved toward the channel.  The dry-cod fleets disappeared from the ports situated south of Brest (Nantes, Les Sables d'Olonne) or collapsed (Basque country), while Granville, a banker port, turned to the sedentary fishery and, with Saint-Malo and Saint-Brieuc, monopolized the essential of this activity.  In 1786, these three ports alone sent out 92.5% of French vessels for the Newfoundland coast!

The ships going to the sedentary fishery on the coasts of Newfoundland and Canada would leave France between 15 March and 15 May, that is four weeks later than the bankers.  The French sedentary fishermen were active in four main regions:

-
the coasts of Newfoundland to which access was permitted by the Treaty of Utrecht; these coasts, situated between Cape Bonavista on the north coast and Pointe Riche on the west coast (French Shore).  The north coast, or Petit Nord, the fief of the Saint-Malo and Granville fishermen, was by far the most frequented.  The Basques, who were less numerous, were concentrated on the west coast, in the region of Portachoix, Ferol and Ingornachoix.

-
the coasts of Labrador known as Grande Baye, located to the west of the northern tip of Newfoundland.

-
the coasts of the Gaspé, north of Baie des Chaleurs.

-
the coasts of Ile Royale (Cape Breton peninsula).

Until the late eighteenth century, two intangible principles, on both the French side and the English side, regulated the competition for taking harbors: 1) any portion of coast belonged to the first ship to arrive from Europe; and 2) this appropriation was limited to the current fishing season.  The first to arrive therefore took the best places and the competition was put off each year.  That is why the sedentary fishermen tried to set sail as early as possible.  They - and especially those who set sail first - were involved in a veritable transatlantic race which could prove very dangerous when the coasts were blocked by ice.  To prevent clashes between crews, the usage of giving the title of admiral (amiral) to the captain of the first ship to arrive in a harbor had become established.  This captain would select his place and designated the places for the captains of the vessels which arrived after him.  He judged disputes concerning the occupation of the coast in his harbour.  These general rules were applied until the end of the eighteenth century where French sedentary fishermen were fishing,  except in the Petit Nord of Newfoundland, where special regulations of Saint-Malo origin were in force: all captains had to go to the harbor of Petit Maître, roughly halfway between the two extremities of Petit Nord, to declare in writing their date of arrival there, the number of men under their command, and the name of the harbor and place they were choosing on the coast.  As they arrived, the captains thus knew what places were taken and would chose among those which remained free.  A man belonging to the first ship kept the register and turned it over to his captain at the end of the period for picking harbors.  In this way, there was theoretically only one admiral for the whole Petit Nord coast, and his power was limited to acting as an authority to turn to in exceptional cases.  This system was abolished in 1764.  In 1766, the government limited the extent of coast which could be used by each ship, but apparently without great success.
  It required captains, starting in 1770, to pick up from the commissaire des classes in the fitting-out port a printed form on which, upon arriving in Newfoundland, they would enter the name of the harbor and the place chosen.  The form corresponded to a single place, and each captain had only one form (two for large crews) which he had to give to the commissaire upon his return.
  This system, applied until the Revolution, did not put an end to the disputes.

Once the harbor had been chosen, everything was unloaded and the unmasted ship remained at anchor for several months.  If the place had never been occupied before, the crew had to built huts for the men and stores, as well as the scaffolding (échafaud), a sort of jetty extending into the water, on which a primitive shed was erected.  In this shed one or more tables (établis) and salt vats* (salines) were placed.  If the beach was of pebbles, it was cleaned; if it was sand, it had to be covered with rances, i.e. a layer of branches, or with vignaux, a similar covering, but suspended two feet above the ground on wicker works* (claies).  When everything was ready, the chaloupes went out fishing at daybreak, each with three men aboard: the chaloupe master (maître de chaloupe), the avant and the ussat.  If the fishing looked poor, the captain could decide to send some of the chaloupes out (en dégrat)* to other harbors.  The grand dégrat, practiced after 1730, consisted in sending schooners very far away for several weeks; the cod were split and salted on board.

The chaloupes would return in the late afternoon, and the fishermen's day would end as soon as they touched land.  The "shore boys" (garçons de grave or graviers) would then go aboard the chaloupes, pick up the cod by the head with their gaff (siste) and throw it into a vat situated at the extremity of the scaffolding (galerie).  Shore boys known as piqueurs, standing up to their waste in the cod bat, removed the tongues and threw the fish to the throaters (*décoleurs).  These in turned passed it along to the splitters (habilleurs), who in three strokes of the knife, opened up the cod and removed its backbone.  The split cod was thrown through a hole into the esclipot, a kind of case whose bottom was inclined to one of the sides which was closed by a sliding board; when the board was drawn to one side, the cod slipped directly onto a kind of stretcher called a boyard; on such stretchers, they were carried to the salters located at the other end of the scaffolding.  The salters would put the fish in superimposed layers, separated by a layer of salt.  The cod were allowed to drain for two to eight days, after which graviers would wash them in a kind of large wooden cage (lavoir or timbre) inserted between stakes driven into the water close to shore.  Then piles of cod in the form of hayricks, known as javelles, were built up.  After eight days, the javelles were taken apart and the cod was spread fresh upward on the pebbles or rances.  The first night, the cod were placed with the skin up (premier soleil or "first sun").  At noon the next day, they were turned over with the flesh facing upward.  In the evening, they were brought together three by three one above the other, skin side up (second soleil or "second sun").  The next day, they were laid out separately, skin side up in the morning, flesh side up in the afternoon, after which they were very meticulously brought together in piles of eight, skin side up (troisième soleil or "third sun").  And so on.  Each evening, the piles became larger and larger, transforming themselves into piles called moutons until the seventh sun.  The cod were then lift in piles for 15 days before being given them a huitième soleil ("eighth sun"), and again for a month in piles called pattes (or fumier, for the Saint-Malo fishermen) before the neuvième soleil ("ninth sun"), and in the same way before the dixième soleil ("tenth sun").  It took close to three months to obtain the finished product.

The fishery as such was spread out over a very short period, because the cod remained for only a short time on the coasts - only two months, from early June to late July.  The dry-cod fishery was thus a veritable race against the clock, whence the dread* of passing time and the extraordinarily intensive aspect of the work.  The sedentary fishery, a pathetic struggle between low productivity and the implacable race against time, often forced the men to work up to the extreme limit of their strength.  Night work was common, and no day of rest was scheduled.

When the drying operations were finished in September or October, the cod were loaded into the hold of the ship, piled up on dunnage of dry wood.  At the time of loading, the cod were counted and the weight of the cargo was assessed,  Thirteen cod were placed on each barrow.  Each time eight loads went aboard the ship made a "hundred" (cent) (104 cod).  The chaloupes were hauled up out of the reach of the highest tides and were marked for identification the next year.  The unused salt was buried in the ground and marked with the name of the ship which owned it.

Once the Newfoundland vessel was ready to sail, a phenomenon unique in maritime navigation would take place: two-third of the crew would board another vessel called a saque*, which was specialized in taking the men, utensils and oils directly back to home port.  The rest, limited to the number of men necessary for taking the ship to the port of unloading, remained on board.  The saques were either sedentary vessels which had not had a god fishery and turned over their meager production to the Newfoundland vessels and took on their men, or else ships especially assigned for the purpose by companies with several vessels.  The crowding on these vessels was often frightful.

The ships, loaded with dry cod, left the coasts of North America in September or October.  Some of them left much early, in July or August; these vessels, which belonged to companies, had made up a cargo by collecting the first cod of their fellow crews.  They thus always arrived first on the markets.  Thanks to the heavily concentrated structure of their fleet, the Saint-Malo fishermen retained a quasi-monopoly on these early and highly profitable deliveries.

The discrepancy between the geographical distribution of the home ports and ports of landing was much greater in the case of dry cod than in that of green cod.  If the green-cod trade was carried on within a "norther" system (i.e. north of the Loire), the dry-cod trade linked northern and southern France.  The great ports of landing of dry cod were located south of Nantes and on the Mediterranean.  North of Nantes, there were two notable ports of landing, Saint-Malo and Granville.  Much more important were, south of Nantes, La Rochelle, Bordeaux, Bayonne-Saint-Jean-de-Luz, Sète and above all Marseille, the great dry cod market where over half the landings in France were normally concentrated.

The duration of the trip from Newfoundland to Marseille was highly variable.  Unfavorable winds often hindered the passage of the "strait" and some vessels put it at Cadiz, Alicante or Malaga after crossing the ocean.  The 566 Newfoundland boats from Granville which went to Marseille from 1714 to 1792 took an average of 46 days for the voyage.

Boardings* of Newfoundland vessels by Barbary pirates were very frequent throughout the eighteenth century.
  These boardings seem to have been regarded as routine incidents by capitains, who were little inclined to take risks by resisting.  Their fears resided chiefly in the consequences which physical contacts with Algerians would result in on arrival in Marseille: any vessel "inspected" ran the risk of being quarantined in the same way as vessels coming from North Africa.
  Thus the captain of the Pressigny, in December 1784, took care to note that "he displayed his shipments with caution, without any member of his crew going aboard, or any member of the Barbary crew having come aboard his vessel."

The duration of the stay in Marseille varied from a few weeks to several months, depending on the difficulty of finding a return freight.  The captain sometimes remained in Marseille to look after the sale of the cod, while the ship set sail again for the west; but this practice tended to disappear in the course of the century, since most of the outfitters* had consignees on the spot.  Obtaining good return freight gave captains an incentive to arrive in Marseille as early as possible.  Only the first to arrive were assured of getting any; the later ones often had to go home in ballast.  The freight taken on at Marseille consisted of products from Provence (soap, olive oil, dry fruit and wines) or the Levant (cotton fabrics, yarn wood).  When Marseille had no more freight to offer, ships went to Sète, Toulon, or the Italian ports of Nice, Genoa, Leghorn, or else to Alicante, Malaga and Cadiz, in Spain.  Only a small part of the freight picked up in the Mediterranean ports was destined for the home ports of the Newfoundland vessels.  Most of it was delivered to Le Havre (for Paris) and, to a lesser degree, to Bordeaux, La Rochelle, Nantes and Dunkirk.  From these ports, the cod vessels returned to their home port with new freight or else in ballast, about a year after their departure.  If the ship completed its loop too late - after April - it could no longer be fitted out again for the next sedentary fishing season.  Here again, companies with several ships held the advantage: by using two, three or four vessels at once, it was possible, to some extent, to escape the time factor.  The different possible combinations in the use of several ships gave these fleets a flexibility of operation which could not be matched by individual vessels.

The dry-cod fishery, just like the green-cod fishery, constituted an integrated industrial and commercial system.  But a certain number of characteristics were peculiar to it.  Its production units employed considerable manpower: several hundred men, usually.  In 1786, the Saint-Malo outfitter* Fromy du Puy had 1155 men working for him in Newfoundland, which was probably a record.
  Such fleets and such crews represented very large enterprises, technically much closer to the fabrique or factor than to the traditional workshop.  With its numbers of employees, discipline, elaborate division of tasks, maximization of mass production, mechanical repetition of the same gestures and frenzied work, the whole industrial universe seemed already to be taking shape.  However, here again, the extraordinarily intensive character of the work was not dictated by the call of the markets but by the extremely tenuous match between the techniques and the production time available.  The fishery was constantly threatened by two factors over which the men had little control: its very limited duration and the low productivity of a technical system resting entirely on human effort.  Each of these threats could have been easily set aside had the other not existed.  That they existed simultaneously created a fundamental problem for the sedentary fishery which could only be resolved through the extraordinary harshness of the work requirements.

The extremely cyclical character of production imposed its rhythm on the cod-trading circuit.  The three phases in the three-way cod traffic - transportation of men, transportation of fish, transportation of freight - had to be carried out on a very precise schedule, and the whole cycle could not exceed one year.  The circuit from France to the Newfoundland fishery, then to the West Indies and back to France, was too long.  Most of the shipments of cod to the French West Indies came from the fishery of the fishermen inhabitants of Ile Royale.  The loss of Ile Royale in 1758 put an end to any hope of providing the French West Indies with an adequate supply of cod from a base in French North America.  The Anglo-Americans took over.  France either had to let them do so, or else provide public subsidies to support extremely costly circuits such as that which involved reexporting to the West Indies cod landed in Bordeaux or Marseille.
  The dry cod circuit therefore fit into a rigid timeframe which severely limited its geographical extension.

THE MIXED FISHERY AND TRADE

Along with the two major fishing techniques which we have described - and these were the ones most commonly practiced - there were two other methods for obtaining cod in the eighteenth century: the mixed fishery and trading (traite or  troque).  The mixed fishery was practiced by ships which went fishing for cod far from shore, on the banks, for several weeks, even several months.  The fish was split and salted on board, just as on the bankers.  But instead of returning to France with their cargo of green cod, these vessels would bring it to the coasts of Newfoundland or the North American continent and dry it there, as in the sedentary fishery.  There was no need for scaffolds: the fish was all read, and all one hand to do was "wash" it of its salt before spreading it out on the beaches.  The bank fishery with drying operations on shore was thus a non-sedentary or itinerant form of the dry-cod fishery.  It made it possible to broaden considerably the grounds used for the dry-cod fishery, which were normally limited to the coastal zone.  Small, schooner-type decked craft gauging* between 30 and 60 tonneaux were used.  The schooner had fore-and-aft sails which could be worked from the deck, and therefore required only a very small crew, on the order of 7 to 12 men; its maneuverability and speed accelerated the trips back and forth between the coast and the banks, which was repeated several times in the course of the season.

Fishing trips to the bank, with drying operations on land, was a novelty in the eighteenth century, and were a refinement of dry-cod fishing methods.  But the progress resided in the original combination of the two great systems practiced until that time, and not in the techniques, which did not change.  By broadening the geographical horizon of the dry-cod fishery, the mixed system also extended its time limits, freeing it to some extent from the rigid constraints of space and time which, as we have seen, characterized the sedentary fishery.

Some French ships which came back from North America laden with dry cod had purchased their cargo from resident fishermen in exchange for delivery of goods from Europe.  This cod trade (traite, troque) was always a secondary means for the French outfitters to obtain fish.  The thin human settlement on the coasts of French Canada and the prohibition against trade with the English in Newfoundland blocked the development of this type of commerce.  Trading was concentrated, then, on the two zones where the density of resident fishermen was high: Ile Royale and, after 1763, Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon.

The economic activity of the few thousand colonists living on the shores of Ile Royale and Ile Saint-Jean, and later on Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon, rested almost exclusively on the cod fishery: there was practically no agriculture, and the only industrial facilities were a few shipyards.  The population depended almost totally on importing food and finished products.  The only local resource that could be exported was dry cod, so the exchange of fish for imported products formed the basis of the trading system of these colonies.  The population of ile Royale and the islands of Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon, a population "displaced" from Plaisance in 1714 and from Ile Royale in 1763, had received beach areas in compensation for the losses suffered at the time of expulsion.  Since the colonists shared the best beaches, only the less favorable ones were accessible to the ships that came from France.

The inhabitants of Ile Royale and Saint-Pierre-et-miquelon practiced both types of dry-cod fishing: sedentary with chaloupes, as on the coast of Newfoundland (but without ships), and the itinerant fishery with schooners.  It book at least two chaloupes per enterprise to reach the break-even point.  Any fishing enterprise thus included at least 10 men: six for the two chaloupes and four for the beach.  The schooner fishery required a minimum of 14 men: 10 on board and four on shore.  Since the local manpower was insufficient, the inhabitants recruited fishermen from France, who hired on for one fishing season.

Saint-Malo, Bayonne and Saint-Jean-de-Luz dominated this fishery throughout the eighteenth century.  Trading operations had less room to maneuver than fishing operations.  Since the production process was beyond their control, it was difficult for them to be the first to bring cod to the markets.

THE CREW PAYMENT SYSTEMS

The way in which the crews of Newfoundland fishing vessels were paid was a very original aspect of the French maritime fishery under the Ancien Régime.  The pay systems in effect in commercial shipping and the navy were based on a salary for time*.  Each man received his due based on the number of days spent aboard.  Two types of navigation were exceptions: cruising and fishing.
  In these two cases, the crew's activity produced a certain amount of wealth in the form of vessels taken or in the form of fish.  The result of voyages depended on the work done by the crews.  The men's pay, therefore, was but for exceptional circumstances, independent of the time spent aboard the ships.  Crews received a lump-sum advance before setting sail, and when they returned, a share from the sale of the catch or cargo of fish.

The pay systems practiced in the Newfoundland fishery were the most complex in the French maritime system.  Except for case of Dunkirk and that of the cod trade, which was similar to conventional trading, the entire Newfoundland fishing fleet of France operated on a share basis.

The seven pay systems practiced in the Newfoundland fleet can be divided into two distinct groups:

1)
Systems without a premium (pot de vin)

-
Engagement au tiers franc: western part of the English Channel, Ile Royale and Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon

-
Engagement au quart: central part of the Atlantic coast (between the Loire and the Gironde Rivers)

-
Engagement aux deux cinquièmes: southern part of the Atlantic coast (Basque country)

-
Engagement aux trois septièmes: Ile Royale and Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon

Under these systems, the men would receive a share of the net value of the proceeds of the fishery (the sum remaining after deduction of the costs borne in common by the outfitter and the crew).  Any advanced received before departure was deducted from their share.

2)
Systems with a premium

-
Engagement au cinquième: western part of the Channel

-
Engagement à la mode du Nord: western part of the Channel

-
Engagement au last: North Sea

Before departure, the men would receive a sum called a pot de vin (premium) which was theirs definitively, whatever the outcome of the voyage.  At the end of the voyage, they collected a small share, proportioned either to the value of the catch (lot au cinquième) or to its volume (lot à la mode du Nord, last).  The lots à la mode du Nord, which were of very small value, were offset by large premiums.

The boarding of stowaways on vessels fitted out for the sedentary fishery at Saint-Malo (only) seems to have been directly linked to the pay system.  Keeping stowaways on board created no problem in the dry-cod fishery, since the presence of extra men was useful more than a hindrance.  The stowaways received neither advances nor premiums before departure, but they were always assign a share on their return, for to make their participation in the fishery effective, they had to be motivated by the certainty of receiving a share of the proceeds.  Engagement à la mode du Nord, which enormously swelled the premiums and reduced the shares to a derisory sum, made it possible to limit to a minimum the indispensable remuneration of the stowaways* without disorganizing the system as a whole.

THE NEWFOUNDLAND TRAFFIC FROM GRANVILLE AND SAINT-MALO

Throughout the eighteenth century, Granville and Saint-Malo were the two main ports of the French Newfoundland fleet.  In these ports an ever-greater share of the fleets became concentrated, especially after 1763.

From 1722 to 1792, the port of Granville fitted out 4027 Newfoundland vessels (we do not know the number of vessels fitted out from 1713 to 1721 or from 1760 to 1762.  During this period, Granville set out 2344 ships (58.2% of its Newfoundland fleet) to the itinerant fishery on the Bank.  Unlike that of Saint-Malo,  the Granville fleet was essentially interested in green cod.  The Norman port set out 1114 ships (27.5% of its Newfoundland fleet) to the Newfoundland coast.  Until 1736, the Granville sedentary fishery , which was small (10 to 15 ships per year), was concentrated almost exclusively on Gaspé and Labrador.  It was not until 1737 that the Granville fishermen came, or came back, to the coasts of Newfoundland.  Their number then increased quickly until 1769 (0 vessels in 1736, 43 in 1769).  The fleet then remained at a ceiling of about 40 units a year until the end of the century.  On the whole, a regular progression whose continuation after 1763 was due essentially to the closure of the Canadian coast to the French fishery.  Between 1722 and 1758, Granville sent 202 vessels to fish in Labrador (10% of departures for the Newfoundland fishery during that period).  Granville also fitted out 48 ships for Ile Royale between 1722 and 1758, and 87 for Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon from 1763 to 1792, or a total of 135 ships (only 3.3% of its fittings-out for the Newfoundland fishery).  The Granville shipowners were not interested in this trade.

There are five very distinct phases in Granville's presence in the Newfoundland fishery:

1)
from 1722 to 1759, a long period of expansion which accelerated suddenly after 1737, with a boom in the sedentary fishery;

2)
from 1751 to 1768, a period of stagnation and decline.  The fishery appears to have reached its maximum size between 1751 and 1755.  After 1763, the depression deepened and a withdrawal movement began;

3)
from 1769 to 1786, a new period of expansion, a more commercial one than in the 1740s.  The very favorable years following the American war (1783-1785) set off a period of feverish activity which peaked in 1786.

4)
from 1787 to 1789, a short and brutal crisis;

5)
from 1790 to 1792, a recovery began, but it was quickly interrupted by war.

The sudden expansion of the Granville sedentary fishery after 1738-1739 was brought on by fiscal changes: not until 1739 were the sedentary vessels of Granville gauging 80 tonneaux or more authorized to "raise" their salt in Brittany, a region exempt from the gabelle fees.
  The merchandise and supplies they carried were also dispensed from paying export trading duties (droits de traite à la sortie).
  At the same time, the Anglo-Spanish war (1739) gave Granville and Saint-Malo fishermen an opportunity to compensate for the suspension of English landings in Spain.  The Granville sedentary fleet then developed very quickly.

From 1713 to 1792, Saint-Malo fitted out 4654 vessels for the Newfoundland fishery (66% of all fittings out, except for the coastal trade).  Of this total, 1131 ships (24.3%) were fitted out for the itinerant fishery: only half the number from Granville (2344 vessels).  So in the eighteenth century, Saint-Malo was a port centered mostly on the sedentary fishery.  From 1713 to 1747, the number of fittings-out for the Bank remained very small, and even declined after 1725 (fewer than 5 ships per year, and none in some years).  From 1748 to 1786, activity escalated: the number of vessels rose from 16 in 1750 to 25 in 1754, to 53 in 1767 and to 61 - the record for the century - in 1786.  The Newfoundland coast received 1915 Saint-Malo vessels (41.1% of the total number fitted out for Newfoundland from that port) in the course of the eighteenth century.  From 1713 to 1718, there was a rapid drop, from 39 in 1714 to 0 in 1718.  Then from 1718 to 1723, the Saint-Malo fishermen abandoned the coasts of Newfoundland and went elsewhere.  Starting in 1724, they returned, with an abrupt rise from 0 to 11 ships.  After 1738, 1738, there was great expansion, reaching 57 vessels in 1743.  From 1749 to 1785, the number of ships remained at a ceiling.  Starting in 1786, a collapse occurred: the number of vessels fell from 47 in 1785 to only 26 in 1792.  Saint-Malo sent at least 138,600 men to the coast of newfoundland in the course of the eighteenth century.  The numerical peak was reached in 1750-1754, with over 4000 men per year.  The Breton port sent 429 ships to Labrador between 173 and 1755 (17.8% of its Newfoundland vessels in that period).  The evolution in the number of voyages to the Grande Baye roughly follows a pattern opposite to that of departures for the coast of Newfoundland.  There was a considerable development from 1717 to the 1730s, then abandonment in the 1740s.  From 1713 to 1757, Saint-Malo sent out 207 ships (9.4% of its Newfoundland operations) to Gaspé.  The evolution of fittings-out for Gaspé resembles that noted for Labrador: expansion in the 1720s, then a gradual decline, but with a recovery between the two wars in the middle of the century.  We note a certain see-saw movement between Labrador and Gaspé: increased activity in Labrador went along with declines in activity in Gaspé, and vice versa.  On Ile Royale and Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon, Saint-Malo far outranked Granville, with a total of 972 ships (135 for Granville), or 20.8% of the Newfoundland traffic.  The evolution of sailings for Ile Royale recalls that observed for Labrador and Gaspé, with a sudden influx of ships in 1718-1719, stabilization at a high level, and then an abrupt withdrawal starting in 1733.  The fleets subsequently maintained themselves at a much lower level.  The traffic gradually recovered after 1749.  Voyages to Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon increased steadily from 1767 to 1778 (about 20 ships per year), fell off from 1783 to 1788, then rose again to a record number of 26 ships in 1791.  Eight successive periods can be identified in the Newfoundland fishery out of Saint-Malo:

1)
from 1713 to 1724, the sedentary fishermen abandoned the coast of Newfoundland and fell back on the continental Canada, to Isle Royale and Labrador, and starting in 1720, to Gaspé.  An abnormal drop in yields (noted for the English fishery) in Newfoundland between 1711 and 1720 probably triggered the exodus.
  The effect of these phenomena was strengthened by the letters patent of April 1717, which exempted supplies for ships fitting out for the French colonies of American from the droit des traites à la sortie; Newfoundland, a British territory, was excluded.
  This resulted in the withdrawal of the Saint-Malo fishermen to the coasts of Canada.

2)
From 1724-1725 to 1733, there was an appreciable decline in the fishery on Ile Royale, at Gaspé and on the Bank, while it picked up again on the coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador.

3)
From 1733-1734 to 1749, a general decline in the continental fishery occurred, to the benefit of the Newfoundland coast, where extraordinary expansion occurred.  The Bank fishery continued to vegetate.  The extension of the exemption from trading duties in Newfoundland, obtained in 1733, accelerated abandonment of the shores of Canada.

4)
From 1749 to 1755: the Saint-Malo itinerant fishery expanded rapidly (in 1739, the  duties on Saint-Malo green code entering Normandy had been reduced).
  In the Petit Nord of Newfoundland the expansion continued.  Trade developed in Gaspé and on Ile Royale to the detriment of the metropolian-based fishery.  Labrador was abandoned.  Well before the Seven Years War, the Saint-Malo fishery left Canada almost completely.

5)
From 1763 to 1767-68, the itinerant fishery continued its expansion.

6.
From 1768-69 to 1774, a crisis abruptly cut off the astounding thrust of the itinerant fishery and development of trade.

7)
From 1774 to 1786-87, trade declined, the sedentary fishery stagnated and the itinerant fishery grew.

8)
From 1786-87 to 1792,m there was a general crisis in the Newfoundland fishing industry: the fishery collapsed, resulting in a return to trade*.

The growth of the Granville Newfoundland fleet between the end of the seventeenth century and the end of the eighteenth far exceeded that of the Saint-Malo fleet: from the 1680s to the 1780s, Saint-Malo increased its traffic for Newfoundland by approximately 50% (thanks to the itinerant fishery), Granville by nearly 4005.
  The Granville expansion thus represents one of the major facts in the history of the French Newfoundland fishery in the eighteenth century.  Granville, unlike Saint-Malo, was not authorized to trade with the colonies.  This "closing up"* in the fishery was one of the bases of its astonishing expansion in Newfoundland.  The Granville entrepreneurs had to concentrate their capital and energies on a single transoceanic destination.

FISHERIES AND POLITICS

A thorough analysis of the sources relating to the French Newfoundland fishery reveals the existence of two simultaneous conflicts in the North American fisheries.  The first conflict was between France and Great Britain, and had to do with maritime and colonial power in the world.  In the eyes of contemporaries, the place of the Newfoundland fishery in maritime power gave this fishery considerable political importance.  The other conflict, one which was less visible but much more serious and dangerous for the French and British fisheries, was between the fishermen colonists settled on the shores of North America (from Labrador to New England) and the Newfoundland fleets from the mother countries in Europe.  This second conflict was technical and commercial: there was an incompatibility between the fishery of the inhabitants and that of the fishermen from the mother countries.  The former, since they occupied the ground permanently, had lower production costs.  The British fisheries thus gradually fell into the hands of the inhabitants while the ships from England were more and more limited to trading.  The French practiced such a system on Ile Royale and Gaspé, but since the inhabitants were less numerous there than on the British coasts, the incentive to abandon the fishery for trade was much less strong.  The translatlantic seesaw continued to dominate the system of the French fisheries system after the Seven Years War, since France now had access (apart from Saint-Pierre-et-Miquelon) only to coasts which it was not entitled to populate.  The massive settlement of English inhabitant fishermen on the French Shore after 1763 appeared as a grave menace for the fishery based in France, which was regarded as one of pillars of the country's maritime power.

The Newfoundland fishery trained a considerable number of seamen not only because it mobilized a large fleet (300 to 400 ships on the average), but also, and especially, because of the exceptionally large numbers of men which could be taken aboard ships and the low mortality rate among crew members.  So far as relations between states were concerned, the role played by Newfoundland in the training of crews who could serve in the navy was a major point, constantly present in the minds of the governments of the time.  Whence the very special place reserved for the island of Newfoundland on the world chessboard.

Under section 13 of the Treaty of Utrecht, France obtained for its subjects the right to catch and dry fish "from the place called Cape Bonavista to the northern extremity of the said island, and thence, following the western part, to the place called Pointe Riche."
  Until 1755, no clashes between French and English occurred on this coast in peacetime.  The only incidents between the two nations occurred at the extreme southern part of Ile Royale, in the Canso area, in 1718-1720.  On the other hand, serious tensions developed at that time concerning the occupation of beaches between the fishermen inhabitants of Ile Royale or the Gaspé and the crews of sedentary fishermen who came from France.  The latter could easily fall back on the coast of Newfoundland, which was forbidden to the French colonists.  That is what the Granville-Saint-Malo fishery did in the 1730s and 1740s.  The mere threat of incidents turned the France-based fishing fleets away from the inhabited regions.

Profiting from the absence of the French from 1756 to 1762, the English fishermen inhabitants of the north coast of Newfoundland continued their expansion to the west of the French Shore, for the first time entering zones traditionally frequented by the Saint-Malo and Granville fishermen.  When the latter returned to the Petit Nord in 1763, they were surprised to see a large number of English ships there.
  The English felt that they could fish on the French Shore because the Treaty of Utrecht did not mention that the fishing right of the French there was exclusive; the French replied that everything that restricted the free exercise of their fishing right *was counter to an exact application of the treaty; the presence of the English fishermen was therefore implicity condemned by the Treaty of Utrecht.

Five other problems arose:

1)
the exact location of Pointe Riche, the southern boundary of the French Shore, was set in different places by French maps and English maps.

2)
The English did not go to the scaffold of Croc, but received their place from the admiral of each harbor, which gave an advantage in the race for places.  The French therefore adopted the English system starting in 1764: each harbor had two admirals, one French, the other English.

3)
When were the French to leave the French Shore?  After 20 September, according to them - and they won their case* - since the right to fish also implied the right to dry the catch.

4)
The English maintained that the Treaty of Utrecht permitted French to leave only huts and scaffolds on shore, and that it said nothing of chaloupes, salt or utensils.  The French got their way* so far as the chaloupes and utensils were concerned, but the question of salt remained unresolved.

5)
The British ministry agreed to compensate the French shipowners for the damage caused by English warships, but dragged its heels for 10 years before paying...

In the face of these difficulties, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, threatened the English:

I finally told the Duke of Bedford: I will make no difficulty* about disclosing our policy to you.  We set as the first condition for peace the conservation of the cod fishery; this was a sine qua non condition.  If had been refused by your Court, the war would perhaps be still going on.  By renewing Article 13 of the Treaty of Utrecht, we thought we would enjoy the fishery as in the past. (...) but if our fishermen come home empty-handed and our fishery becomes illusory thereby, despite the good intentions of the King of England and the protestations of his ministers, then we cannot dispense ourselves from demanding and asserting* our rights (...).  (I have given) the English minister to understand that the maintenance of peace depended on the conservation of our fishery, and that if we should lose it, we would be obliged to resume the war.

Clashes multiplied after 1765 on the eastern part of the French Shore, which the French - especially the Granville fishermen - who were in a jam* on the western part, were seeking to "reconquer".  That is where, between 1767 and 1777, most of the clashes between French and English fishermen were to occur, and not on the coast traditionally occupied by the French, where the British were in a clear minority.

In the 1770s, the Court of France moved toward the solution advocated as early as 1763 by the Saint-Malo entrepreneur Chateaubriand: an exchange of coasts.  The boundaries of the French Shore were moved in such a way that the two nations enjoyed an exclusive fishery.  The failure of the negotiations on this question - among other factors - led Vergennes, in 1776, to propose secret assistance from France to the American colonists in revolt, and then war against England.  It regarded the settlement of the Newfoundland question as one of the chief objectives of France's entry into the conflict.
  So at the end of the war, Article 5 of the Peace of Versailles* took up again the question of an exchange of coasts.  The French Shore, with the coastline between Cape Bonavista and Cape Saint John* removed, extended from the latter point to Cape Ray.  The British government recognized the exclusiveness of French fishing rights and had several hundred of its subjects resettled between Cape Saint John and Cape Ray.  Its nave lost all authority over the French fishermen.

The impreciseness of the terms of the Treaty of Utrecht gave France the room to maneuver which it required in order to have Article 13 legally interpreted in the same way as it had been applied until 1756.  In reality, the French fishery on the French Shore in 1783 enjoyed the same conditions of exclusiveness and the same geographical boundaries (Cape Saint John - Cape Ray) as before the Seven Years War, but this time sanctioned by a precise text which blocked any installation of settlers.  By transferring sovereignty over Newfoundland to England, the Treaty of Utrecht made possible an English colonization which led to the destruction of the sedentary fishery based in England.  The same treaty prevented the installation of French fishermen colonists while giving France a legal basis for eliminating the English fishermen colonists.  In this way, the French home-based fishery in Newfoundland was able to remain in existence throughout the nineteenth century.
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